
BOROUGH OF WATCHUNG 
RESOLUTION: RI 

WHEREAS, Section 2-25.13 of the Code of the Borough of Watchung requires that 

contracts for purchases or services involving more than two thousand dollars be awarded by a 

resolution of the Mayor and Council. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Watchung, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, that the Purchasing Agent be authorized 

to issue Purchase Orders as follows: 

Vendor: 
Item: 
Total Price: 
Charged to: 

Vendor: 
Item: 
Total Price: 
Charged to: 

Vendor: 
Item: 

Total Price: 
Charged to: 

Vendor: 
Item: 

Total Price: 
Charged to: 

Vendor: 
Item: 
Total Price: 
Charged to: 

Vendor: 
Item: 
Total Price: 
Charged to: 

J H Reid Recycling, 172 Baekeland Avenue, Middlesex NJ, 08846 
Tub Grinder Rental for Tree Recycling at Ness Property 
$13,200.00 
2-01-155-273 

Absolute Fire Protection, 2800 Hamilton Blvd, S. Plainfield, NJ 07080 
2003 Pierce Pumper - w3 
$2,772.17 
2-01-185-269 

Zetron, 12034 1134th Ct., NE Redmond, WA 98052 
I-max call talking server core, 2-24 port POE switch, 16-remote configuration 
(replaces 911 system at WPD from fire) 
$57,280.00 
C-02-815-B0I 

Wireless Com, 55 Liberty St, Metuchen, NJ 08840 
NJSC hourly rate for installation of20-TEL-00910 
(installation of91 l system) 
$13,824.00 
C-02-815-B0I 

Craig Zaikov, Templar Drive, Watchung, NJ 07069 
Referee Reimbursements and Trophies 
$2,367.70 
2-01-245-207, 2-01-245-209 

Deegan Roofing Co., PO Box 367, Fanwood, NJ 07023 
Police Department Roof 
$29,500.00 
2-01-610-202 
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Vendor: 
Item: 
Total Price: 
Charged to: 

ADOPTED: 
INDEX: 
C: 

BOROUGH OF WATCHUNG 
RESOLUTION: Rl 

S.E. Rose Trucking & Excavating, Inc., 27 Passaic Avenue, Warren, NJ .07059 
Emergency catch basin repair 
$4,800.00 
2-01-205-281 

MARCH 17, 2022 
PURCHASING 
B.HANCE 

Ronald Jubin, 

fLd_. 
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BOROUGH OF WATCHUNG 
RESOLUTION: R2 

WHEREAS, each New Jersey municipality is required by the Recycling Enhancement 

Act to have mandatory Annual Recycling Tonnage Reports approved and "signed" by a 

Certified Recycling Professional (hereinafter "CRP"); and 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Watchung is desirous of retaining CRP services of 

Somerset County for the signing of said Annual Recycling Tonnage Report at the fee of 

$43.51 per hour; and 

WHEREAS, the award of the contract for said services to the County of Somerset 

pursuant to N.J.S.A. Section 13:IE-99.14 is an exception to the bidding requirements as set 

forth in the "Local Public Contracts Law" pursuant to N.J.S.A. Section 40A:l 1-5(2), and the 

Board of Chosen Commissioners for Somerset County. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of 

Watchung, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby 

authorized to execute an Agreement with the County of Somerset for a Certified Recycling 

Professional (CRP) to sign the Annual Recycling Tonnage Report, a copy of which is to be kept 

on file with the Clerk. 

ADOPTED: 
INDEX: 

MARCH 17, 2022 
Af'PORITMlaN+S A'f.lAll1>S I v,.,sc., GREt~ ,~ I\ V\ 

C: ~,B~~~Ce 



BOROUGH OF WATCHUNG 
RESOLUTION: R3 

WHEREAS, Mayor Keith S. Balla has recommended the appointment of certain 

individual(s) for the term(s) as listed below 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of 

Watchung, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the following appointments are hereby 

confirmed: 

GREEN TEAM ADVISORY 

Alison A. Cabrera 

ADOPTED: 
INDEX: 
C: 

MARCH 17, 2022 
APPOINTMENTS 
GREEN TEAM, 

Term 

I-Year Term, Ending on March 16, 2023 



BOROUGH OF WATCHUNG 
R E S O L U T I O N :R4 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Watchung, 

that the Borough Treasurer be, and is hereby directed to pay bills in the amount of 

$2,354,436.57 per the attached bill list. The expenditures can be broken down into 

the following categories: 

Animal Control 

Capital Fund 

Developer's Escrow 

Other Escrow 

Watchung Board of Education Taxes 

Watchung Hills Regional High School Taxes 

Current Fund 

Total !:;xpen~lture~: 

Pietro Mart . . • ' 
. . . ' . " - . 

. ' _._ .' ...... ,,, ' '' , __ • . _: _-- _....:.... 

Chris 

James Damato, Administrator 

Date: March 17, 2022 
Index: Finance 
C: Finance 

$ 31.80 

$ 35,212.20 

$ 1,393.27 

$ 115,939.55 

$ 1,024,190.00 

$ 596,529.00 

$ 581,140.75 

$ 2,354,436.57 

Freddie Hayeck 

Curt Dahl 

.~ 



BOROUGH OF WATCHUNG 
RESOLUTION: RS 

WHEREAS the properties listed below made their tax payments by mail; 

WHEREAS, due to post office issues, the payments were not received until after the due 

date; and 

WHEREAS, it has been determined that the property owners should not pay delinquent 

interest and the tax payments have been made in full. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Watchung, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Tax Collector is authorized to 

reimburse the properties below for the interest that was assessed for the delinquent payments: 

Block 201 Lot 2 50 Glen Eagles Drive 

Block 1005 Lot 8 7 Deer Run 

Block 6909 Lot 31 126 Oakwood Road 

West 

ADOPTED: 
INDEX: 

MARCH 17, 2022 
FINANCE-MISC. 

C: B. HANCE, D. GAEBELE, 

Grobard $17.59 

Yousry $145.08 

Volpe $194.38 

Ronald J ember 



BOROUGH OF WATCHUNG 
RESOLUTION: R6 

WHEREAS, in accordance with the "New Jersey Local Unit Pay to Play" law, Public 
Law 2004, Chapter 19 (N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq), the Borough of Watchung solicited proposals 
for the professional services of an Engineer for the year 2022 and were opened on November 30, 
2021; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council previously awarded a contract on January 6, 2022 to 
Remington & Vemick Engineers, 2059 Springdale Road, Chery Hill, NJ 08003 to perform the 
duties of Professional Engineer for the Borough including special assignments that may arise 
during the course of performing these duties; and 

WHEREAS, Remington & Vemick Engineers as part of its services to the Borough 
during 2022 can provide Contract Administration and Construction Observation Services for the 
FY 2020 & 2021 NJDOT Municipal Aid Improvements to Various Roadways project; and 

WHEREAS, the need exists for Remington & Vemick Engineers to provide Contract 
Administration and Construction Observation Services; and 

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough ofWatchu has certified that 
funds are available from the following bond ordinance: OR 21/04 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Go ing Body of the Borough of 
Watchung that Remington & Vernick Engineers is hereby authorized to provide Contract 
Administration and Construction Observation Services as listed on the attached proposal, dated 
February 8, 2022, in an amount not to exceed $58,000.00. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to 
advertise the contract amendment within ten days from the date hereof in accordance with the 
Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:l l-l, et seq.) concerning the award of contracts for 
professional services. 

ADOPTED: 
INDEX: 
C: 

i?eith S. B'al!a, Mayor "" 

MARCH 17, 2022 
AW ARDS, ROADS, FINANCE-BONDS, 
W. HANCE, ENG., 



BOROUGH OF WATCHUNG 
RESOLUTION: R7 

WHEREAS, in accordance with the "New Jersey Local Unit Pay to Play" law, Public 
Law 2004, Chapter 19 (N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq), the Borough of Watchung solicited proposals 
for the professional services of an Engineer for the year 2022 and were opened on November 30, 
2021; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council previously awarded a contract on January 6, 2022 to 
Remington & Vemick Engineers, 2059 Springdale Road, Chery Hill, NJ 08003 to perform the 
duties of Professional Engineer for the Borough including special assignments that may arise 
during the course of performing these duties; and 

WHEREAS, Remington & Vemick Engineers as part of its services to the Borough 
during 2022 can provide engineering, design, bidding specifications/ support, contract 
administration and construction observation services for the FY 2022 NJDOT Municipal Aid 
Improvements to Various Roadways Project; and 

WHEREAS, the need exists for Remington & Vernick Engineers to provide said 
services; and 

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of 
funds are available from the following bond ordinance: OR 21/04 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body the Borough of 
Watchung that Remington & Vemick Engineers is hereby authorized to provide engineering, 
design, bidding specifications/ support, contract administration and construction observation 
services as listed on the attached proposal, dated February 15, 2022, in an amount not to exceed 
$87,000.00. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to 
advertise the contract amendment within ten days from the date hereof in accordance with the 
Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1, et seq.) concerning the award of contracts for 
professional services. 

ADOPTED: 
INDEX: 
C: 

~ 
KeithS.Balla, Mayor " 

MARCH 17, 2022 
A WARDS, ROADS, FINANCE-BONDS, 
W. HANCE, ENG., 



BOROGUH OF WATCHUNG 
RESOLUTION: RS 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Watchung greatly appreciates the many volunteers who 

donate their time for the good and well-being of all residents; and 

WHEREAS, the Governing Body is aware that volunteerism is becoming rarer as 

people try to juggle many activities in their busy lives; and 

WHEREAS, this is especially true when the position one is volunteering their time for 

is a dangerous one, where in a moments' notice their life can be put on the line for the safety of 

others. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of Watchung, County of Somerset, State ofNew Jersey, that the appointments of 

the following individuals, as Members of the Watchung Fire Department are hereby proudly 

approved. 

RICHARD ENGMAN ANDYZWIRKO 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Governing Body of Watchung hereby 

commends these volunteers for serving our community • this capacity.P 

ADOPTED: 
INDEX: 
C: 

MARCH 17, 2022 
FIRE COMPANY 
FIRE DEPT., FINANCE, 

---
~. 



BOROUGH OF WATCHUNG 
RESOLUTION: R9 

BE IT RESOLVED that Ordinance OR:22/01 entitled: 

''AN ORDINANCE RESCINDING AND RENAMING CHAPTER 20, ENTITLED, 
"NOISE REGULATIONS" OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF WATCHUNG 
AND ADOPTING THE MODEL NOISE ORDINANCE AUTHORIZED BY THE 
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION" 

Public Hearing April 7, 2022 

heretofore introduced, does now pass on first reading, and that said ordinance be further 
considered for final passage at a meeting to be held on the 7th day of 
April, 2022 at 7:30 P.M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be reached, at the regular 
meeting place of the Borough Council, and that at such time and place all persons 
interested be given an opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance, and that the 
Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish said ordinance according to 
law with a notice of its introduction and passage on first reading and of the time and place 
when and where said ordinance will be further considered for final passage. 

