
RECREATION COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

Sept. 10th, 2013 
           
CALL TO ORDER 
 
The regular meeting of the Watchung Recreation Commission was called to order at 7:40 
pm by Bill Jacques, Chairman of the Recreation Commission who determined the 
meeting had been called in accordance with the N.J.S.A. 20:4-6 et seq.  Notice of this 
meeting was given by annual notice to the official newspapers, and posted at Borough 
Hall.  
 
SALUTE TO THE FLAG 
 
ROLL CALL: 
  
B. Jacques ( P );  D. Beck-Clemens ( P ). C. Zaikov ( P ); D. Mobus ( P );  
A.Baldasarre ( P );  C. Murphy  (P  );  J. Pennett ( P ); S. Mersereau ( A ) 
 
CONSENT AGENDA:  The minutes of the July, 2013 special meeting minutes were motioned  
to be approved by J. Pennett and second by A. Baldasarre. 
 
DIRECTORS REPORT :  No Report 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 
Fishing Derby; 
The commission discussed the details of the fishing derby.  J. Pennett offered to look into other 
options for fish besides Catfish and will look into getting Bass instead. D. Beck-Clemens offered 
to contact Water and Wine for additional parking.  C. Murphy offered to bring two buckets.  J. 
Pennett informed the commission of the involvement of Karl Baumle from the Optimist Club 
and that he will bring the measuring boards. 
 
Tennis Courts; 
L. Monetti announced that the tennis courts are now complete and will be opening by the 
end of the week according to Tom Herits the town engineer.  The Commission agreed 
that the courts should stay open and available and if issues arise further action can be 
taken.  All were in favor. 
 
Basketball; 
L. Monetti informed the Commission of the Sage payment process being used on the 
Watchung hoops website. The cost of the payment system is $43.00 per month vs. a 
Paypal account that would be a cost of 2.9% plus $0.30 for each transaction.  The 
Commission agreed that it would be cost effective to switch systems as the Borough  
pays Sage all year round and only uses the system a few months during the year.  All 
were in favor of the change.  L. Monetti agreed to make the arrangements for the change. 



CORRESPONDENCE:  
  
1.) Estimate from Aldrich Masonry Inc. for dugouts at Mobus Field 
2.) Budget report  
3.) Field Modification for Little League – L. Monetti reported that the Board of 
Education and the Borough has approved the modification of Ost field.  Little League 
made the request to include a 50/70 conversion vs. the existing 46/60.  S. Rizzi has been 
informed of the approval and will notify the town when the conversion has been 
completed for the final inspection, by the town engineer. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
 
Repairs; Mobus Field Dugout 

  Blackadar Sign  
 

A. Baldasarre reported that the dugouts at Mobus field have been a maintenance issue 
which had been time consuming and difficult to manage for the Public Works 
department.  He proposed putting in cement slabs to replace the existing stone and dirt 
mix in order to keep the weeds and grass from growing in the area as well as flooding 
issues. He presented two price quotes for the job.  A. Baldsarre made a motion to approve 
the quote from Aldrich Masonry Inc. for $3600.00, which was the lowest bidder. B. 
Jacques second the motion. 
 
Harvest Festival; 
 
L. Monetti announced that the Mayor would like to hold a ribbon cutting ceremony for 
the tennis courts at the beginning of the Harvest Festival in order to bring awareness to 
the courts and have more residents present.  C. Murphy made a motion to have a special 
meeting to discuss the details of the Harvest Festival. A. Baldasarre second the motion.  
All were in favor. 
 
Mobus Playground & Pavillion; 
 
D. Beck-Clemens announced that the Mayor and Council would like a prioritized list 
from the Commission of what needs updating at Mobus Field.  C. Murphy suggested 
replacing the poles and backboards on the basketball courts and the roof on the pavilion. 
The Commission discussed the playground equipment and the cost of the repairs estimate 
of $10,688.00.  L. Monetti informed the Commission of the matching grants for the 
equipment available to townships.  The Commission agreed that replacing the playground 
equipment would be more cost effective than repairing them.  
 
 
 
 
 



REPORTS OF CHAIRPEOPLE; (NO REPORTS) 
 
Recreation Basketball               Special Projects  Tennis  
Summer Playground     Little League    Women’s 
Softball     Ponytail   Twirling 
Boys Traveling Basketball              Girls Traveling Basketball Soccer 
Somerset County Activities   Adult Basketball  Wrestling 
Field Hockey     In Line Skating  Volleyball 
Ice Hockey     Jr. Football 
 
 
VOUCHERS SUBMITTED FOR APPROVAL 
 
NY Yankees – 50 Tickets @ $40.00 pp plus $10.00 service fee      $2010.00 
Somerset County Park Commission – Therapeutic Recreation        $1,450.00 
Mr. John – Temporary Restroom – 7/14/13 – 8/13/13     $75.00 
D & M Trophies for Fishing Derby      $120.00 
Musky Trout Hatchery, Inc. – Bass/Blue Gills    $900.00 
 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
B. Jacques made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:20 pm, C. Murphy seconded the 
motion. The next regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, October 2, 2013 at 7:30PM  
at Borough Hall, at 15 Mountain Boulevard. 
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