
         
 

National Adult Hepatitis B Vaccination Awareness Day 

Date: April 19, 2023 

Public Health Message Type:  ☐ Alert      ☐ Advisory      ☐ Update      ☒ Information 

Intended Audience: ☒ All public health partners ☒ Healthcare 
providers ☒ Infection preventionists 
 ☒ Local health departments ☒ Schools/child care 
centers ☒ ACOs 
 ☐ Animal health professionals ☐ Other:        

Action Items for Health Care Providers:   
• Screen all adults aged 18 years and older at least once in their lifetime using a triple 

panel test. 
• Screen pregnant people for hepatitis B surface antigen (HBsAg) during each pregnancy 

regardless of vaccination status and history of testing. 
• Expand periodic risk-based testing to include people incarcerated, people with a history 

of sexually transmitted infections or multiple sex partners, and people with hepatitis C 
virus infection. 

• Test anyone who requests HBV testing regardless of disclosure of risk. 
• Vaccinate all adults under age 60 and those over age 60 who have risk factors for 

hepatitis B infection.  
• Consider vaccinating adults aged 60 years and older without known risk factors for 

hepatitis B infection. 

Resources and References: 
• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Screening and Testing for Hepatitis B 

Virus Infection: CDC Recommendations — United States, 2023 
• CDC Hepatitis B Vaccination for Adults 

cdc.gov/hepatitis/hbv/vaccadults.htm#adultsRecommended 
• Hepatitis B Foundation hepb.org/ 

o Social Media Toolkit  
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1eqw4VwXFHz6GU5U2qjUuDyawUK0YB
VDV?usp=sharing 

• New Jersey Department of Health Vaccine Preventable Disease Program  
nj.gov/health/cd/topics/hepatitisb.shtml 
 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/url6291.njlincs.net/ls/click?upn=jL66BS4jIB0NfOtXOhT8PxJs0ZNrOiG0GlJJ-2B4NL7FnHJjOD-2BlciOo36fyO86TwLLVBai8AXrxk1zvdxkmfh7mepqIj50OvRq9qaYIkKxPUHYPIb2Vdw-2FrSO42yRx1-2BwzjxNfPb1spS9VNEIgO2p92rUfFNvFWlW19TJ2hXlUCuJhKHc4Vg9AHALxVIa7nYzNsrRdpd0QGKUS7RiYWa6VxHEo0BLLOnpxAX3XGS2Dg3F3mgDr3eojbDnp31btxDPUSUJ1agRsatoTJNHjqrGsOIlx-2Ba-2BOjyedLPc6FFnc4vACuw4-2BkyThBJe8ir4E9lkXkr9NJ8Rx1HXsR2t7Uw2tDvPG94yGbHY2H6PhQPAM332z3eVsgwQTq5IcVa8SWd56w5ltTTa-2B1Vx7XhJSx2GwPQwLNaRVhISCg3fTRxCar3H-2BcNFeL59fsPl1pMaBwwLJtzIsevnq-2F1S3d-2FwcedR7SSbNILqBGDY0LP5bTT4TNGZ-2F3F2TArM0sCNTTdqoh-2FnFNm50oXln2U3NjfQkpYhzWzYBpvox6E1Iia3sDfEk-2FbZ9sF9AtI5ksLXk1rpmIcprdnP-2FMca8pJ8K8IxaFwrCQksX6Q6jpXbS0cIEvlPYsg-3DCVAa_jrUqf5zwH7FzSx1F7hMR7ygBGk1YfQLR-2B7mG7WQpQWNAO0OlW3eYXOYy4mWPbXda2zg-2BmG5qJ0NumGm0oTRLxY-2F3JxmbJEH-2Btq0V0T1yWQcWl-2FY13GmeVswk9tJipHeMUhLdfmef6dWM-2BgeFy0G0F4JkO9-2Fg40pwcRJxYG1k7ohpB9NSVHI0KAYCHhYRVNz5V7rjnn8QNxXYammIYxuLQoed4Jb8HUPq-2B3HLU4wdsjw-3D__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!NifNenl3hFxrsEn_0xv6AhcsmE0QnQF9ZCLuECqQs4Z_miiyiMX8kKHcJj2Y2itMSu9jd2qVhJuaAzBdmkV29Zzw0Ncl0EA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/url6291.njlincs.net/ls/click?upn=jL66BS4jIB0NfOtXOhT8PxJs0ZNrOiG0GlJJ-2B4NL7FnHJjOD-2BlciOo36fyO86TwLLVBai8AXrxk1zvdxkmfh7mepqIj50OvRq9qaYIkKxPUHYPIb2Vdw-2FrSO42yRx1-2BwzjxNfPb1spS9VNEIgO2p92rUfFNvFWlW19TJ2hXlUCuJhKHc4Vg9AHALxVIa7nYzNsrRdpd0QGKUS7RiYWa6VxHEo0BLLOnpxAX3XGS2Dg3F3mgDr3eojbDnp31btxDPUSUJ1agRsatoTJNHjqrGsOIlx-2Ba-2BOjyedLPc6FFnc4vACuw4-2BkyThBJe8ir4E9lkXkr9NJ8Rx1HXsR2t7Uw2tDvPG94yGbHY2H6PhQPAM332z3eVsgwQTq5IcVa8SWd56w5ltTTa-2B1Vx7XhJSx2GwPQwLNaRVhISCg3fTRxCar3H-2BcNFeL59fsPl1pMaBwwLJtzIsevnq-2F1S3d-2FwcedR7SSbNILqBGDY0LP5bTT4TNGZ-2F3F2TArM0sCNTTdqoh-2FnFNm50oXln2U3NjfQkpYhzWzYBpvox6E1Iia3sDfEk-2FbZ9sF9AtI5ksLXk1rpmIcprdnP-2FMca8pJ8K8IxaFwrCQksX6Q6jpXbS0cIEvlPYsg-3DCVAa_jrUqf5zwH7FzSx1F7hMR7ygBGk1YfQLR-2B7mG7WQpQWNAO0OlW3eYXOYy4mWPbXda2zg-2BmG5qJ0NumGm0oTRLxY-2F3JxmbJEH-2Btq0V0T1yWQcWl-2FY13GmeVswk9tJipHeMUhLdfmef6dWM-2BgeFy0G0F4JkO9-2Fg40pwcRJxYG1k7ohpB9NSVHI0KAYCHhYRVNz5V7rjnn8QNxXYammIYxuLQoed4Jb8HUPq-2B3HLU4wdsjw-3D__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!NifNenl3hFxrsEn_0xv6AhcsmE0QnQF9ZCLuECqQs4Z_miiyiMX8kKHcJj2Y2itMSu9jd2qVhJuaAzBdmkV29Zzw0Ncl0EA$
https://www.cdc.gov/hepatitis/hbv/vaccadults.htm#adultsRecommended
https://www.hepb.org/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1eqw4VwXFHz6GU5U2qjUuDyawUK0YBVDV?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1eqw4VwXFHz6GU5U2qjUuDyawUK0YBVDV?usp=sharing
https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/topics/hepatitisb.shtml