ADOPTED: 
INDEX: 
C: 

MARCH 17, 2022 
MISC., 
C. TAYLOR, T. SNYDER, 
A. HART, 

Pietr~er 

l4!L 



BOROUGH OF WATCHUNG 
ORDINANCE NO. 22/01 

ORDINANCE RESCINDING AND RENAMING CHAPTER 20, ENTITLED, "NOISE REGULATIONS" 
OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF WATCHUNG AND ADOPTING THE MODEL NOISE 
ORDINANCE AUTHORIZED BY THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION 

WHEREAS, the State ofNew Jersey Department of Environmental Protection ("DEP") is authorized 
by the Noise Control Act of 1971, NJS.A. 13:lG-l, et seq., to promulgate codes, rules and regulations 
relating to the control and abatement of noise; and 

,-;-<:-:::~{;/,,·, 

WHEREAS, pursuant to NJS.A. 13: 1 G-21 and NJA.(;;tJJ~c.1.8 a local noise ordinance establishing 
specific sound level limits must meet with the written<'.jjft~~h,?f the New Jersey Department of 
Environmental Protection; and "~71? 1'2 J10;, 

,,:.<;;; \'.:fn[, 

WHEREAS, the DEP has developed a ~,,r Noise Ordinan'§~,J;iru;lt can be adopted by local 
. . 1. . d :4¼el --,.,, .. , 

mun1c1pa 1t1es; an :!:ff#2:. • >;:.;,:-._ 

➔3:-½:,_:·. _,:;·_/11/\-_ "'-':J 

WHEREAS, the Council of the BQJrrngh of w a[~q~ ~:j~termined that iH~>in the best interest of 
.,/,/-h:>,. •,){i:/,:J:,-::/.f_, ,-. _, 

the Borough and its residents to rescind ~iru;ll/itfJ 20, entitlecli&JtJ[mse Regulations" and to adopt the Model 
Noise Ordinance developed by the DEP; an'~/•.· •;i!lir•+ •,cf~) 

,,,,,,,, •,,-,:,j,. '/"i)' ;, 
'1<\-. _ · -:r{f);:-_ _ .·,-> ;:,_ 

WHEREAS excessiv,\~Q;W}d is a seriou$iµazarcl't@{f£rrllublic he~, welfare, safety, and the quality of 

life; ~d, ,.f ;i/'f;;ii[l0~;;;1; ,i,f0if.t~ttv, '• 
• ':"HEREAS a subst~}\!l bodf'i~science an9!;-f~chnology exists by which excessive sound may be 

substantially abated; and, ,,,,:::. "".:;;7 ) •,. 
2:{Ji1/~~%frr<\-_ __ _ • /i;;fi;;rg3tt]If:Xii!:>l\fhi<-> ,, ,_ _ <:£1~< 

wii:rlf'Ls'flt/?~~5'. hav'~~[{il,lht to, iirtdf~~Ml!fe ensured of, an environment free from excessive 
sound ·:w/;) / :-:';,f<, <::7,/;&' 

, •;;'1/~,;i \;~ / ;{fa~ 

NOW THfi1,l~FORE, BE'~;l;ORDAI;·~ that it is the polic! ofthe_Borough of Watchung, County 
of Somerset, State o•x~ Jersey to p~yent excessive sound that may Jeopardize the health, welfare, or safety 
of the citizens or degra~j]Q.e quality.;'.f~Jife; and 

-1&1;;Jp:,,, ,, j@;J 
BE IT FURTHER O'~.-i$ED that this ordinance shall apply to the control of sound originating 

from sources within the Borou'g.[Watchung; and 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that the Council of the Borough of Watchung hereby rescinds 
Chapter 20 of the Code of the Borough of Watchung in its entirety and hereby adopts to establish a new 
Chapter 20, entitled, "Noise" to state the following: 

§ 20-1 

CHAPTER20 
NOISE 

Declaration of Findings and Policy 

Whereas excessive sound is a serious hazard to the public health, welfare, safety, and the quality of 
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BOROUGH OF WATCHUNG 
ORDINANCE NO. 22/01 

life; and, 

Whereas, a substantial body of science and technology exists by which excessive sound may be 
substantially abated; and, 

Whereas the people have a right to, and should be ensured of, an environment free from excessive 
sound, 

It is the policy of the Borough of Watchung to prevent excessive sound that may jeopardize the health, 
welfare, or safety of the citizens or degrade the quality oflife. 

This ordinance shall apply to the control of sound origiJ'!'itfk11g from sources within the Borough of 
Watchung. •• •• • 

§ 20-2. Definitions 

The following words and terms, when usecll,iThthis ordinance, shall have the following meanings, 
, ,, ,, , 

unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. Terms not <defined in this ordinance have the same 
meaning as those defined in N.J.A.C. 7:29. 

"Construction" means any site preparatio~ assembly, erection, repair, alteration or similar action of 
buildings or structures. 

"dBC" means the sqµnd}evela.s, measurediµsing the''C"~eighting network with a sound level meter 
meeting the standiilfds set forthiI!, ANSI S L4- 1983 or its sft1;e!)ssors. The unit of reporting is dB(C). 
The "C" weighting n¢twork is ni(;il?e sensitive tglow frequencies than is the "A" weighting network. 

"Demolition"rJ'lyaI}S anyd1,;J1tiarttli~g;desJ1;uctiorilior removal of buildings, structures, or roadways. 
//-;, ;,,; -

f'·,;, ->[?;%> -- <?/-_-' --/~i<:J/>:::, --
"Depaef;fment" means ffi/r3.t-JewJers,ey Departin:eni of Environmental Protection. 

--·-.;,•;, - ;.y ,;,,, 

"Emer:i~ci~,.work" meari?~y wo;~;~ action necessary at the site of an emergency to restore or 
deliver esseiltf!\l,,services indh1ding, but not limited to, repairing water, gas, electricity, telephone, 
sewer facilitiesf,011,,public tragsportation facilities, removing fallen trees on public rights-of-way, 
dredging navigatrot!'il'Jwatep.JN.~s, or abating life-threatening conditions or a state of emergency 
declared by a govem1ngtLg~~\%y. 

"Impulsive sound" means either a single pressure peak or a single burst (multiple pressure peaks) that 
has a duration of less than one second. 

"Minor Violation" means a violation that is not the result of the pui;poseful, reckless or criminally 
negligent conduct of the alleged violator; and/or the activity or condition constituting the violation has 
not been the subject of an enforcement action by any authorized local, county or state enforcement 
agency against the violator within the immediately preceding 12 months for the same or substantially 
similar violation. 

"Motor vehicle" means any vehicle that is propelled other than by human or animal power on land. 
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BOROUGH OF WATCHUNG 
ORDINANCE NO. 22/01 

"Muffler" means a properly functioning sound dissipative device or system for abating the sound on 
engines or equipment where such device is part of the normal configuration of the equipment. 

"Multi-dwelling unit building" means any building comprising two or more dwelling units, including, 
but not limited to, apartments, condominiums, co-ops, multiple family houses, townhouses, and 
attached residences. 

"Multi-use property" means any distinct parcel of land that is used for more than one category of 
activity. Examples include, but are not limited to: 

I. A commercial, residential, industrial or public }llJl1tice property having boilers, incinerators, 
elevators, automatic garage doors, air conditi9f¢ts, laundry rooms, utility provisions, or health 
and recreational facilities, or other similar devices or areas, either in the interior or on the 
exterior of the building, which may be a1sHµI'Ce of elevated $Ound levels at another category on 
the same distinct parcel of land; or • • • • 

2. A building, which is both commercial (uswµly on tJ;re ground floor)Md residential property, 
located above, below, or otherwise adjacetit'to. :; 

= . . 

"Noise Control Officer" (NCO) mf~s,ai.e1t1r!oyee of a lo~iil, county orregional health agency which 
is certified pursuant to the County Envir9nment~Jiealth Act ~ J. S .A. 26: 3 A2-2 l et seq.) to perform 
noise enforcement actiyitie~ or an empfoyee ofa:municipality.with a Department-approved model 
noise control ordin~,¢~>~'1t;NCOs must receiye, noise enforcement training as specified by the 
Department in N.J~C. 7:291\nuis current1y~~ifi:ed in noiiseenforcement. The employee must be 
acting within his 01"1'/i:)!j designat¢qjurisdictiolil'a:iid must be authorized to issue a summons. 

"Noise ~~~~Jr;nx~stig~t<iM}'~'l}Il!eflilSfl:~ employee of a municipality, county or regional health 
co~fjf{fi'tillitfi~l?epa~pt-approvii.j~~&vnoise control ordinance and the employee has not 
rec~j~ noise enforcetfi~gt traffii~g.,as speciffedl\liy the Department in N.J.A.C. 7:29. However, they 
are kn~},~,dgeable abouti~i mo~f:ii-gise ordinance and enforcement procedures. A Noise Control 
Investigattr,l!l-ay only enfo~f~1section§;~"l;f the ordinance that do not require the use of a sound level 
meter. The e~1;l9yee must t1(~ting within his or her designated jurisdiction and must be authorized 
to issue a sumii'fl;lns. t;} 

"Plainly audible" meaii$M:Y~und that can be detected by a NCO or an NCI using his or her unaided 
hearing faculties of noffiial acuity. As an example, if the sound source under investigation is a 
portable or vehicular sound amplification or reproduction device, the detection of the rhythmic bass 
component of the music is sufficient to verify plainly audible sound. The NCO or NCI need not 
determine the title, specific words, or the artist performing the song. 

"Private right-of-way" means any street, avenue, boulevard, road, highway, sidewalk, alley or 
easement that is owned, leased, or controlled by a non-governmental entity. 

"Public right-of-way" means any street, avenue, boulevard, road, highway, sidewalk, alley or easement 
that is owned, leased, or controlled by a governmental entity. 

"Public space" means any real property or structures thereon that are owned, leased, or controlled by a 
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BOROUGH OF WATCHUNG 
ORDINANCE NO. 22/01 

governmental entity. 

"Real property line" means either (a) the vertical boundary that separates one parcel of property (i.e., 
lot and block) from another residential or commercial property; (b) the vertical and horizontal 
boundaries of a dwelling unit that is part of a multi-dwelling unit building; or ( c) on a multi-use 
property as defined herein, the vertical or horizontal boundaries between the two portions of the 
property on which different categories of activity are being performed ( e.g., if the multi-use property is 
a building which is residential upstairs and commercial downstairs, then the real property line would 
be the interface between the residential area and the commerc.ial area, or if there is an outdoor sound 
source such as an HV AC unit on the same parcel of propertyr£ije boundary line is the exterior wall of 
the receiving unit). Note- this definition shall not appJy:tiraf· commercial source and a commercial 
receptor which are both located on the same parcel <;1f\propetty ( e.g., a strip mall). 

"Sound production device" means any device wh◊se primary function is the production of sound, 
including, but not limited to any, musical i~t~ent, loudspeaker, radio, television, digital or analog 
music player, public address system or soun:d~?IBplifying equipment. 

v;_·?,,: ·:,_·. ',;\:\<.- }" 
"Sound reduction device" meanS§l,ll-Y device, sucltiis f;lf~ffler, baffle, shiril;id, jacket, enclosure, 
isolator, or dampener provided byiW~;manufacturer with:J;he equipment, or that is otherwise required, 
that mitigates the sound emissions i5Hhe e%tcipment. • • 

"Weekday" means any day .that is not a federal rro'ti'.l:a)(, and begiuning on Monday at 7 :00 a.m. and 
ending on the followingFrtday at 6:00 p.rm • 

~ . • . 

"Weekends" meani,egiuning onfriday at 6:00JP.m. and ending on the following Monday at 7:00 a.m. 

§ 20-3. A.ppll~al,-ility : ---- >:_;,)': 
·:,- :- • • •'"·"";.-i- ',,!".,· 

(A) 0 This nois; iitliriance 
f'f\;;{':,, 

to sou!~wi'f~

0

~e following property categories: 

i. • Industrial liiilities; 
-;,;,.__ ·:;;;;:;';_ 

2. ?'~Commercial fiwilities; 
3. @fmmunity s,i'n!ice facilities; 
4. ResiPdfe9:tial P?perties; 
5. Mult,:uf~ri)!ftJperties; 
6. Public and:Pfivate right-of-ways; 
7. Public spaces; and 
8. Multi-dwelling unit buildings. 

(B) This noise ordinance applies to sound received at the following property categories: 

1. Commercial facilities; 
2. Community service facilities (i.e. non-profits and/or religious facilities) 
3. Residential properties; 
4. Multi-use properties; 
5. Multi-dwelling unit buildings. 

- 4 -



(C) 

§ 20-4. 

(A) 

(B) 

(C) 

§ 20-5. 

(A) 

(B) 

(C) 

§ 20-6. 

