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THIS MEETING WILL BE HELD IN-PERSON AND BROADCASTED LIVE VIA ZOOM. PUBLIC 

COMMENTS MAY BE SUBMITTED IN-PERSON, THROUGH  ZOOM OR VIA EMAIL TO THE BOROUGH 

CLERK.  BELOW ARE INSTRUCTIONS:  
 

To call into the meeting, dial 1 (646) 558-8656.  It will prompt you for a meeting ID.  Type 99501390087#.  

You do not need a participating ID, just press # │To access the meeting using a smart phone or computer, 

download the free ZOOM app. Type in the meeting ID 99501390087 or click on 

https://zoom.us/j/99501390087  Please enter your full name. To submit your public comments in writing, 

please mail them in or send an email before 6:00 P.M. by the meeting date to the Borough Clerk at 

publiccomment@watchungnj.gov. Agenda items can also be requested by emailing egil@watchungnj.gov 

https://zoom.us/j/99501390087
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MAYOR’S STATEMENT:  This meeting is being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act. 

Under the provisions of N.J.S.A.10:4-6 et seq., notice of the time and place of this meeting was given by 

way of the Regular Meeting Notice to the Courier News, Echoes Sentinel, the Star Ledger, posted at 

Borough Hall and on the Borough’s website. Public Comments will be accepted in-person, through zoom 

or by email to the Borough Clerk. For those joining through Zoom, please note that upon arrival you are 

automatically muted.  

 

SALUTE TO THE FLAG and MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR OUR SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN, 

SERVING HOME AND ABROAD 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

 Jubin [   ]  Robinson [   ]  Martino [   ]  Hayeck [   ]  Dahl [   ]    Ead [   ] 

 

 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 

 

1. Administration & Finance 

2. Police 

3. Public Works / Buildings and Grounds 

4. Public Affairs: 

 Environmental 

Recreation 

Historical  

Board of Health 

5. Fire 

6. Laws/ Ordinances 

 

REPORTS – OTHER: 

 

7. Engineer 

8. Police Chief 

9. Fire Department 

10. Rescue Squad 

11. Emergency Management 

12. Attorney 

13. Clerk 

14. Administrator 

15. Youth Services 

16. Planning Board 

17. Municipal Alliance 

18. Library Advisory Board 

19. Traffic and Beautification 
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PUBLIC PORTION / AGENDA ITEMS ONLY 
 

A public portion is held prior to Council action for comments of agenda items only; another public portion is held at the end of 

the meeting for general discussion.  Individuals commenting are limited to 3 minutes per person, and will not be permitted to 

speak again until everyone has had an opportunity to speak. For those joining us through Zoom, you will need to click on the 

“Raise your hand” feature. For those joining us through the conference call line, you will need to press *9 to raise your hand, 

when prompted press *6 to unmute yourself. If a group is represented by an attorney, the attorney will be given 5 minutes to 

make the presentation for the group. 

 

DISCUSSION 

 

❖ Participation in Somerset County’s Urban County Cooperation Agreement: 2023 -2025 Program 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

         Public Hearing of Ordinance# 22/06:  “AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE 

 BOROUGH OF WATCHUNG, CH. 5-12.76 ET SEQ. THEREOF, AND TO, FIX AND 

 DETERMINE MINIMUM AND MAXIMUM SALARIES AND COMPENSATION TO BE 

 PAID TO CERTAIN EMPLOYEES.” 

 

R1: Adopting Ordinance 22/06 Establishing Min / Max Salary Ordinance 

  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

REPORTS & CORRESPONDENCE: Matters listed within this section have been referred to 

members of the Borough Council for reading and study, are considered to be routine and will be enacted 

by one motion of the Council.  If separate discussion is desired, any item may be removed by Council 

action. 