 

Contact Information:  
Jennifer Smith, Health Educator 
Jennifer.Smith@doh.nj.gov 
609-826-4861 

 

 
April 30 is National Adult Hepatitis B Vaccination Awareness Day. This year’s celebration is 
especially significant since the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recently 
updated their screening and testing recommendations for chronic hepatitis B viral infections. 
The updated recommendations advise hepatitis B screening for all adults at least once in their 
lifetime. Full implementation of the recommendations will substantially improve timely 
diagnosis and facilitate linkage to care for persons with hepatitis B. 
 
Previous CDC recommendations for hepatitis B testing were based on identified risk for 
infection. Unfortunately, far too many people with hepatitis B in the United States are not 
aware of their infection. Each of these individuals is a missed opportunity for preventing 
morbidity and mortality highlighting the need for revised guidance.  
 
Vaccination continues to be the best way to prevent infection with hepatitis B and clinicians 
should continue to recommend the hepatitis B vaccine to all adult patients through age 59 
years who have not been vaccinated or whose vaccination status is unknown. Implementation 
of updated hepatitis B screening and testing guidelines in concert with hepatitis B vaccination 
recommendations  among adults can save lives.  
 
To recognize April 30th as National Adult Hepatitis B Vaccination Awareness Day, the Hepatitis 
B Foundation put together a social media toolkit featuring graphics and sample posts. The 
toolkit has been updated to include more universal messaging and the Call to-Action to 
eliminate hepatitis B though universal adult hepatitis B screening and vaccination.  
You can find the toolkit here: 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1eqw4VwXFHz6GU5U2qjUuDyawUK0YBVDV?usp=shari
ng 
 
Please share these tools and resources with your colleagues and patients. Together, we can 
help to eliminate hepatitis B viral infection! 
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