(A) 

(B) 

BOROUGH OF WATCHUNG 
ORDINANCE NO. 22/01 

Sound from stationary emergency signaling devices shall be regulated in accordance with 
N .J .A. C. 7 :29-1.4, except that the testing of the electromechanical functioning of a stationary 
emergency signaling device shall not meet or exceed IO seconds. 

Exemptions 

Except as provided in § 20-9 and § 20-10 below, the provisions of this ordinance shall not 
apply to the exceptions listed at N.J.A.C. 7:29-1.5. 

Sound production devices required or sancti<,>J;!~d un.der the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA), FEMA or other government agencies>to the extent that they comply with the noise 
requirement of the enabling legislation or regulation. Devices which are exempted under 
N.J.A.C. 7:29-1.5 shall continue to be exempted. 

Construction and demolition activities are exemptJEom the souncl'.lt:vel limits set forth in 
tables I and II and III except as provided for:in § 20°CJ below. 

Enforcement Officers 

Noise Control Officers shall have the alilthority within their designated jurisdiction to 
investigate suspected violations of any se~tion of this ordinance and pursue enforcement 
activities. 

Noise Controtleyyestigllt01's shall havet.he authority within their designated jurisdiction to 
inye~tiga!t::suspecte~y~0Jation~<,>(1;1ny section of this ordinance that do not require the use of 

,.jtilound Feii)~eter Eff'.~,,plainly audiple, times of day and/or distance determinations) and 
• • pursue enfor~l1'lept act1~iti1;s. 

(';;,,;;, 
'</{\. >>/~. 

N~lif~. Control Offfe~l'!, and Iri¥~tigators may cooperate with NCOs and NCis of an adjacent 
murii~tl)!llity in enforcling one another's municipal noise ordinances. 

'.<1fJtJ;;, .. ' ; 
Measurerti'.e11;t Protocols 

?·- - .. • 

Sound measur:~~fs made by a Noise Control Officer shall conform to the procedures set 
forth at N.J.A.C. 7:29-2, except that interior sound level measurements shall also conform with 
the procedures set forth in § 20-6(B) of this ordinance and with the definition of "real property 
line" as contained herein. 

When conducting indoor sound level measurements across a real property line the 
measurements shall be taken at least three feet from any wall, floor or ceiling and all exterior 
doors and windows may, at the discretion of the investigator, be closed. The neighborhood 
residual sound level shall be measured in accordance with N.J.A.C. 7:29-2.9(b)2. When 
measuring total sound level, the configuration of the windows and doors shall be the same and 
all sound sources within the dwelling unit must be shut off ( e.g., television, stereo). 
Measurements shall not be taken in areas which receive only casual use such as hallways, 
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closets and bathrooms. 

§ 20-7. Maximum Permissible Sound Levels 

(A) No person shall cause, suffer, allow, or permit the operation of any source of sound on any 
source property listed in § 20-3(A) above in such a manner as to create a sound level that 
equals or exceeds the sound level limits set fort1; i~1ables I, II or III when measured at or 
within the real property line of any of the receivinfi/i:~cijJerties listed in Tables I, II or III except 
as specified in § 20-6(B). ' •• 

(B) Impulsive Sound 

.. 

Between 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m., impulsive sound shall noteqµal or exceed 80 decibels. 
Between 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., imptlf~ive soundw:hich occurs"less than four times in any 
hour shall not equal or exce.ed 80 decibels. • Impulstvre-sound which repeats four or more times 
in any hour shall be measuredsi& c;ontinuous sound.-and shall meet the requirements as shown . . . .. 

in Tables I and II. 

-·--·: 
-'/" 

:.> 

._ i• TABLE!' 
MAXffill}:M PERNfl!SSIBLE A-WkIGHTED SOUND LEVELS 

• <<WIIJjlN MEASUR$D OUTDOORS 

·• • .· .-_,,, . 

"t{"· < ;.< . •· 
<·--

':''-·<--- •_;' _.-. _,:>,;; 

RECEIVING Re;id"¢1)#al prop\:~, or resicteritial Commercial facility, non-residential 
'·'/'.'> 

PROPERTY .. portiom;l?f a multi.~!'!se property portion of a multi-use property, or 
/• 

CATEGORY _-,,,: community service facility 
.. ! . 

·•- ·•. _;"• 

TIME :«. i~.rn.-1 o.i, 10 o.m.-7 a.m. 24 hours 
,.-, >y 

Maximum A- 65 50 65 
Weighted sound 

level standard, dB 
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Receiving 
Property 
Category 

Octave 
Band Center 

Frequency, Hz. 

Time 

31.5 

63 

125 
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TABLE II 
MAXIMUM PERMISSIBLE A-WEIGHTED SOUND LEVELS 

WHEN MEASURED INDOORS 

RECEIVING 
PROPERTY 
CATEGORY 

TIME 

MaximumA­
Weighted sound 

level standard, dB 

Residential property, or residential 
portion of a multi-use property 

7 a.m.-10 p.m. •• >JO p.m.-7 a.m. 

55 40 

Commercial 
facility or non­

residential 
portion of a 
multi-use 

ro erty 

24 Hours 

55 

Note: Table II shall only apply when tb:e;sc.iurce and thehileceptor are separated by a real property 
line and they also share a common or abuttin1fwi;1ll, floor onceiling, or are on the same parcel of 
property. 

T ABbE->111 
MMIMU~Pl!:RMISSIJ~E OCT A VE BAND 

;< :}.Jg.i~~~D11~$:~JJ~~=~:tS IN DECIBELS 

; 

RfSi_dential property, or residential 
portion of a multi-use property 

Octave Band 
Sound Pressure Level, 

dB 

INDOORS 

Octave Band 
Sound Pressure Level, 

dB 

7 a.m.-10 o.m. 10 o.m.-7 a.m. 7 a.m.-10 o.m. 1 O o.m.-7 a.m. 

96 86 86 76 

82 71 72 61 

74 61 64 51 
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Commercial facility, 
non-residential 

portion of a multi­
use property, or 

community service 
facility 

96 

82 

74 

OUTDOORS 

Octave Band 
Sound Pressure 

Level, 
dB 

24 hours 

Commercial facility 
or non-residential 
portion of a multi-

86 

72 

64 

use property 

INDOORS 

Octave Band 
Sound Pressure 

Level, 
dB 

24 hours 



250 67 53 

500 63 48 
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57 43 

53 38 

67 57 

63 53 

1,000 60 45 50 35 60 50 

2,000 57 42 47 32 57 47 

4,000 55 40 45 30 55 45 

8,000 53 38 43 28 53 43 

Note: When octave measurements are made, the sound from the source must be constant in level and 
character. If octave band sound pressure level variations exceed plus or minus 2 dB in the bands containing 
the principal source frequencies, discontinue the measurement. 

§ 20-8. Sound Production Devices 

No person shall cause, suffer, allow, or permit the operation of any sound production device in such a 
manner that the sound crosses a property line and raises the total sound levels above the neighborhood residual 
sound level by more than the permissible sound level limits set forth in Table IV when measured within the 
residence of a complainant according to the measurement protocol in§ 20-6(B) of this ordinance. These sound 
level measurements shall be conducted with the sound level meter set for "C" weighting, "fast" response. 

TABLE IV 
MAXIMUM PERMISSIBLE INCREASE IN TOTAL SOUND LEVELS 

WITHIN A RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY 

Weeknights All other times 
10:00 p.m. - 7:00 a.m. 

Weekend nights 
11 :00 p.m. and 9:00 a.m. 

3 dB(C) 6 dB(C) 

I ---- - - -- - -- . I 

1§ 20-9. Restricted Uses and Activitie~ 

Note: This section is optional; any numbered paragraph may be adopted in its entirety. 

The following standards shall apply to the activities or sources of sound set forth below: 

A. Excluding emergency work, power tools, home maintenance tools, landscaping and/or yard 
maintenance equipment used by a residential property owner or tenant shall not be operated 
between the hours of 8:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m., unless such activities can meet the applicable 
limits set forth in Tables I, II or III. At all other times the limits set forth in Tables I, II or III 
do not apply. All motorized equipment used in these activities shall be operated with a mufller 
and/or sound reduction device. 
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B. Excluding emergency work, power tools, landscaping and/or yard maintenance equipment 
used by nonresidential operators (e.g. commercial operators, public employees) shall not be 
operated on a residential, commercial, industrial or public ( e.g. golf course, parks, athletic 
fields) property between the hours of 6:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m. on weekdays, or between the 
hours of 6:00 p.m. and 9:00 a.m. on weekends or federal holidays, unless such activities can 
meet the limits set forth in Tables I, II or III. At all other times the limits set forth in Tables I, 
II or III do not apply. All motorized equipment used in these activities shall be operated with 
a muffler and/or sound reduction device. 

C. All construction and demolition activity, excluding emergency work, shall not be performed 
between the hours of6:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. on weekdays, or between the hours of6:00 p.m. 
and 9:00 a.m. on weekends and federal holidays, unless such activities can meet the limits set 
forth in Tables I, II or III. At all other times the limits set forth in Tables I, II or III do not 
apply. All motorized equipment used inconstruction and demolition activity shall be operated 
with a muffler and/or sound reduction device. 

D. Motorized snow removal equipment shall be operated with a muffler and/or a sound reduction 
device when being used for.snow removal. At alt other times the limits set forth in Tables I, II 
or III do not apply. 

E. All interior and exterior burglar alarms of a building or motor vehicle must be activated in 
such a manner that the burglar alarm terminates its operation within five (5) minutes for 
continuous airborne sound and fifteen (15) minutes for intermittent sound after it has been 
activated. At all other times the limits set forth in Tables I, II or III do not apply. 

F. ~if:1cQ/i1tained, potjabfe,. non,vehicular music or sound production devices shall not be 
opefatecfi:>lil¼~public space or public right-of"way in such a manner as to be plainly audible at a 
:distance of 5(}fe~jn any direction from the operator between the hours of8:00 a.m. and 10:00 
}p.m. Between th¢;,llvurs ofl0:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m., sound, operated on a public space or 
ptiblic right-of-way,f!-9m such equipment shall not be plainly audible at a distance of 25 feet 
in any diJ"ection from":\:lre operator. 

G. It shall be 'iiiµla\Vful for any property owner or tenant to allow any domesticated or caged 
animal to create a,~~und across a real property line which unreasonably disturbs or interferes 
with the peace, comfort, and repose of any resident, or to refuse or intentionally fail to cease 
the unreasonable noise when ordered to do so by a Noise Control Officer or Noise Control 
Investigator. Prima facie evidence of a violation of this section shall include but not be limited 
to: 

(I) Vocalizing (howling, yelping, barking, squawking etc.) for five (5) minutes without 
interruption, defined as an average of four or more vocalizations per minute in that 
period; or, 

(2) Vocalizing for twenty (20) minutes intermittently, defined as an average of two 
vocalizations or more per minute in that period. 
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It is an affirmative defense under this subsection that the dog or other animal was intentionally 
provoked to bark or make any other noise. 

Motor Vehicles 

Note: This section is optional; any numbered paragraph may be adopted in its entirety. 

Violations of each paragraph of this section shall be considered purposeful and therefore non-minor 
violations. 

(A) 

(B) 

(C) 

(D) 

§ 20-11. 

(A) 

(B) 

(C) 

(D) 

No person shall remove or render inoperative, or cause to be removed or rendered inoperative 
or less effective than originally equipped, otherthefrrforthe purposes of maintenance, repair, or 
replacement, of any device or element of design inc0:£]Jorated in any motor vehicle for the 
purpose of noise control. No person sliajl operate a motilr vehicle or motorcycle which has 
been so modified. A vehicle not meeting'these requirements shall be deemed in violation of 
this provision if it is operated stationary or in motion in any pul>Iic space or public right-of-
way. ~-

No motorcycle shall be operated stationary orinni'otion unless it has a muffler that complies 
with and is labeled in accordance with, the F ederal~c,ise Regulations under 40 CFR Part 205. 