 

Acknowledging Receipt of the following Borough Reports: 

 

Building Department Monthly Report June 2022 

 

CERT Meeting Minutes June 28, 2022 

 

Environmental Commission Meeting Minutes           May 23, 2022 

 

 Fire Prevention Bureau Monthly Report May 2022 

  June 2022  

 

 Green Team Meeting Minutes May 16, 2022  

 

 Historical Committee Meeting Minutes                     April 20, 2022  

                                                                                     May 18, 2022 

 

Mayor and Council Meeting Minutes June 2, 2022 
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 June 23, 2022 

Police Department Activity Report June 2022 

 

Traffic and Beautification Meeting Minutes              May 9, 2022 

 

 Acknowledging Receipt of the following Correspondence: 

 

#17 – Township of Scotch Plains, 6/27/22, re: Notice of Introduced Ordinances 2022-16 and 2022-17, 

ORD 2022-16 Amends Chapter XVIII entitled “Zoning” to Permit Crushing of Recyclable 

Materials, ORD 2022-17 Amends the Current Cannabis Zoning to Remove the Industrial Zone 

from Permissible Zoned Areas (All Introduced on June 21, 2022) c: M&C, JD, TS 

 

#18 – NJ Transit Corporation, 6/29/22, re: Notice of FY 2022 Request for Federal Assistance, public 

comments due by August 15, 2022.  

 

CONSENT RESOLUTIONS 
The resolutions listed below were submitted to the Governing Body for review and will be adopted by one motion.  

 

R2:     Authorizing Purchase Orders over $2,000 – Sparta Discount Tire, Inc. (PD tires) 

 Claris (PD remote access for CAD) 

 Uline Ship Supply Specialist (Picnic tables for best lake) 

 Lawsoft, Inc. (PD online data backup 3yr) 

 ESO Solutions, Inc. (FD cad integration & fire package) 

 Chatham Lawnmower Service (PW 52” lawnmower) 

 Woods Machinery (PW 72” Lexmark lawnmower) 

 Tilcon New York (Paving of Old Somerset St & Corey Ln) 

 

R3: Authorizing Field and Facility Permit Application for Use of Gazebo – Chai Center for Jewish Life 

 

R4: Authorizing Watchung’s Participation in the Pooled Loan Financing Program of the Somerset 

County Improvement Authority 

 

R5: Authorizing Appointment of Camp Counselors for 2022 Summer Camp 

 

R6: Directing the Planning Board to Review Bill A-1294 and Make Recommendations for the Borough 

  

R7: Authorizing Professional Services Agreement for Affordable Housing Administrative Agent - 

CGP&H, LLC 

 

R8: Authorizing Clerk to Issue Raffle Licenses #666, 667, and 668 – Sisters of Mercy of the Americas 

Mid-Atlantic 

 

R9:      Authorizing Bill List 

 

R10: Waiving Delinquent Interest of 2021 Sewer Bill – 60 Stirling Road, Block  

 

https://pub.njleg.state.nj.us/Bills/2022/A1500/1294_R2.PDF
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R11: Authorizing Submission of Grant Application and Execution of Grant Contract with NJ Department 

of Transportation for 2023 Road Improvements Project 

 

R12: Authorizing Shared Services Agreement with the County of Somerset for the Provision of 

Emergency Management Services 

 

R13: Authorizing and Amending Prior Resolution Appointing Electrical Sub-Code Official  

 

R14: Authorizing Renewal of Plenary Retail Consumption License – Miller’s Ale House / Inactive License 

 

NON-CONSENT RESOLUTIONS 

 

R15: Authorizing Appointment of Fire Sub-Code Official for a four-year term – Len Young 

 

R16: Authorizing Appointment of Fire Department Volunteers – Tom Taillon and Asad Ali 

 

R17: Authorizing Donation of Fire Department Vehicle to the City of La Vega, Dominican Republican 

 

R18: Authorizing Affordable Housing Agreement with Our House, Inc. in Connection with the Operation 

of an Affordable Housing Group Home  

 

R19:  Authorizing Appointment of Principal Public Works Manager/Director of Public Works – William J. 

