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"Ostomates' ~lits are Jfuman ~lits - anytime antf anywlienl • 

tU)J{IE~, an ostomy is a type of surgery tfiat creates an opening (stoma) in tfie 
a6domen tfiat affows for tfie remova{ of 6odiEy waste wfien a person lias wst tfie norma{ 
function of digestive or urinary systems due to 6irtfi aefects, coforecta{ cancer, 6{aaaer 
cancer, Crofin 's disease, u{cerative cofitis, and otfier medica{ conditions. '71iey are afso 
necessary in cases of severe a6aomina{ or pe{vic trauma resufring from acciaents or from 
injuries sustainea during• mifitary service. '71ie 6odiEy waste passes tfirougfi tfie stoma 
into an ostomy 'poucfi' on tfie outsiae of tfie 6ody or in tfie case of continent diversion 
surgeries, an intema{ surgica{Ey created reservoir; and 

tU)J{IE~, appro;r;j,mateEy 725,000 to 1 mi{{ion jlmericans fiave an ostomy, witfi 
appro;r;j,mateEy 100,000 new ostomy proceaures peiformea eacfi year,· ana 

tU)J{IE~, ostomy or continent diversion surgery can occur at any age ana aoes not 
rower {ife expectancy; ana 

tU)J{IE~, ostomy or continent diversion surgery does not discriminate ana quafity 
ostomy care sfioufa 6e proviaed to a{{ regardwss of race/etfinicity, age, genaer, refigion, pface of 
6irtfi, fieafrfi or otlier status; ana 

tU)J{IE~, fargeEy tfirougfi tfie efforts of Vnitea Ostomy jlssociations of jlmerica, Inc., 
(VOJIJI) ana its over 300 Jljfifiated Support qroups, jlmericans needing tfiese surgeries are 
6ecoming more aware of tlie opportunities for eaucation, mutua{ aid, advocacy ana support tfiat 
are. of sucli great 6enefit to tfiem and tlieir fami{ies; ana 

tU)J{IE~, tfie Vnitea States of Jlmerica cef£6rates Worfa Ostomy (J)ay witfi tfie 
Intemationa{ Ostomy jlssociation ana Vnited Ostomy jlssociations of jlmerica, Inc. every tfiree 
years on tfie first Saturaay of Octo6er,· ana 

tU)J{IE~, tfie (}3orougfi of Watcfiung is committea to increasing pu6fic unaerstanaing 
of "ostomy" to eventua{Ey fie{p dispe{ tfie fear of tfiose a6out to unaergo tfiis surgery, as we{{ as 
tfie fear tfiat confronts tlieir famifies. '71iis aay can serve as a reminder to tlie jlmerican pu6fic 
tfiat tliis is a {ife-saving ana {if.e-restoring surgery; ana 

tU)J{IE~, Watcfiung recognizes tfie need tfiat pu6fic education and awareness is vita{ 
to ensure tfiose wfio are fiving witfi an ostomy face no discrimination ana are accepted as normal 
fieafrfiy indiviauafs. '71irougfi eaucation ana awareness, we can erase tfie mytfis, stigma ana 
em6arrassment tfiat are sometimes associate£ witfi fiaving an ostomy; ana 
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'W.JPE'll!J'JIS, Watchung ana other government ana private sectors are aeep{y committed' 
to the proper care and aavancement of k.,nowfeage aGout Gowe{ ana urinary diversion surgery as 
a resu{t of Girth aefects, aisease, injury ana other digestive aisoraers; ana 

'W.JPE'll!J'JIS, to increase puGfic acceptance of ostomy surgery ana continent diversion 
surgery with the tfi.eme "Ostomates' <:RJ,gfi.ts jlre Jfuman <Jw]fi.ts - anytime ana anywfi.ere! "<To fi.e{p 
tfi.e country recognize tfi.at fi.ea{tfi. is a human right for everyone, at every age, ana tfi.at tfi.is 
underserved patient popufation Fi.as patient niJfi.ts and are entitfea to quafity ostomy fi.eaftfi. care. 
'1ne <Borougfi. of Watcfi.ung honors "WorU Ostomy (J)ay" on Octo6er 2, 2021; ana 

'W.JPE'll!J'JIS, Watchung 's resiaent <E{{yn :Jvtantef{ Fi.as Geen presented' Gy tfi.e Vnitea 
Ostomy }lssociations of Jlmerica, as tfi.e :Jvtigfi.ty jlavocate of tfi.e %ar, after fi.aving created tfi.ree, 
and soon to Ge four Ostomy Support (Jroups (Over{oot (](1;t/J Somerset, CJ(WJ <BarnaGas ana this 
fa{( (](1;t/J :New <BrunswicR) ana Gegan a grass roots movement for Overfook.,:Jvtedica{ Center to 
Fi.ave an Outpatient Ostomy Center. 

.WOW, 'IJPF.<I/!$/Fo<.R:$, I, 1(eitfi. S. <Ba{{a, :Jvtayor of tfi.e (J3orougfi. of Watcfi.ung, County 
of Somerset, ao fi.ereGy procfaim Octo6er 2, 2021 as 

"''Worla Ostomy (J)ay-Ostomates1 <Joo/its ,ft.re Human <Joolits anytime anti anywliml,, 

and I ca{{ upon a{{ resiaents of Watcfi.ung to unite on tfi.is aay in a snowing of support to ensure 
quafity fi.ea{tfi. care for a{{ ostomates in a{{ fi.eaftficare settings. 
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