Personal or c~Il/Wercial vehicuFfil music amplification or reproduction equipment shall not be 
operated in}'fI~FiZa:ilianner that it is plainly a¥dib1eatdistance of25 feet in any direction from 
the operater. Tu.e.· tween the•hours of 10:.00p;m. and &:.O:<:,a.m. 

,·; 

<; ,',', '/'. 

Personal or co~ercialx~hjqlJl<LT music\amplification or reproduction equipment shall not be 
9:;~t!lfe!t)11such a Ill<lflllittffa.ti~,J\l:l.iinly ii~ible at a distance of 50 feet in any direction from 

}tfi~15peratof~tweenthe hours of8'.;~,a.m.and 10:00 p.m. 
';, ,,, ,' ',.,' ,. '• ' ;· ,,, ,,,;, 

ViJfit.~n of any pro✓i~lic,n ofthitordinance shall be cause for a Notice of Violation (NOV) or 
a NoticiJiof Penahy Assessment (NOPA) document to be issued to the violator by the Noise 
Control dffi:cer or Noise Control Investigator. 

<, 
,-.·-+r:\.-,_,_CJ,'.-:: 

Any person whc/~cflates any provision of this ordinance shall be subject to a civil penalty for 
each offense of not more than the maximum penalty pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:49-5, which is 
$2,000 as of December 2014. If the violation is of a continuing nature, each day during which 
it occurs shall constitute an additional, separate, and distinct offense. 

Upon identification of a violation of this Ordinance the Noise Control Officer or Noise Control 
Investigator shall issue an enforcement document to the violator. The enforcement document 
shall identify the condition or activity that constitutes the violation and the specific provision 
of this Ordinance that has been violated. It shall also indicate whether the violator has a period 
of time to correct the violation before a penalty is sought. 

If the violation is deemed by the Noise Control Officer or Noise Control Investigator to be a 
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minor violation (as defined in§ 20-2) a NOV shall be issued to the violator. 

I. The document shall indicate that the purpose of the NOV is intended to serve as a 
notice to warn the responsible party/violator of the violation conditions in order to 
provide them with an opportunity to voluntarily investigate the matter and voluntarily 
take corrective action to address the identified violation. 

2. The NOV shall identify the time period (up to 90 days), pursuant to the Grace Period Law, 
N.J.S.A. 13: 1D-125 et seq. where the responsible party's/violator's voluntary action can 
prevent a formal enforcement action with penalties issued by the Health Department. It 
shall be noted that the NOV does not constitute a formal enforcement action, a final 
agency action or a final legal determination that a violation has occurred. Therefore, the 
NOV may not be appealed or contested. 

(E) If the violation is deemed by the Noise Control Officer or Noise Control Investigator to be a 
non-minor violation, the violator shall be notified that if the violation is not immediately 
corrected, a NOP A with a civil penalty of not more than the maximum penalty allowed 
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:49-5, which is $2,000 as of December 2014, will be issued. If a non­
minor violation is immediately corrected, a NOV without a civil penalty shall still be issued to 
document the violation. If the violation occurs again (within 12 months of the initial violation) 
a NOPA shall be issued regardless of whether the violation is immediately corrected or not. 

(F) The violator may request from the Noise Control Officer or Noise Control Investigator, an 
extension of the compliance deadline in the enforcement action. The Noise Control Officer or 
Noise Control Investigator shall have the option to approve any reasonable request for an 
extension (not to exceed 180 days) if the violator can demonstrate that a good faith effort has 
been made to achieve compliance. If an extension is not granted and the violation continues to 
exist after the grace period ends, a NOP A shall be issued. 

(G) The recipient of a NOPA shall be entitled to a hearing in a municipal court having jurisdiction 
to contest such action. 

(H) The Noise Control Officer or Noise Control Investigator may seek injunctive relief if the 
responsible party does not remediate the violation within the period of time specified in the 
NOPA issued. 

(I) Any claim for a civil penalty may be compromised and settled based on the following factors: 

§ 20-12. 

1. Mitigating or any other extenuating circumstances; 

2. The timely implementation by the violator of measures which lead to compliance; 

3. The conduct of the violator; and 

4. The compliance history of the violator. 

Consistency, Severability and Repealer 
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(A) If any provision or portion of a provision of this ordinance is held to be unconstitutional, 
preempted by Federal or State law, or otherwise invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, 
the remaining provisions of the ordinance shall not be invalidated. 

(B) All ordinances or parts of ordinances, which are inconsistent with any provisions of this 
ordinance, are hereby repealed as to the extent of such inconsistencies. 

(C) No provision of this ordinance shall be construed to impair any common law or statutory cause 
of action, or legal remedy there from, of any persontfor injury or damage arising from any 
violation of this ordinance or from other law. 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Council of the Borough of Watchung that this Ordinance 
shall take effect upon final passage and publication aCCl))'ding to law; and. 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Couri~il of the Borough ofWatc)aung that it hereby authorizes 
and directs within thirty (30) of the final adoption ofthe within Or~inance, the 8orough Clerk or Borough 
Administrator prepare the required Certification and to &JJbmityhe Certification a.long with the within 
Ordinance to the New Jersey Department of Environmenta~.l?toteiition for approval; aird 

,,,,, 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED bythe Council of the Bor<'>"ttiµi of Watchung that it hereby authorizes 
all Borough officials and employees to take any and all action necessaryto implement and enforce the withing 
Ordinance. 

<-;_;\::>::Jt·--,"­
INTRQ'lfl\J(1t:Blvi;~ • •. 
PASSED'. ' 
PUBFtlSijED: 
ADOPTED:. 

ATTEST: 

Edith G. Gil, Borough Clerk 

INDEX: 
C: 

MISC, 
C.TAYLOR, T. SNYDER 
A. HART, 

APPROVED: 

Keith S. Balla, Mayor 
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BOROUGH OF WATCHUNG 
RESOLUTION: RIO 

BE IT RESOLVED that Ordinance OR:22/02 entitled: 

"ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 27 OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH 
OF WATCHUNG ENTITLED, "RESIDENTIAL RENTAL PROPERTY 
REGISTRATION" 

Public Hearing April 7, 2022 

heretofore introduced, does now pass on first reading, and that said ordinance be further 
considered for final passage at a meeting to be held on the 7th day of 
April, 2022 at 7:30 P.M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be reached, at the regular 
meeting place of the Borough Council, and that at such time and place all persons 
interested be given an opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance, and that the 
Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish said ordinance according to 
law with a notice of its introduction and passage on first reading and of the time and place 
when and where said ordinance will be further considered for final passage. 

ADOPTED: 
INDEX: 
C: 

MARCH 17, 2022 
MISC., 
C. TAYLOR, T. SNYDER, 
A. HART, C. CZUBA, ENG. 

QJQ£) 
Pietro Martino, Council Member 
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ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 27 OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 
WATCHUNG ENTITLED, "RESIDENTIAL RENTAL PROPERTY REGISTRATION" 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the health, safety, and welfare of its citizens for the 
Borough of Watchung to amend its existing Ordinances regulating the rental of residential units 
within the Borough; and 

WHEREAS, NJ.SA. 40:48-2 provides in relevant part that a municipality may make, 
amend, repeal, and enforce ordinances not contrary to the laws of this State or the United States, 
as it may deem necessary and proper for the good government, order, and protection of persons 
and property, and for the preservation of the public health, safety, and welfare of the municipality 
and its inhabitants; and 

WHEREAS, NJ.SA. 40:48-2.12(a) provides in relevant part that the governing body of 
any municipality may make, amend, repeal, and enforce ordinances to regulate buildings and 
structures and their use and occupation to prevent and abate conditions therein harmful to the 
health and safety of the occupants of said buildings and structures and the general public in the 
municipality; and 

WHEREAS, NJ.SA. 40:48-2.12(b) provides in relevant part that the authority conferred 
by this act shall be in addition to authority heretofore or hereafter conferred on the governing 
bodies of municipalities in respect to the construction and maintenance of buildings and structures 
and parts thereof endangering the public health and safety; and 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40:48-2.12( c) provides in relevant part that any ordinance adopted 
pursuant to this act may provide for registration of owners and management of every building and 
structure in the municipality that is occupied by two or more families as tenants of the owner or 
lessor; and 

WHEREAS, NJ.S.A. 40:48-2.12(f) provides in relevant part that any ordinance adopted 
pursuant to this act may also provide that the muni9ipality may abate a nuisance, correct a defect, 
or put the premises in the propi::r condition so as to comply with the requirements of any municipal 
ordinance or state law applicable thereto, at the cost of the owner or lessor, and expend municipal 
funds for such purpose and charge the same against the premises, and the amount thereof as 
determined by the governing body of the municipality shall be a lien against the premises; and 

WHEREAS, NJ.SA. 40:48-2.12(m), provides in relevant part that a municipality may 
adopt ordinances regulating the maintenance and condition of any unit of dwelling space, upon the 
termination of occupancy, in any residential rental property for. the purpose of the safety, 
healthfulness, and upkeep of the structure and the adherence to such other standards of 
maintenance and condition as are required in the interest of public safety, health, and welfare. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Watchung, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that it hereby amends Chapter 27 of the Code 
of the Borough of Watchung, entitled, "Residential Rental Property Registration" to state as 
follows: 
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Additions to code are reflected with bold and underline. 
Deletions from code are reflected with strikeouts 

CHAPTER27 

RESIDENTIAL RENTAL PROPERTY REGISTRATION 

§ 27-1. PREAMBLE. 

The governing body of the Borough of Watchung finds and declares that it is necessary to 
require persons who engage in the business of offering property for rent to file for and obtain 
a Certificate of Registration for each rental unit located within the Borough of Watchung in 
order to protect the public health, safety, and welfare and that it is a rational exercise of the 
municipal police power to require that each residential rental unit substantially complies 
with all applicable laws and ordinances. NJS.A. 46:8-28 et seq. requires the registration of 
rental units either with the State of New Jersey or with the Municipal Clerk or designee in the 
municipality where the rental unit is situated. 

The Borough of Watchung intends that this chapter will parallel the requirements of NJS.A. 46:8-
28 et seq., and to the extent that the information required to be furnished by this chapter satisfies 
the requirements of NJS.A. 46:8-28 et seq., the information will be filed and indexed by the 
Borough Clerk or designee in such a manner that the owner will comply with the requirements of 
NJS.A. 46:8-28 et seq., as well as with the requirements of this chapter. 

It is the intention of the Borough to rely upon certain of the information required to be furnished 
to the Borough Clerk or designee pursuant to NJS.A. 46:8-28 et seq., and to require certain 
additional information so as to enable the Borough to fulfill its responsibilities in promoting and 
protecting the public health, safety, and welfare. 

It is the express intention of the Borough to encourage compliance with applicable law and nothing 
contained _within this chapter is intended to be nor shall it be construed to be an attempt to interfere 
with a legislative policy enacted by the State of New Jersey. 

The purpose of this chapter is to ensure that residential rental units are properly maintained and to 
protect the lives and property of Borough residents. 

§ 27-2. DEFINITIONS. 

Unless the context clearly indicates a different meaning, the following words or phrases when used 
in this chapter shall have the following meaning: 

AGENT - Shall mean the individual or individuals designated by the owner of a rental unit as 
the person authorized by the owner to perform any duty imposed upon the owner by this chapter. 
The term agent does not necessarily mean a licensed real estate broker or salesperson of the State 
of New Jersey as that term is defined by NJS.A. 45:15-3; however, such term may include a 
licensed real estate broker or salesperson of the State of New Jersey if the person designated by 
the owner as his or her agent is so licensed. 
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APARTMENT COMPLEX- Shall mean two or more buildings, each containing two or more 
apartments, which are located within close proximity of each other and are owned by the same 
owner. 