McClave 

 

R20: Authorizing Appointment of Tax Clerk – Katherine A. Vilarino 

 

R21: Authorizing a Professional Services Agreement for Appraisal Services – ARD Appraisal Company 

 

R23: Authorizing Appointment of OEM Deputies 

 

R24: Acknowledging Automatic Renewal of 2023-2025 Urban County Cooperation Agreement for 

Participation in Somerset County’s Community Development Block Grant and Home Investment 

Partnership Program Activities  

 

PUBLIC PORTION - GENERAL DISCUSSION 
 

Individuals commenting are limited to 3 minutes per person, and will not be permitted to speak again until everyone 

has had an opportunity to speak. For those joining us through Zoom, you will need to click on the “Raise your hand” 

feature. For those joining us through the conference call line, you will need to press *9 to raise your hand, when 

prompted press *6 to unmute yourself. If a group is represented by an attorney, the attorney will be given 5 minutes 

to make the presentation for the group. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

R22: Authorizing Executive Session: Contract Negotiations, Anticipated Litigation, Personnel Matters 

and Attorney-Client Privilege Matters  
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The Borough Council may take official action on those items discussed in executive session upon return to 

open session.  
 

ADJOURNMENT       

 

The next meeting of the Mayor and Council will be held on the rescheduled date of Thursday, August 18, 

2022 at 7:30 P.M. 
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WHEREAS, Section 2-25.13 of the Code of the Borough of Watchung requires that 

contracts for purchases or services involving more than two thousand dollars be awarded by a 

resolution of the Mayor and Council. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Watchung, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, that the Purchasing Agent be authorized to 

issue Purchase Orders as follows: 

 

Vendor: Sparta Discount Tire, Inc., 150 Woodport Road, Sparta, NJ 07871 

Item: PD-Tires: Eagle RSA goodyear, enforcer winter, wrangler adventure 

Total Price:  $5,632.28 

Charged to:   2-01-190-249 

 

Vendor:  Claris, 5201 Patrick Henry Drive, Santa Clara, CA 95054 

Item:      PD-Remote access for CAD system (3-year renewal) 

Total Price:   $2,340.00 

Charged to:   2-01-190-273 

 

Vendor:  Uline Ship Supply Specialist, PO Box 88741, Chicago, IL 60680 

Item:      Metal Square Picnic Table for Best Lake Location 

Total Price:   $2,500.17 

Charged to:   2-01-610-202 

 

Vendor:  Lawsoft, Inc. 15 Hamburg Turnpike, Bloomingdale, NJ 07403 

Item:      PD-online data backup 3 servers for 2021 and 2022 

Total Price:   $4,500.00 

Charged to:   2-01-190-273  

 

Vendor:  ESO Solutions, Inc. PO Box 679449, Dallas, TX 75267 

Item:      FD- Cad Integration and Fire Package 

Total Price:  $2,566.80 

Charged to:  2-01-185-246 

 

Vendor: Chatham Lawnmower Service, Inc., 14 Commerce Street, Chatham, NJ 07928  

Item:  52” exmark lawnmower 

Total Price: $9,944.00   

Charged to:  2-01-155-246 
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Vendor: Woods Machinery, 45 Route 22, Dunellen, NJ 08812 

Item:  72” Lexmark Lazer mower 

Total Price: $14,799.00 

Charged to:  2-01-205-246 and 2-01-155-246 

 

 

Vendor: Tilcon New York, Inc. 9 Entin Road, Parsippany, NJ 07054 

Item:  Paving of Old Somerset Street and Corey Lane (2022 road improvements) 

Total Price: Not to exceed $60,000.00 

Charged to:  2-01-610-201 

 

 

 

 

 

              __________________________  

   Ronald Jubin, Council President   

 

 

 

                                              

        Keith S. Balla, Mayor 

 

ADOPTED: JULY 14, 2022 

INDEX:  PURCHASING 

C:    B. HANCE  











































 

 

BOROUGH OF WATCHUNG 

RESOLUTION: R5 

 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT, RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Watchung, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey hereby appoint the following temporary 

personnel to the 2022 Summer Camp Program as follows: 

 

 

           Hourly Rate 

Camp Counselor:  Sloane B. Orlov    $15.00 

Camp Counselor:  Veronica Kolacz   $15.00 

Camp Counselor:   Alyssa Steinhart              $15.00  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council does hereby ratify and 

affirm these appointment to June 27, 2022.  

 

 

       __________________________ 

       Ronald Jubin, Council President 

 

 

 

       __________________________ 

       Keith S. Balla, Mayor 

 

 

 

ADOPTED:   JULY 14, 2022 

INDEX:   APPOINTMENTS, RECREATION 

C:    E. HORSFALL, L. MONETTI 

 





















































































































































                          

BOROUGH OF WATCHUNG 

RESOLUTION: R23 

 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Office of Emergency Management (OEM) Coordinator has 

recommended and requested that certain staff be appointed to participate on the OEM 

Team and to be authorized to work in the Emergency Operations Center when the Center 

must be activated; and 

 

WHEREAS,   these Borough OEM Staff members will assist the local OEM Coordinator 

in all phases of emergency management when requested. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED  that the following Borough 

employees are hereby designated as Staff for the Borough OEM Team and will serve in 

this capacity with no additional compensation: 

 

1.  Sherif Zaiton, Police Lieutenant / 1st Deputy Coordinator 

 

2.  Charles Pivnichny, Assistant Fire Chief / 2nd Deputy Coordinator 

 
 
 
 

   ____________________ 

   Ronald Jubin, Council Member 
   
          
    ____________________ 
    Keith S. Balla, Mayor 

 

 
 
 

ADOPTED:  JULY 14, 2022 

INDEX:             APPOINTMENTS. PERSONNEL, MISC. 

C:                 C. SOLAN, A. HART, 

  
 



                                      

                 

BOROUGH OF WATCHUNG 

RESOLUTION: R22 

 
 

     WHEREAS,  Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act (N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b)(1-9) permits 

the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and 

 

      WHEREAS,  the Governing Body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist. 

 

       NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Watchung, 

County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

 

1. The public shall be excluded from discussion of the closed session of July 14, 2022. 

  

2. The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed is as follows:   

 

Contract Negotiations, Anticipated Litigation, Personnel Matters and Attorney-

Client Privilege Matters: 

 

Retired Police Officer Complaint 

Creating New Title in Building/Construction Office 

Creating New Title in Police Department 

Employee Investigation  

 

3. Minutes will be kept and once the matter involving the confidentiality of the above 

no longer requires that confidentiality, then the minutes can be made public. 

 

4. The Borough Council may take official action on those items discussed in executive 

session upon completion of the executive session. 

 

 

       __________________________ 

       Ronald Jubin, Council President 

        

  

 

       _________________________ 

       Keith S. Balla, Mayor 

 

 

ADOPTED:    JULY 14, 2022 

INDEX:           MISC. 

C: 



BOROUGH OF WATCHUNG 

RESOLUTION: R24 

 

ACKNOWLEDGING AUTOMATIC RENEWAL OF 2020-2022 URBAN COUNTY 

COOPERATION AGREEMENT FOR PARTICATION IN SOMERSET COUNTY’S 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT AND HOME INVESTMENT 

PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM ACTIVITIES 
 

  

WHEREAS, Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974 provides 

for substantial federal funds being made available to certain urban counties for use therein; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Community Development Block Grant and the HOME Investment 

Partnership Programs have benefited the County as a whole and have provided a unique 

opportunity for interlocal cooperation; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the programs have provided substantial benefits to persons of low and 

moderate income including the elderly and disabled, and that these benefits would be lost without 

a renewal of the County cooperation agreement; and 

  

WHEREAS, Borough of Watchung desires to preserve benefits of the Community 

Development Block Grant and the HOME Investment Partnership Programs for the County by 

renewing its participation in the Somerset County Urban County Consortium; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Shared Services and Consolidation Act (NJSA 40A:65-1) provides a 

mechanism through which counties and municipalities may enter into agreements for the 

provision of joint services; and 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:65-1 provides that authorization for participation in such a 

cooperative program must be by resolution: 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by Borough of Watchung, located in 

Somerset County, New Jersey, that:     

 

1. It does hereby authorize continued participation in the Somerset County Urban County 

Consortium. 