APARTMENT or DWELLING - Shall mean any apartment, cottage, bungalow, any-room or 
rooms in a rooming/boarding house, or other dwelling unit consisting of one or more rooms 
occupying all or part of a floor or floors in a building, whether or not designed with cooking and/or 
plumbing facilities. 

CERTIFICATE OF CONTINUED OCCUPANCY - Shall mean that as a result of a general 
inspection of the visible parts of the building and dwelling unit, no violations have been 
determined to exist or to have occurred and no unsafe conditions have been found, and that 
the existing use of the building can lawfully continue. 

CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION - The certificate issued by the Borough Clerk or designee 
attesting that the rental unit has been properly registered and inspected in accordance with this 
chapter 

Shall meru1 th:e fHgf□@n1 t0 ,vhom the lie@flB@ is iasued l3 ~usuant to this ehapte,. Th@ 
term. "lie@11see" inehules , , ith:in its deiniti0n the term. "agent" 1.vhe,e applieOOle. 

OWNER - Shall mean any person or. group of persons, firm, corporation,-eie---fr11~-<o&E-+lier&c;f:,-
partnership-' association, or trust_. ,1.r ufl:. ;er (1.L -:LU'"\)_[ the £u:(·,:_: __ ;;uin2 -~:ntitic:..; ___ that ,i.r \Yhc1 owns, 
operates, or exercises control over or is in charge of a rental facility. 

PERSON - Shall mean an individual, firm, corporation, partnership, association, trust, or other 
legal entity, or any combination thereof. 

RENTAL FACILITY - Shall mean every building;_i!l group of buildings, or a portion thereof 
\'Ch,Hhlh,1[ is kept, used, maintained, advertised,. or held out to be a place where living 
accommodations.l__ \\'L:.~:~:F:.T I-u. ::_c __ :.,-J1e1J \H L_r:,_f1.ffn.l:ihc.:J, are supplied-1 L1_·, (_inc 1Jr r:th)_L-C; 

inlE \"i.1J,.1;.:.:_",w.t1etr'r2-'t''-:f~-H+t±t':Lr;.-,,-.J.----~+F--+r: • : .. ·-:i;:.11:±+;J-1:t:>J·;· for pay or other consideration, l·r)--·t+tlE+-(-\-L-'------·±:r:h-rff.3-

i+1,.!-i'\'ttlHttli"···and is meant to include apartments and apartment complexes. 

RENTAL UNIT- Shall mean a dwelling unit ··4c1~sU1,1L is available for lease or rental purposes 
and is meant to include individual rooms in a dwelling, individual apartments located within 
apartment complexes, as well as single family dwellings. For purpose§a of the within Chapter, 
rental units shall also include those regulated by Chapter 27 A; entitled "Short term Rental 
Property," 

§ 27-3. REGISTRATION REQUIRED. 

All rental units shall hereafter be registered with the Borough Clerk or his/-her designee or such 
other person as designated by the Borough Council on forms whiehthat the Borough Clerk shall 
provide for that purpose. Such registration shall occur on an annual biennial (e¥Sf)' ether year) 
basis as provided herein. 

§ 27-4. REGISTRATION; INITIAL REGISTRATION PROVISIONS. 
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a. Each rental unit shall be annnally registered 
1 J'ffi6f, te each change iR 0ccUJ3ancy. 

with the Borough Clerk ~ 

b. I and shall be valid until 
J.).: c,c,n1J,,,,L: .. \ugtlc,t ;;+"!:, eftlrn seee11.!l 3 ew, at which time it shall expire and a new registration shall 

~~;:;~i~:~· .. J;,~!~i~::~::'.,::::::':::::::~~:,:•:',,~,';:~;~:~:~~~;~:~,~~:~!~;;~~~::~''ir •i'+r· 

has been executed prior to the adoption of this chapter shall not be affected, but the rental unit 
must nevertheless be registered and inspected in accordance with this chapter. No rental unit shall 
hereafter be rented unless the rental unit is registered in accordance with this chapter. 

§ 27-5. REGISTRATION FORMS; FILING, CONTENTS. 

Without in any way intending to infringe upon the requirements of NJS.A. 46:8-28 et seq., all 
rental units shall also be registered as provided in this chapter. Every owner shall file with the 
Borough Clerk or designee or such other person as designated by the Borough Council a 
registration form for each unit contained within a building or structure. which shall include the 
following information: 

a. The name and address of the record owner or owners of the apartment complex or 
apartment and the record owner or owners of the rental business if not the same persons. In the 
case of a partnership, the names and addresses of all general partners shall be provided together 
with the telephone numbers for each of such individuals indicating where such individuat may be 
reached both during the day and evening hours. If the record owner is a corporation, the name and 
address of the registered agent and corporate officers of said corporation <lull be rir, 1 rrd,:,d together 
with the telephone numbers for each of such individuals indicating where such individual~ may be 
reached both during the day and evening hours. 

b. If the address of any record owner is not located in Somerset County, the record owner 
shall designate the name and address of a person who resides in Somerset County and who is 
authorized to accept notices from a tenant and to issue receipts therefor and to accept service of 
process on behalf of the record owner. 

c. The name and address of the agent of the premises, if any. 

d. The name and address, including the dwelling unit number of the superintendent, janitor, 
custodian, or other individual employed by the owner or agent to provide regular maintenance 
service, if any. 

e. The name, address, and telephone number of an individual representative of the owner or 
agent who may be reached or contacted at any time in the event of an emergency affecting the 
premises or any unit or dwelling space therein, including such emergencies as the failure of any 
essential service or system, and who has the authority to make emergency decisions concerning 
the building and any repair or expenditure. 

f. The name and address of every holder of a recorded mortgage on the apartment complex 
or apartment. 
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g. If fuel oil is used to heat the building and the landlord furnishes the heat in the building, 
the name and address of the fuel oil dealer servicing the building and the grade of fuel oil used. 

h. As to each rental unit, a specification of the exact number of sleeping rooms contained in 
the rental unit In order to satisfy the requirement of this section, an owner shall submit a 
dimensional floor plan which shall become part of the application and which shall be attached to 
the registration form when filed by the Borough Clerk or designee. 

i. A copy of the lease shall be made available to the Borough Clerk or designee for inspection, 
or copies ;/;all r>i provided to the Borough Clerk or designee upon request within IO business days. 

j. A statement that the owner acknowledges and grants permission to the Borough's 
inspecting official for the right to inspect the dwelling unit i+1I1, c which the Registration is 
made. 

Jg. Such other information as may be prescribed by the Borough. 

§ 27-6. REGISTRATION FORM; INDEXING AND FILING; PUBLIC INSPECTION. 

The Borough Clerk or designee shall index and file the registration forms. In doing so, the Borough 
Clerk or designee shall follow NJ.S.A. 46:8-28.1 as amended and supplemented so that the filing 
of the registration form will simultaneously satisfy the registration requirements of NJ.SA. 46:8-
28 to the extent that it applies to the property being registered and will also satisfy the registration 
requirements of this chapter. 

§ 27-7. REGISTRATION FORM; AMENDMENTS; FILING. 

Every person required to file a registration form pursuant to this chapter shall file an amended 
registration form within 20 days after any change in the information required to be included 
thereon._ No fee shall be required for the filing of an amendment except where the ownership of 
the premises is changed and, in such circumstances, a new Certificate of Registration shall be 
reguiredva new registration shall be completed and submitted, and an inspection shall be 
scheduled. 

§ 27-8. PERIODICANNUAL INSPECTIONS; UNSATISFACTORY INSPECTIONS. 

a. Inspections required by this chapter shall be performed by representatives of the Building 
Department designated by the Construction Official,-v,1+IeB'L~~~1,,+1±c,1rc"''"'"""k¥,a~,.{~,*'"''''l""''"''le 

b. 1""""l""''""l'~'•'""•''(;,,,,e¥,,<t'·•-•;,.,--,.,,,_Each rental unit shall be inspected at least once every 1224 
months, or upon petition, 1°Fa showing of cause, or'"'"''++!+:+, change in tenancy or occupancy. 

c. }'+fft>es-:+-c,f-In--:prH'c,<'•fr-Such inspection shall be for the purpose of determining Zoning 
Ordinance e,1n(l T ::nif llTl.! :t,·i __ l:_; ':alc_:i:',- _ \._,.:L ___ compliance, __ .i,w::..!-..\:~d..iLR._, ···.:\·11.h, ,·t1~_ LL_n.ula-ti\ 1.0, x·::qlnLc·;:ncuL.·: 

rcLrL1.:1J Lt 1 :-:~n,. J~:_:.,_-:c.n,::.d._iY•~: ,:1 r;d ,.:::G"lii_ 11.:i __ n:1\J.t1,. :,x[dl_: -:d.1u:n d,:~Yi ;,:::.'.-; c1eid Jj _ _1_·.::; ,:_:xh11gni.:,hcr.--:, and to the 
extent applicable, to determine ifthere are apparent violations ofH;c,'---n+;_,➔H'rl( ,,+,,:,-;;1;;,,;!+1r±-',,·,,';;_ 

J;i--lbc\,c'.±Hh.!e+iliccl'l<-;(+!-,H,, f);·-H>•{+·<,h'c- I- ,,-+l,>;; Y,HJ,l,,[-1;c1,~--'--+-d+., I 'iil±,1( ,+/· li'C, .;.,;.;+JccJ+-cs--c'---,H~-, ➔ anv other 
applicable law, , ,, , ,rdin,,m:c .. _ I( upon such inspection. it is determined that a referral is necessary 
to another department or agency, that referral will be made by the inspection officer. 

Page 5 of 10 



BOROUGH OF WATCHUNG 
ORDINANCE NO. 22/02 

d. All rental unW.s ·rni,,,,, •·- h•-:•+h::2:Uf,;L,,11 ·vc--shall be subject to inspections "~2 
d0t.e1•min•,1J f their conditions in order to safeguard the health, safety, and welfare of the 
occupants of such rental units and of the general public and to determine compliance with 
this H0rdinance. The owner, operator, agent, and occupant shall make the units and lease 
agreements available as needed for such inspections and are required to provide the 
necessary arrangements to facilitate such inspections. )nspections shall be made with the 
consent of the occupant, who bn, ,t, IJ», oflegal age to grant such consent, or, absent consent, 
with an administrative search warrant,_iJ there is reason to believe that a violation exists 
l'>'hid1thai. poses an immediate threat to health or safety, requiring inspection and abatement 
without delay. Reasonable attempts shall be made to obtain consent of the occupant, but ii 
COJ}0-.!.:.{ll .h .not 11.iY i: LL H "IT ill. ·1) \; (_'.(Ju" ;j cl_ 0 r 1.~d (l _,,~-i_o h~Lj () q { J_i'JJ1i1;() r· d_:hLllL.:~. 

£: [,"1HHt1,+lcH•.+,1r+-l-r~+J'13&1,i,;.+1+-In the event that the inspection of a rental unit does not result in 
a satisfactory inspection, no tenant shall occupy the property until the necessary corrections have 
been made so as to bring the property and rental unit into compliance with the applicable law and 
the property is thereafter subsequently inspected and registered. In the event that the property is 
occupied when such conditions are discovered, all such corrections shall be made within 60 days, 
and if not made within that period, the owner shall be deemed in violation of this chapter and every 
day that the violation continues shall constitute a separate and distinct violation, subject to the 
penalty provisions of§ 27-17& of this chapter. 