 

2. It does hereby authorize, ratify and confirm a certain agreement (hereinafter referred to 

as "Contract") between the Borough of Watchung and Somerset County entitled 

“Cooperation Agreement for the Somerset County, NJ Urban County 2023-2025 

Qualification Period”.   This agreement shall automatically renew in every successive 

qualification period unless Borough of Watchung elects to be excluded and proper notice 

is provided to HUD and Somerset County.   

 

3. It hereby authorizes full participation by Borough of Watchung in all aspects of the 

activities provided for within said Contract pursuant to the terms and conditions as more 

fully set forth in said Contract. 

 

4. It hereby incorporates the Cooperation Agreement for the 2023-2025 Qualification 

Period into this Resolution by reference, as if fully set forth herein. 
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RESOLUTION: R24 

 

ACKNOWLEDGING AUTOMATIC RENEWAL OF 2020-2022 URBAN COUNTY 

COOPERATION AGREEMENT FOR PARTICATION IN SOMERSET COUNTY’S 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT AND HOME INVESTMENT 

PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM ACTIVITIES 
 

5. The Mayor and Municipal Clerk are hereby authorized to execute the Contract with the 

County and Copy of said Contract will remain filed in the Office of the Municipal Clerk 

for public inspection. 

 

 

 
ADOPTED: 

INDEX: 

C: 

 

__________________________ 

Ronald Jubin, Council President 

 

 

 

_________________________ 

       Keith S. Balla, Mayor  

 

 

CERTIFICATION: 

 

I hereby certify that this is a true and correct copy of this resolution adopted by the Borough of 

Watchung on July 14, 2022. 

 

__________________________ 

Edith G. Gil, Municipal Clerk
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT AND HOME INVESTMENT 

PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM ACTIVITIES 
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 WHEREAS, Title I of Housing and Community Development Act of 1974 as amended 

provides for substantial Federal funds being made available to certain urban counties for use 

therein; and 

 

 WHEREAS, this Act established certain criteria which must be met in order for a County 

to be the recipient of said funding; and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to said Act, the Department of Housing and Urban Development 

has set forth requirements for counties wishing to requalify for entitlement status as urban 

counties and thereby receive CDBG and HOME funding during the FY 2023-2025 Qualification 

Period; and  

 

 WHEREAS, these requirements include the establishment of a Cooperation Agreement 

between Somerset County and units of general local government that wish to be joint members 

of the Somerset County, NJ Urban County; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Shared Services and Consolidation Act, (NJSA 40A:65-1) provides a 

mechanism through which counties and municipalities may enter into such agreements for the 

provision of joint services. 

 

It is therefore agreed by Somerset County, NJ (hereafter referred to as “the County”) and 

Watchung Borough that: 

 

A. Terms and Conditions required by the Department of Housing and Urban Development 

 

1.  Applicable Programs  

 

The purpose of this Agreement is to establish a legal mechanism through which the County 

government may apply for, receive and disburse Federal funds available to eligible urban 

counties under Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as 

amended, commonly known as Community Development Block Grant (hereafter 

“CDBG”) funds, and, HOME Investment Partnership (hereafter “HOME”) funds, and to 

take such actions in cooperation with the participating municipalities as may be necessary 

to participate in the benefits of these programs.  Federal funds received by the County for 

these programs shall be used for the creation of affordable housing, barrier removal, sewer 

and street improvements, public facility upgrades, social services and other eligible 

activities.    Nothing contained in this agreement shall deprive any municipality or other 

unit of local government of any powers of zoning, development control or other lawful 

authority which it presently possesses, nor shall any participant be deprived of any State or 

Federal aid to which it might be entitled in its own right, except as herein provided.  

 

By authorizing and executing this agreement, the municipality understands that this 

agreement covers the CDBG and the HOME Programs. 
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2.  Relation to State CDBG and HOME Programs 

 

By executing this Cooperation Agreement, the included unit of general local government 

understands that it: 

 

(a) May not apply for grants from appropriations under the State CDBG Program for fiscal 

years during the period in which it participates in the urban county’s CDBG program; 

and 

(b) May receive a formula allocation under the HOME Program only through the urban 

county.  This does not preclude the urban county or a unit of general local government 

participating with the urban county from applying to the state for HOME funds, if the 

state allows. 

 

3.  Urban County Qualification Period  

 

This agreement shall be effective for Federal Fiscal Years 2023, 2024, and 2025. The 

parties further agree that this Agreement will automatically be renewed for participation in 

successive three-year qualification periods, unless the County or the participating unit of 

general local government provides written notice that it elects not to participate in a new 

qualification period.  A copy of that notice must be sent to the HUD Field Office.  Prior to 

the date specified in HUD’s urban county qualification notice for the next qualification 

period, the urban county will notify the participating unit of general local government by 

letter of its right not to participate. A copy of the county’s notification will be sent to the 

Field Office by the date specified in the urban county qualification schedule. 

 

4.  Amendments to the Cooperation Agreement  

 

The parties agree that each party must adopt any amendment to the Agreement 

incorporating changes necessary to meet the requirements for cooperation agreements set 

forth in an Urban County Qualification Notice applicable for a subsequent three-year urban 

county qualification period, and to submit such amendment to HUD as provided in the 

urban county qualification notice.  Such failure to comply will void the automatic renewal 

for such qualification period.  Said amendments must be executed by an official 

representative of each unit of the participating units of general local government and the 

urban county.  Failure to comply will void the automatic renewal for such qualification 

period 

 

5.  Length of the Agreement   

 

The agreement will remain in effect until the CDBG and HOME funds and program income 

received (with respect to activities carried out during the three-year qualification period 

and any successive qualification periods under agreements that provide for automatic 

renewals) are expended and the funded activities are completed.  The County and 

participating unit of general local government cannot terminate or withdraw from the 

cooperation agreement while it remains in effect.  
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6.  Certifications 

 

a) The county and the cooperating unit of general local government agree to cooperate to 

undertake, or assist in undertaking, community renewal and lower income housing 

assistance activities.   

b) The county and the cooperating unit of general local government are obligated, and they 

so agree, to take all actions necessary to assure compliance with the urban county’s 

certification under section 104(b) of Title I of the Housing and Community Development 

Act of 1974.   

c) The parties further agree that the grant will be conducted and administered in conformity 

with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, and the implementing regulations at 24 CFR 

part 1, and the Fair Housing Act, and the implementing regulations at 24 CFR part 100, 

and will affirmatively further fair housing.   

d) The parties are also obligated to comply with Section 109 of Title I of the Housing and 

Community Development Act of 1974, and the implementing regulations at 24 CFR part 

6, which incorporates Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the implementing 

regulations at 24 CFR part 8, Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, and the 

implementing regulations at 28 CFR part 35, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, and the 

implementing regulation at 24 CFR part 146, and Section 3 of the Housing and Urban 

Development Act of 1968. The parties are also obligated to comply with other applicable 

laws. 

 

7.  Prohibitions  

 

Urban County funding is prohibited from use for activities in, or in support of, any 

cooperating unit of general local government that does not affirmatively further fair 

housing within its own jurisdiction or that impedes the county's actions to comply with the 

county's fair housing certification. 

 

8.  Local Government Policies  

 

The parties hereto also certify that they have adopted and are enforcing: 

 

(a) A policy prohibiting the use of excessive force by law enforcement agencies within 

their jurisdiction against any individuals engaged in non-violent civil rights 

demonstrations; and 

(b) A policy of enforcing applicable State and local laws against physically barring 

entrance to or exit from a facility or location which is the subject of such non-

violent civil rights demonstrations within their jurisdictions. 

 

9.  Units of General Local Government as Recipients of CDBG or HOME funds   

 

Pursuant to 24 CFR 570.501(b), the unit of general local government is subject to the same 

requirements applicable to the subrecipients, including the requirement for a written 

agreement as described in 24 CFR 570.503. 
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10.  Grant Transfers  

 

A unit of general local government may not sell, trade, or otherwise transfer all or any 

portion of such funds to another such metropolitan city, urban county, unit of general local 

government, or Indian tribe, or insular area that directly or indirectly receives CDBG funds 

in exchange for any other funds, credits or non-Federal considerations, but must use such 

funds for activities eligible under Title I of the Act. 