§ 27-9. ACCESS FOR INSPECTION; REPAIRS; COMPLAINTS. 

a. The inspection officers are hereby authorized to make inspections to determine the 
condition of rental facilities, rental units, and ,,,,,nL· :; 1-,,,,., •:•'.+•,+HBc\Ll·,,tnm-:;m, 1 •l' d'.i::,UL1'! .. ' in 
order that they may promote the purposes of this chapter to safeguard the health, safety, ,:Litcl 

welfare of the occupants of rental facilities, rental units, and r+••'i'rHi'±g-C•H·+rchngh,-Hcc'.·•••·--,,1.p,1clrncnL:; 

, rr ilwdling:s and of the general public. For the purposes of making such inspections, the inspecting 
officers are hereby authorized to enter, examine, and survey rental facilities, rental units, and 
fHH±Hi-frg,•~-•w,r,ctng ]'\\+'-..H',h,:l"'•Lrtrnccc,1. ,.,c ,lwclln•~· at all reasonable times._ The owner or occupant 
of every rental facility, rental unit, and 0 HHH+i-r15.-h,,;o,c,Jin-g-b,11+:eay-,,ntrncm , ,,- ,_hydlir19, shall give 
the inspecting officer free access to the rental facility, rental unit, and 
hHHsBapanmenl. , •r ,.l we Hin 9. at all reasonable times for the purpose of such inspections, 
examinations,, and surveys. 

b. Every occupant shall give the owner of the rental facility, rental unit, and c4\J'BiHt 
h, +ff•,:liHg·hHrtc:":·c11,mt,-n,c;m ,,JLng access to any part of such rental facility, rental unit, and 
n+~>l±l'ittg,-J;,,,,c±fi£-Hg--l:e.+;c,,--:c,,c,p,vtnFx,, ·. ,r cl,,-,_,;], D 12 at all reasonable times for the purpose of making 
such repairs or alterations as are necessary to effect compliance with the provisions of this chapter 
or any lawful order issued pursuant thereto. 

c. 1~,sffJti lct;d'11,.,-Within 10 business days of receipt of a complaint alleging a reported violation 
of this chapter, an inspecting officer may, upon written request to the owner, conduct an inspection 
as provided by this chapter. In the event that the owner fails to respond to the written request or 
authorize the inspection, the owner may be issued a summons for a violation of this chapter. 

§ 27-10. PROHIBITIONS ON OCCUPANCY. 
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No person shall occupy any rental unit, nor shall the owner permit occupancy of any rental unit 
within the Borough \Y±n,,:J1tbc>.L is not registered in accordance with this chapter. 

§ 27-11. ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION. 

Upon the filing of a completed registration form, iffri-payment of the prescribed fee, and 
,;, ,wrlcu, ,n , ,fa satisfactory inspection, the owner shall be entitled to the issuance of a eCertificate 
offB,egistration commencing on the date of issuance and expiring on 1+,,e,Hnb,,t,.c\.'!'~11,n 3P';J,,,, 
-zs+>B-±Ht➔ of the ,,s,,H,,-t_, ,n,c calendar year. A registration form shall be required for each rental 
unit, and ,t_ eCertificate of £Registration shall issue to the owner for each rental unit, even if more 
than one rental unit is contained in the property. 

§ 27-llA. CHANGE OF TENANCY OR OCCUPANCY. 

a. In the event the tenancy or occupancy changes during the c ,kn,L1" year, the landlord, 
owner, or managing agent, shall be required to obtain a Certificate of Continued Occupancy 
from the Borough and shall, no later than ten (10) days withinfrom the change of 
tenancy/occupancy, file ffif'-a Certificate of Continued Occupancy Aapplication for the 
unit(§) that are the subject of the change of tenancy/occupancy. 

b. In the event the tenancy or occupancy changes dnring the ,:;1lcGC!i1r year and upon 
filing of an Aapplication for a Certificate of Continued Occupancy, the rental J:1 ,,ilit,, o, 
facilities and/or rental unitl§.l shall be inspected by the Borough, 

c. In the event the tenancy or occupancy changes during the ,c<1kn 1-hu· year, the landlord, 
owner, managing agent, tenant, and/or lessee shall permit the inspection of the rental Jn ,,iJ th 

or facilities and/or rental unit(§.'i. Failure to file a timely application for a Certificate of 
Continued Occupancy, to allow access for inspection, and/or to schedule an inspection shall 
be grounds for revocation ofthe Certificate of Registration. 

§ 27-11B. PETITIONED INSPECTIONS. 

a. An inspection will be required when petitioned by a tenant, and/or occupant, upon 
notice to the property owner, landlord, or a representative of a rental dwelling unit, provided 
that the petitioner: 

(1) is the lawful tenant or occupant of the premises in the petition; 
(2) files the petition with the Code Enforcement Department and with the property 

owner, specifying a violation under this Article and; 
(3) agrees to provide access to the premises under his/her control for the purposes of 

inspection and for abatement of any violations found to exist. 

b. Upon filic,'? the ,,0,1u•,-Hu1,!.iti"u, the Ynetitioner shall pay to the Borough the 
inspection fee provided in§ 27-12. In the event +-'r2icl--lHi<·B+fti,,ni:·,·<',1,-1Ha-rk',!rn-i!~a violation U, 
J'ound !n exist,, the property owner shall, within a reasonable time determined by the 
inspecting officer,t correct the violation and notify the Borough of his/her action. If a 
petitioner requests a subsequent inspection and the violation still exists, the proper owner 
shall pay the petitioned inspection fee. If the violation has been corrected, the petitioner shall 
pay the petitioned inspection fee. 
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c. ~'lo·e.\m petitioned inspection will be scheduled by the Borough within ten (10) 
working days of the filing of the Ppetition. 

§ 27-12. FEES. 

At the time of the filing of the registration form, and prior to the issuance of a e~ertificate of 
FRegistration, the owner or agent of the owner must pay a fee, and the appropriate party must pay 
other fees in accordance with the following: 

a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

Annual- bieooial (evef)' ethef year-) registration and inspection fee of $!50 per unit; 

An inspection fee because of a change in tenant ill: occupancy of $50 per unit; 

A re-inspection fee of $50-B-per unit; 

Fee for failure to be present andll,, provide access at requested inspection time OS­
minute p,c,;i,t•,rw, '·' period) of $50.00, 

Petitioned inspection fee of $50.00. 

fa. If the owner of the property is a senior citizen, Clcfa,,,' : a person 65 years or older, who 
resides in a unit of the property and rents out the remaining unit or units and would otherwise 
qualify for a property tax deduction pursuant to N.J.S.A. 54:4-8.41, there shall be no fee for dlclJll: 
of the units, except for re-inspections, petitioned inspections. and for the failure to be present 
and/or provide access at the requested inspection time; 

If any fee li·-:Lcd in par,,o. ,:,Hs ( ,_· 'lm,i1211 (::·, •h•Y'. is not paid, a Certificate of Registration 01· 

n C:1.:.rtlficatc oJ Coui:_bn1ed {).12cuu·i.l_n121,-, a,'; l.l.'1,;,;. __ ,. J., 1
..: 1J1aY }i,e., will not be issued, and if anY fee 

h not paid within 30 days of its due date, a late fee surcharge of $30 will be assessed. 

§ 27-13. PROVIDING REGISTRATION FORM TO OCCUPANTS AND TENANTS. 

Every owner shall provide each occupant or tenant occupying a rental unit with a copy of the 
registration form required by this chapter as well as a Certificate of Continued Occupancy to 
the extent applicable. This particular provision shall not apply to any hotel, motel, or guest house 
registered with the State ofNew Jersey pursuant to the Hotel and Multiple Dwelling Act as defined 
in N.J.S.A. 55:13A-3. _This provision may be complied with by posting a copy of the Certificate 
of F_Registration eertifieateand, if applicable, the Certificate of Continued Occupancy m a 
conspicuous place within the rental unit. 

§ 27-14. TAXES AND OTHER MUNICIPAL CHARGES; PAYMENT PRECONDITION 
FOR REGISTRATION. 

No rental unit may be registered and no e~ertificate of F_Registration , •r l :c,1iL,,,;Lc , , ,: ,_:",:u;r,,,,J 
: ,,_:,:ur,ann shall issue for any property containing a rental unit unless all municipal taxes, water 
and sewer charges and any other municipal assessments are paid on a current basis. 

§ 27-15. OTHER RENTAL UNIT STANDARDS. 
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All dwelling and rental units shall be maintained in accordance with the Uniform Construction 
Code, BOCA Maintenance Code, Housing Code, Building Code, the Uniform Fire Safety Act, 
the Property Maintenance Code, and any other applicable law-, "r , ,r,lH•.1n;c,,, -'0;"1:,1,.'.)-'I:' 

§ 27-16. OCCUPANT STANDARDS. 

a. !-1+.s<S's,r<.tn\<. Only those occupants whose names are on file with the Borough Clerk as 
required by this chapter may reside in the registered lieenseEi premises. It shall be unlawful for 
any other person to reside in said premises, and this provision may be enforced against the owner, 
landlord, tenant, or other person residing in said premises. 

b. The provisions of the New Jersey State Housing Code shall apply to all rooms registered 
lieenseEi under this chapter. 

c. r-:,,mph:Hhs•J· ·''.,0ilk 1,-,1eh,c;1~J:-,,,ii.'·cc--The maintenance of all rental facilities and the conduct 
engaged in upon the premises by occupants and their guests shall at all times be in full compliance 
with all applicable ordinances of the Borough and with applicable law. 

d. .Pcrn1+1i,o;,.,,-Any owner, landlord, tenant, or other person violating the provisions of this 
section shall be subject to the penalty provisions of Section '27-11& of this chapter. 

§ 27-17. VIOLATIONS; PENALTIES. 

Any person who violates any provision ofthis chapter shall, upon conviction in the Municipal 
Court of the Borough or such other court having jurisdiction, be liable tefor the penalty stated in 
Chapter I, Section 1-5, General Penalty. 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Council of the Borough of Watchung that should 
any section, paragraph, sentence, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance be declared unconstitutional 
or invalid for. any reason, the remaining portions of this Ordinance shall not be affected thereby 
and shall remain in full force and effect, and to that end the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby 
declared to be severable; and 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Council of the Borough of Watchung that in the 
event of any inconsistencies between the provisions of this Ordinance and any prior ordinance of 
the Borough of Watchung, the provisions hereof shall be determined to govern, and the 
inconsistencies of the prior ordinance are hereby repealed. All other parts, portions, and provisions 
of the Ordinances of the Borough of Watchung are hereby ratified and confirmed, except where 
inconsistent with the terms hereof; and 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Council of the Borough of Watchung that within 
five (5) days after its adoption by the Council, this Ordinance shall be presented to the Mayor for 
his approval and signature, which approval shall be granted or denied within ten (I 0) days of 
receipt of same, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:60-5( d). If the Mayor fails to return this Ordinance with 
either his approval or objection to same within ten (I 0) days after it has been presented to him, this 
Ordinance shall be deemed approved; and 
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BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Council of the Borough of Watchung that this 
Ordinance shall take effect upon final passage and publication according to law and approval by 
the Mayor pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:60-5(d); and that all registration requirements contained 
herein shall be complied with prior to September I, 2022, and all inspections shall be required to 
be completed prior to December 31, 2022. 

INTRODUCED: MARTINO 
PASSED: 
PUBLISHED: 
ADOPTED: 

APPROVED: ATTEST: 

KEITH S. BALLA, MAYOR EDITH G. GIL, l;!OROUGH CLERK 

INDEX: CODE, 
C: A. HART, C. TAYLOR, 

C. CZUBA, T. SNYDER, ENG. 
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BE IT RESOLVED that Ordinance OR:22/03 entitled: 

"AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 12 OF THE CODE OF THE 
BOROUGH OF WATCHUNG, ENTITLED "FIRE PREVENTION" REQUIRING 
THE REGISTRATION AND INSPECTION OF "NON-LIFE HAZARD USES" 
WITHIN THE BOROUGH OF WATCHUNG" 

Public Hearing April 7, 2022 

heretofore introduced, does now pass on first reading, and that said ordinance be further 
considered for final passage at a meeting to be held on the 7th day of 
April, 2022 at 7:30 P.M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be reached, at the regular 
meeting place of the Borough Council, and that at such time and place all persons 
interested be given an opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance, and that the 
Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish said ordinance according to 
law with a notice of its introduction and passage on first reading and of the time and place 
when and where said ordinance will be further considered for final passage. 