 

B. Urban County Planning Process 

 

1.  Establishment of Committees  

 

a) Community Development Block Grant Program  

There is hereby established a cooperative Community Development Committee, consisting 

of two representatives from each participating municipality and two representatives of the 

County government, each to be appointed for one-year periods coinciding with the calendar 

year.  The function of this committee is to set policy, to consider CDBG applications and 

to make decisions about how CDBG funds are allocated.  The governing body and the chief 

executive (Mayor) of each participating unit of general local government shall make one 

appointment each.  The voting procedure and meeting schedule of the Community 

Development Committee shall be governed by bylaws established and adopted by the 

Committee. 

 

b) HOME Investment Partnership Program 

There is hereby established a HOME Committee, consisting of two County 

Commissioners, one representative each from the Department of Human Services and the 

County Board of Social Services, and at least three members of the community.  The 

function of this committee is to set policy, to consider HOME applications and to make 

decisions about how HOME funds are allocated.  The members will be recommended by 

the Community Development Office and the County Commissioner liaison and will be 

appointed by the Board of the County Commissioners. The voting procedure and meeting 

schedule of the HOME Committee shall be governed by bylaws established and adopted 

by the Committee. 

 

2.  Responsibilities of Committees 

 

a) The Committees shall evaluate and discuss the community development needs of the 

County, and shall recommend to the Board of County Commissioners annual programs for 

utilization of CDBG/HOME funds available to the County government.  Towards that end, 

they shall be authorized to develop required plans, including a Citizen Participation Plan 

and such other documents, or certifications of compliance that may be required by the 

Federal or State government for the County’s participation in the CDBG/HOME Programs.   

 

b) The Committees shall identify, in consultation with the County Community Development 

Office and local government and community agencies, priorities for the actual utilization 

of such funds as are made available from the Federal Government under this Title.  
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c) No CDBG project may be undertaken in any municipality without the knowledge of the 

governing body of the municipality, as provided in the Citizen Participation Plan.   

However, municipal approval of any application for CDBG/HOME funds shall not be a 

restriction on implementation of the County’s approved Consolidated Plan during the 

period covered by this agreement.  Be it therefor understood that no party to the agreement 

may obstruct the implementation of the approved Consolidated Plan by veto or other 

restriction.   

 

3.  Agreement as to Specific Activities (Interlocal Services Agreement) 

 

a) Activities 

The municipality hereby agrees to cooperate with the County of Somerset in conducting 

activities eligible for CDBG/HOME assistance as specified in Federal CDBG/HOME 

Program regulations and approved for application for CDBG/HOME funds by its 

governing body.  A current list of eligible activities is attached to this Agreement, but is 

subject to change by HUD.  Specific activities will be set forth in the Annual Action Plan 

or Consolidated Plan submitted to HUD. 

 

b) Administrative Funding 

The municipality also agrees to use by the County of certain of the funds to be applied for 

County planning and administrative costs, as specified in the annual Action Plan or 

Consolidated Plan submitted to HUD. 

 

C. Grant Administration 

 

1.  Responsibilities of Participants 

 

a) County 

The municipality agrees that the County, as the applicant, takes full responsibility and 

assumes all obligations of an applicant under the Housing and Community Development 

Act of 1974, as amended, and HOME Investment Partnership Act.  This responsibility will 

also extend to parts of the planning and management process, including the analysis of 

needs, the setting of objectives, the development of community development plans and the 

Consolidated Plan, and all assurances and certifications of compliance with Federal and 

State laws.  The County has final responsibility for approving CDBG and HOME activities 

and for submitting the Annual Action Plan and Consolidated Plan to HUD.  This 

responsibility of the County shall apply to all CDBG and HOME assisted projects, whether 

or not the County or the municipality carries out directly an activity or activities included 

in the Annual Action Plan or Consolidated Plan. 

 

 

b) Participating unit of general local government  

As appropriate, certain activities are to be undertaken by the participating municipalities, 

and specific Subgrantee Agreements between the County and municipality must be 

executed for these projects.  Each municipality will be responsible for the implementation 

of these community development projects.  The municipality further agrees to cooperate 
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with the County in complying with the requirements of the Housing and Community 

Development Act of 1974, as amended. 