ADOPTED: 
INDEX: 
C: 

MARCH 17, 2022 
MISC., 
C. TAYLOR, T. SNYDER, 
A. HART, C. CZUBA, ENG. 

Pietro Martino, Council Member 
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ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 12 OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 
WATCHUNG, ENTITLED "FIRE PREVENTION" REQUIRING THE REGISTRATION 
AND INSPECTION OF "NON-LIFE HAZARD USES" WITHIN THE BOROUGH 

WHEREAS, the Uniform Fire Safety Act, NJS.A. 52:27D-192 et seq. and the Uniform 
Fire Code, NJA.C. 5:70-1 et seq. are locally enforced in the Borough of Watchung by the Fire 
Prevention Bureau; and 

WHEREAS, Chapter 12 of the Code of the Borough of Watchung ("Code") creates and 
governs the Fire Prevention Bureau and provides for the registration and inspection of"life hazard 
uses" within the Borough; and 

WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough Watchung has determined that in order to 
promote the health, safety, and welfare of Borough residents it is necessary to amend Chapter 12 
of the Code of the Borough of Watchung to require the registration and inspection of "non-life 
hazard uses" and fire suppression/sprinkler systems within the Borough of Watchung. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Borough of Watchung, 
County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, that it hereby amends Chapter 12 of the Code of the 
Borough of Watchung, entitled, "Fire Prevention" to state as follows: 

§ 12-1 

§ 12-1.1 

CHAPTER12 

FIRE PREVENTION 

LOCAL ENFORCEMENT OF THE UNIFORM FIRE CODE. 

Local Enforcement Authorized. 

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:27D-202(a) of the Uniform Fire Safety Act (P.L. 1983, c. 383 
Section 11) the New Jersey Uniform Fire Code shall be locally enforced in the Borough of 
Watchung. 

§ 12-1.2 Agency Designation. 

The local enforcing agency shall be the Watchung Fire Department Bureau of Fire 
Prevention. 

§ 12-1.3 Duties. 

The local enforcingement agency shall enforce the Uniform Fire Safety Act and the codes 
and regulations adopted under it in all buildings, structures, and premises within the Borough, 
other than owner-occupied buildings used exclusively for dwelling purposes and containing fewer 
than three dwelling units, (N.J.S.A. 52:27D-203(a)), 

§ 12-1.4 Inspection of Life Hazard Uses. 
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The local enforcing agency established in subsection 12-1.2 shall carry out at least once 
per year the periodic inspections of life hazard uses as defined in and required by the Uniform 
Fire Code ("!.J.A.C. 5:70-2.4 through N .. J.A.C. 5:70 2.4])) on behalf of the Commissioner of 
Community Affairs. 

§ 12-l.4A Registration and inspection of non-lifo-hazanl uses. 

a. All commercial, industrial, educational, recreational, and other nonresidential 
uses that do not fall within the definition of life hazard uses shall submit an annual 
registration to the Borough of \Vatdmng Clerk and shall be inspected annually by the local 
enforcing agency for compliance with the Uniform Fire Code. 

b. All commercial, industrial, educational, recreational, and other nonresidential 
uses whiffithat are not within the definition of life hazard uses, upon a change of use or 
change of occupancv shall register with the Borough of Watchung Clerk and be inspected 
bv the local enforcing agcney for compliance with the Uniform Fire Code. 

c. The necessary forms shall be provided hv the Borough of Watchung Clerk 
and shall require iuformation substantially similar to that required for the registration of 
life hazard uses as set forth in N.J.A.C. 5:70-2.6. 

d. The annual registration and change of usc/occnpancv fees for non-life-hazard 
uses are as follows: 

SQUARE FOOTAGE FEE 
() tll 50() $50 

500 to 1 000 $60 
1 001 to 2000 $70 
2,001 \o.::L.Q!JO $80 
3 001to4000 $90 
4001 to 5.000 $100 
5 001 to 6.000 $110 
6 001 to 7 000 $120 
7 001 to 8 000 $130 
8.001 to 9 000 $140 

9 001 to 10 000 $150 
10 001 \o 11 000 $170 
11 0011.{} 12 000 $19Q 
12,001 to 13 000 $220 
13 001 to 14 000 $230 
14 001 to 15 000 $250 
15 001 \o 20 000 $280 
20 001 to 25 000 $310 
25 001 to 3UiQ00 $340 
.::ill,001 \o 35 000 $370 
35,00 l to 40 000 S400 
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SQUARE FOOTAGE 
40 001 to 45 000 
45 001 lo 50 000 
SQ,001 tll 5 5 000 
55.001 to 60 000 
60.001 lo 65 000 
65.001 to 70.0110 
70.001 to 75 000 
75.001 to 80.000 
80 001 to 85 000 
85 001 lo 90 000 
90.001 to 95 000 

95 001 to 100 000 
Each 5.000 or 12art over 100,000 

FEE 
$430 
$460 
$500 
$541) 
$58() 
:S620 
$661) 
$700 
$740 
$781) 
$820 
$860 
$50 

e. If an owner of a non-life-hazard use has not registered and paid the 
appropriate fee, the local enforcing agency shall notifr the owner in writing of said 
noncompliance, including an explanation of the nature of the noncompliance. The failure to 
comp Iv within thirty {30) davs after receipt of said notice shall he a violation of this chapter. 

§ 12-1.5 Organization; Fire Official. 

The local enforcing agency established by subsection 12-1.2 shall be a part of the Borough 
of :watehung FiFe Departmeru:, and shall be under the direct supervision and control of the Fire 
Official, who shall report to the Borough Administrator. 

§ 12-1.6 Appointments, Term of Office, Removal. 

a. __ Appointment of Fire Official. _ The local enforcing agency shall be under the 
supervision of a Fire Official who shall be appointed by the Mayor and-with the advice and 
consent of the Council._ The Fire Official shall serve as the chief administrator of the agency. 

b. __ Term of Office._ The Fire Official shall serve for a term of one year. 

c. __ Inspectors and Employees. The Mayor andwith the advice and consent of the 
Council shall appoint 81iuch inspectors and other employees as may be necessary in the local 
enforcing agency shall lie appointed by the MayOF ana Couneil. 

d. __ Removal from Office._ Inspectors and other employees of the enforcing agency 
shall be subject to removal by the Mayor and-or the Council for inefficiency or misconduct. _Each 
inspector or employee proposed to be removed shall be afforded an opportunity to be heard by the 
appointing authority or a designated hearing officer. 

§ 12-1.7 Board of Appeals. 

Pursuant to Sections 15 and 17 of the Uniform Fire Safety Act, any person aggrieved by 
any order of the local enforcingemem agency shall have the right to appeal to the Construction 
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Board of Appeals of the County of Somerset upon written request for a hearing._ A copy of the 
request shall be sent to the local enforcing agency A;!t the time the request is made, a eopy shall 
be sent to the loeal enforeing ageney. 

§ 12-2 SMOKE SENSITIVE ALARM, CARBON MONOXIDE ALARM DEVICES, AND 
FIRE EXTINGUISHER INSTALLATION. 

§ 12-2.1 Requirement for Smoke:-Sensitive, and Carbon Monoxide Alarm Devices and 
Fire Extinguisher Installation in One: or Two:-Family Structures. 

A structure used or intended for use for residential purposes by not more than two families 
shall have a smoke-sensitive and carbon monoxide alarm device on each level of the structure and 
outside each separate sleeping area in the immediate vicinity of the bedrooms and located on or 
near the ceiling, or as specified-as by manufacture1:::installation recommendation. The installation 
of battery-operated, smoke-sensitive and carbon monoxide alarm devices shall be accepted as 
meeting the requirements of this section. _Additionally, fire extinguishers shall be installed 
(mounted unobstructed from view) within 10 feet of any and all kitchen areas. 

§ 12-2.2 Change of Occupancy. 

Before any structure set forth in subsection 12-2.1 above is sold, leased, or otherwise made 
subject to a change of tenancv or occupancy for residential purposes, the owner shall obtain a 
certificate of smoke deteet0Fscnsitive, and carbon monoxide alarm device and fire extinguisher 
compliance (Certificate of Smoke Detector Compliance - hereinafter referreJ to as "CSDCJ from 
the local enforcing agency._ The application for a CSDC shall be provided by the local enforcing 
agency upon request of the applicant. 

§ 12-2.3 Multiple Dwellings. 

Compliance with the requirements of the Uniform Fire Safety Act relating to smoke­
sensitive and carbon monoxide alarm devices and fire extinguishers Iin all multiple dwellings 
of more than two families, shall be governed by the provisions of §27-8 of the Code of the 
Borough of Watchung. upon the termination ef any eilisting tenaney and prior te the occupancy 
ef each apartment ffillt located in the multiple G\Velling, the owner of the multiple chvelling shall 
be re(flHred to install smoke sensitive, carbon meneilide alarm devices and fire eictinguishers as 
hereinafter provided. The owner ef the multiple d.welling shall be deemed. to be the evmer ef the 
smoke sensitive, carbon moneicid.e alarm d.evices and. fire eictinguisheFS. This subsection shall not 
recluce the re(flHrements of the Uniform Censtruetien Ced.e, l'lew Jersey Department ef 
Community Affairs, or any ether entity having control ever multi family d.v,ellings and. shall be 
d.eemed. to be in ad.d.itien to these requirements. The d.eviees shall be installed eutsid.e each separate 
sleeping area and in the immed.iate vieinity of the bed.rooms and. located. on or near the ceiling or 
as specified. as by manufaeture installation recemmend.atien. Ad.d.itionally, a d.e,fiee shall be 
loeated. at the top of each stairway base and./0f eilitway so as to '.Varn the eeeupants ef the d.welling 
ffillts (er apartments) served. by sueh stairwell er eititvray. The installation ef battery operated 
smoke sensitive and. carbon menmdde alarm d.evices shall be aceepted as meeting the requirements 



BOROUGH OF WATCHUNG 
ORDINANCE NO. 22/03 

of this seetion. Fire 01mnguishers shall be installed pursuant to the requirements set forth in 
N.J.A.C. 5:70 4.19(e). 

§ 12-2.4 Types of Smoke-Sensitive and Carbon Monoxide Alarm Devices Required. 

All devices and equipment for smoke-sensitive and carbon monoxide alarm devices shall 
be approved or listed by a nationally recognized testing laboratory, i.e., UL or FM, and shall be in 
compliance with all regulations of authorizing agencies. _It shall be the obligation of the owner of 
such smoke-sensitive and carbon monoxide alarm devices to maintain the same in operable 
condition at all times. _Fire extinguishers shall meet or exceed the requirements set forth in 
N.J.A.C. 5:70-4.19(e). 

§ 12-2.5 Enforcement. 

The enforcement and administration of the provisions of the smoke-sensitive alarm device 
provisions set forth herein are delegated to the \l/atelHmg Fire Inspector appointed in accordance 
with subsection 12-1.6 of this chapter._ The Fire Inspector will prepare and arrange for the 
dissemination of appropriate forms, certificates, and other required paperwork to implement the 
requirements of this section. _The certification of compliance with the terms ofthis section may be 
executed by the Fire Inspector once compliance has been completed. 

§ 12-2.6 Fees. 

The owner of the structure(s) referred to herein, which require the inspection and/or 
installation of smoke-sensitive, carbon monoxide alarm devices and fire extinguishers, shall be 
required to apply for an inspection to verify the owner's compliance with the terms of this section 
from the Fire Inspector, ten (10} working days prior to the date inspection is required. Provided 
the application is filed and the fee is paid to the Fire Inspector not less than 10 working days 
prior to the date of the requested inspection, +!he eastfee for sf.th~ inspection, to be paid at 
the time of afiplieation through the Fire Proteetion Inspeetor, shall be $100.50 if the afiplication 
for the inspection and payment of the fue due is eornpleted at least 10 working days before the date 
requested by the af)plicant fur an inspection. If the application for the inspection is filed and/or 
the fee is paid nine or fewer working days prior to the date requested by the applicant for 
inspection, +hethe fee shall be $15000, or such other amount at the Fire Inspector's discretion 
of the Fire Proteetion Inspeetor, but not to exceed the above one IHmEired ($12,40~ dollarl,-fee, 
if the afiplication fur the inspeetion and the payment of the fee due is completed nine working days 
or less befure the date requested by the applicant fur inspeetion. _ The fee for any required 
reinspection (which shall not be those inspections referred to in subsection 12-2. 7 hereof) shall be 
$25, which shall be due and payable at the time of reinspection. 

§ 12-2.7 Inspector's Maximum Wait Time Required by Inspector to \l,Z:ait. 

The Fire Inspector performing the inspection called for herein shall only-be required to 
wait no more than I 2G minutes after the time set for the performance of the inspection. Jf the 
person reguestingordering the inspection does not appear to let the Fire Inspector into the property 
to be inspected within that I .2G:-minute period, then-the owner or person requesting the inspection 
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must then request that the Fire Inspector return fora theruJW inspection and shall pay an additional 
fee of $25 fer reinsjleetion. 

§ 12-2.8 Duration of Certificate of Compliance. 

All certificates of compliance issued hereunder shall be valid for the period of 60 days from 
the date of issuance. _In the event that the closing of title or change of occupancy for the property 
for which the certificate is issued does not take place within the 60:-day period, the owner of the 
property will be required obtain a new roinspection of the same at the cost set forth in § 12-
2.6hereinabove. 

§ 12-2.9 Allocation of Inspection Fees. 

All fees and revenues received pursuant to this Section 12-2 shall be appropriated by the 
Mayor and Borough Council to the Office of the Fire Inspector for the purpose of enforcing the 
Borough of Watchung's Fire Protection Code, as required by all applicable laws aud 
ordinancesN.J.A.C. 5:70 2.3 and 4.19(d), Uniferm Fire Code 5:70 2.9 Fees: Registration; 
Certifieate of Smoke and Camon Monoidde Alarm Complianee (d) and (e). Smoke detester earbon 
monmdde and fire eictinguisher in one and two story dwellings. 

§ 12-2A REGISTRATION OF FIRE SUPPRESSION/SPRINKLER SYSTEMS 

§ 12-2A-1 Registration of Fire Suppression/Sprinkler System 

a. All commercial, industrial, educational, recreational, and other nonresidential 
uses that are not within the definition of life hazard uses and have a fire suppression and/or 
sprinkler system shall register annually with the Borough of Watchung Clerk and shall be 
subject to an annual review by the local enforcing agency for compliance with all applicable 
laws and ordinances. 

b. All commercial, industrial, educational, recreational, and other nonresidential 
uses that are not within the definition of life hazard uses and have a fire suppression and/or 
sprinkler system shall register upon a change of occupancy or change of use with the 
Borough of Watchung Clerk and shall be subject to a review by the local enforcing agency 
for compliance with all applicable laws and ordinances. 

c. In order to complete the registration, all commercial, industrial, educational, 
recreational, and other nonresidential uses that are not within the definition of life hazard 
uses and have a fire suppression and/or sprinkler system shall complete a Borough of 
Watchung registration form, which shall include a certificate from a registered/certified fire 
suppression and/or sprinkler system professional stating that the current system is in full 
compliance with all applicable laws and ordinances. 

d. Each separate building. store, premises, place, or location shall require a 
separate registration, unless a single system is utilized to cover and protect separate premises 
or locations, and in such a case, the single registration shall indicate the same. 

§ 12-2A-2 Registration Fee of Fire Suppression/Sprinkler System 
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The Borough of Watchung Clerk shall collect a fee of $75.00 for the registration of 
the fire suppression and/or sprinkler system for all commercial, industrial, educational, 
recreational, and other nonresidential uses that are not within the definition of life hazard 
~ 

§ 12-3 FIRE LANES AND FIRE ZONES. 

§ 12-3.1 General Provisions. 

a. Designation of Fire Lanes and Fire Zones. 

1. Certain areas within the Borough of Watchung shall be designated as fire lanes 
to provide clear access to buildings for the-firefighting equipment in the event of an 
emergency--eall._ Fire hydrants and water connection devices located on local, County, 
State, and private roads shall be designated as fire zones. 

2. Fire lanes/fire zones may be located on public or private property. 

3. Fire lanes/fire zones shall be established by the Bornugh Fire Official, and 
drawings or pictures of properties delineating fire lanes/fire zones shall be kept on file in 
the Bureau of Fire Prevention. 

b. __ Notice to Affected Property Owners. 

1. Notice that a property requires the posting of signs or painting of fire lanes/fire 
zones shall be sent to the property owner by the Bureau of Fire Prevention, whether by 
personal delivery or certified mail. 

2. Within 30 days of receipt of such notice, said property owner shall install 
required signs and paint required stripes. 

c. __ Intervention by the Borough for Failure to Comply._ In the event that-a property 
owner fails to comply with the requirements of this section, the Bureau of Fire Prevention shall 
issue a Notice of Violation, followed by a summons returnable in the Municipal Court if the 
violation is not abated within 10 days of the date of the Notice of Violation. 

d. __ Parking, Stopping, or Standing of Vehicles Prohibited. _No person shall park, stop, 
or leave standing any vehicle, whether attended or unattended, in any designated fire lane or fire 
zone or obstruct any designated fire lane or fire zone. 

e. Fire Hydrants. No person shall park, stop, or leave standing any vehicle within 
15 feet of any fire hydrant or other fire water connection device. 

f. __ Restrictions for Loading Zones. _In designated loading zones designated herein, 
attended vehicles may stop solely for the purpose ofloading or unloading and only for the period 
of time necessary to accomplish such loading or unloading. 

g. __ Installation of Signs, Painting of Lines. 
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I .Markings. The owner shall, within 30 days of being given notice to do so by the 
Fire Official, mark the lanes as follows: 

WSigns, with minimum dimensions of 12 inches by 18 inches constructed of metal 
with raised red letters a minimum of two inches in size on a white background shall be 
posted at a level of at least seven feet above grade, indicating "NO PARKING A+ 
Al'JYTIME." Immediately lH!der these signs shall be another sign, ·.vith mimmum 
dimensions of 12 inehes by siit inehes stating "FIRE ZONE" or "NO PARKING FIRE 
LANE." Spacing of signs shall be even with a minimum of one sign for every 50 feet of 
fire lane or part thereof, or as ordered by the Fire Official. _All signs and markings must be 
unobstructed and visible for a distance of at least I 00 feet when viewed from a position 
approximately five feet above the ground while in the fire lane. 

2. Diagonal yellow lines six inches in width shall be painted on the pavement along 
the length of the fire lane/fire zone. _Fire Lanes or Fire Zones shall have a minimum width 
of 18 feet, a minimum depth of six feet from curb and/or edge of pavement, with lettering 
measuring one and one-half (I 1/2) feetfeet high letters stating: 

FIRE ZONE 
NO PARKING 

FIRE LANE 
NO PARKING 

or all as directed by the Fire Official. 

3. Fire zones associated with fire hydrants and water connection devices shall be 
identified with yellow paint extending 15 feet in both directions on the curb and/or 
pavement where possible. 

4. All curbing shall be painted yellow. 

§ 12-3.2 Enforcement Agencies. 

The Borough of Watchung Police Department will E~nforcement of the no parking in 
fire lanes/fire zones parking restrictionswill be by the Borough of \!,'atehlHlg Poliee Department. 
The Bureau of Fire Prevention will E~nforccment of the installation of signs and painting of 
lines in fire lanes/fire zones will be by the Bureau of Fire Prevention. 

§ 12-3.3 Penalties. 

a. Violators who park illegally in a fire lane or fire zone, obstruct fire hydrants from 
use, or obstruct Fire Department connections, shall be subject to a fine of $10034c _Said fine shall 
be imposed on complaint and conviction in the Municipal Court. 

b. Property owners failing to install signs or paint pavement within 30 days of receipt 
of notice requiring such signs or painted pavement shall be subject to a fine not to exceed $500. 
Said fine shall be imposed on complaint and conviction in the Municipal Court. _Each day that the 
property owner fails to install a sign or paint the pavement shall be considered a separate and 
specific violation, 
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BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Council of the Borough of Watchung that should 
any section, paragraph, sentence, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance be declared unconstitutional 
or invalid for any reason, the remaining portions of this Ordinance shall not be affected thereby 
and shall remain in full force and effect, and to that end the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby 
declared to be severable; and 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Council of the Borough of Watchung that all 
ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent with this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent 
of their inconsistencies only; and 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Council of the Borough of Watchung that this 
Ordinance shall take effect upon final passage and publication according to law. 

INTRODUCED: 
PASSED: 
PUBLISHED: 
ADOPTED: 

APPROVED: 

KEITH S. BALLA, MAYOR 

INDEX: CODE, 

MARTINO 
MARCH 17, 2022 

ATTEST: 

EDITH G. GIL, BOROUGH CLERK 

C: A. HART, C. TAYLOR, 
C. CZUBA, T. SNYDER, ENG. 
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SUPPORTING A SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH PLAINFIELD AREA 
REGIONAL SEWERAGE AUTHORITY FOR A LICENSED OPERATOR OF RECORD 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH NJ DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:65-1 et seq., any local unit of the State may enter 
into a contract with any other local unit or units for the joint provision within their jurisdictions 
of any service which any party to the agreement is empowered to render within its own 
jurisdiction; and 

WHEREAS, the governing body of the Borough of Watchung believe it is in the best 
interest of the citizens to continue and expand upon the shared services agreement with the 
Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage Authority (PARSA); and 

WHEREAS, the borough is seeking a qualified licensed individual to operate its local 
sewerage system and PARSA has proposed to provide said licensed individual. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the Borough 
of Watchung, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey hereby authorizes this Shared Services 
Agreement with PARSA for a Licensed Operator of Record (LOR) in accordance with NJ 
Department of Environmental Protection requirements and acknowledges the following: 

ADOPTED: 
INDEX: 
C: 

1. The Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to sign this agreement. 

2. Borough Officials are hereby authorized to take all necessary actions to allow 
for and support the provisions listed in this agreement. 

3. This agreement shall be fifteen (15) years commencing on January 1, 2022 and 
end on December 31, 2037. 

MARCH 17, 2022 
SEWERS, A WARDS, 
B. HANCE, ENG., 
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WHEREAS, Michael Logan Stein passed away on March 20, 2021 and his 
family, The Stein Family, engaged Borough Officials on their desire to donate a concrete 
table and stools as a memorial to Michael; and 

WHEREAS, in order to ensure all local, state, and federal regulations were met 
to place a concrete table on Borough property, plans were drafted by Structural and Civil 
Engineers who donated their time to The Stein Family; and 

WHEREAS, the Boroughs' Professional Engineer has reviewed the necessary 
plans and therefore recommends the placement of concrete table known as "Mike's Table" 
to be placed at Watchung Lake; and 

WHEREAS, the Stein Family is desirous of donating all labor, materials and the 
necessary resources to accomplish the installation of "Mike's Table" to be installed 
overlooking Watchung Lake; and 

WHEREAS, it is the purpose of this resolution to authorize the Borough to accept 
this generous donation by The Stein Family. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the 
Borough of Watchung, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that it hereby accepts 
with gratitude the generous donation of one (1) concrete table and stools from The Stein 
Family to be placed at Watchung Lake. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Borough Officials are hereby authorized to 
assist and facilitate the installation of the concrete table, to be installed and paid for by the 
Stein Family under the supervision of the Borough Engineer and Borough Administrator. 

ADOPTED: 
INDEX: 
C: 

MARCH 17, 2022 
BOROUGH PROPERTIES 
W. HANCE, ENG. 

. E , ouncil Member 

~ 