 

 

4.  Severability 

 

In the event that any portion of this Agreement shall be made inoperative by reason of 

judicial or administrative ruling, the remainder shall continue effect. 

 

5.  Supersession 

  

This agreement shall supplement any previous agreements on this subject and shall 

replace and supersede any previously agreed upon provisions only to the extent of 

conflict of purpose. 

 

6.  Limitation 

 

The execution of this Agreement by the County does not commit the County to the 

disbursement of any funds except those received from the Federal Government pursuant 

to Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended. 

 

7.  Amount and Administration of Funds 

 

The amount of Federal funds involved shall be the amount (s) applied for each year by the 

Board of County Commissioners pursuant to the recommendations of the Committee, 

subject to any modifications made by the US Department of Housing and Urban 

Development (HUD).  Any Federal funds received by letter of credit or otherwise shall be 

placed in a County Trust Fund established and maintained pursuant to the regulations 

promulgated by the Director of the Division of Local Government Services in the New 

Jersey Department of Community Affairs.  This Fund shall be in a separate bank account 

subject to the control of the County Government which shall be the designated recipient of 

the funds provided by the Federal Act.  Upon authorization by the County, and in 

compliance with State law and promulgated regulations, funds may be expended from this 

Trust Fund by the County or by payment to a Subgrantee pursuant to a Subgrantee 

Agreement.  Neither the Committee, the County government, nor any participating 

municipality may expend or commit funds except as may be authorized pursuant to this 

Agreement and in full compliance with State and Federal laws and regulations.  No 

participant under this Agreement may in any way be obligated to expend funds of its own 

except as may be mutually agreed in a lawful manner. 
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Be it therefore resolved that the undersigned parties agree to adhere to and comply with all the 

terms and conditions of this agreement.     

 

 

 

 

_____________________________           ___________________________ 

Shanel Y. Robinson Keith S. Balla 

Commissioner Director Mayor 

 

 

 

  _____________________________             ___________________________ 

Kelly Mager, Clerk of the Edith G. Gil 

Board of County Commissioners Municipal Clerk 

 

 

_____________________________            ___________________________ 

Date Date 
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Attachment A 

CURRENT ELIGIBLE CDBG ACTIVITIES 

 

- Property acquisition and disposition 

 

- Construction, reconstruction, rehabilitation or installation of publicly-owned facilities, 

improvements, or housing including; senior centers, parks, centers for the handicapped, 

neighborhood facilities, fire protection facilities, parking facilities, street improvements, 

water and sewer facilities, foundations and platforms for air rights sites, pedestrian malls and 

walkways, flood and drainage facilities, solid waste disposal facilities, others. 

 

- Clearance activities 

 

- Public Services 

 

- Completion of Urban Renewal Projects 

 

- Relocation assistance and loss of rental income  

 

- Removal of architectural barriers 

 

- Construction, reconstruction, rehabilitation, installation or acquisition of privately-owned 

utilities 

 

- Rehabilitation of public residential structures, public housing modernization and 

rehabilitation of private properties 

 

- Acquisition for the purpose of rehabilitation 

 

- Planning and urban design activities 

 

- Code enforcement 

 

- Historic preservation 

 

- Economic Development activities 

 

- Activities by private nonprofit entities, local development corporations, or small business 

investment companies, neighborhood based nonprofit organizations 

 

- Homeownership assistance 

 

- Administrative Activities 

 

- Microenterprise assistance 

 

- Housing services 
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Attachment B  

ELIGIBLE HOME ACTIVITIES 

 

 

- Acquisition 

 

- Assistance to Homebuyers 

 

- New Construction 

 

- Reconstruction 

 

- Rehabilitation of non-luxury housing which may include: 

 

-real property acquisition 

-site improvements 

-demolition 

-other expenses which may include financing costs 

 

- Tenant Based Rental Assistance 

 

- Operating Expenses of Community Housing Development Organizations (CHDO) 
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