
RECREATION COMMISSION 
Minutes 

April 3, 2013 
   
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
The regular meeting of the Watchung Recreation Commission was called to order at 7:40 
pm by Bill Jacques, Chairman of the Recreation Commission who determined the 
meeting had been called in accordance with the N.J.S.A. 20:4-6 et seq.  Notice of this 
meeting was given by annual notice to the official newspapers, and posted at Borough 
Hall.  
 
 
SALUTE TO THE FLAG 
 
ROLL CALL: 
  
M. Bachert (A);  B. Jacques ( P);  S. Pote ( P ). C. Zaikov ( A ); D. Mobus ( P );  
A.Baldasarre (A);  C. Murphy  ( P);  S. Mersereau (A) 
J. Pennett – Present by phone 
 
CONSENT AGENDA:  Approval of March 6, 2013 minutes (to be revised) 
 
 
DIRECTORS REPORT :  No report  
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE:  CERT (Community Emergency Response Team) 
Training information flyer for a program being held at Borough Hall on 4/17/13.  
    
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
J. Pennett suggested running a fishing derby for the town as a recreation event.  He added 
that the Optimist Club use to run this event and that it was always well attended but that 
the club no longer exists. He also offered to find out the process of running such an event.  
D. Mobus informed the Commission of his memory as a child going with his father, 
Mayor Mobus, to pick up the fish in Pennsylvania and releasing the fish into Watchung 
Lake for the event.  B. Jacques made a motion to hold a fishing derby in his memory as 
the “Gerald M. Mobus Memorial Fishing Derby” in place of the Mayor’s Regatta, 
sometime in September.  C. Murphy seconded the motion.  All were in favor.   
 
D. Mobus brought up the Rutger’s Coaches training clinic and asked if any refresher 
classes were offered.  C. Murphy added that it would be beneficial to have a refresher 
coarse for some of the high priority issues.  D. Mobus felt it was a good plan for the town 
to encourage such classes for CPR, Concussion and Defibrillator training.   



 
VOUCHERS SUBMITTED FOR APPROVAL:   
      
Lew Satulsky – Travel Basketball Referee 5th & 6th grade 7 games @ $45 -   $315.00 
Warren Township – Rutgers Coaches Clinic 
 Jen Agugliaro, Radenko Stefanovic, Sohail Contractor - $30.50 ea.-   $ 91.50 
Dee Lightning & Safety, Inc – Preventative Maintenance Agreement         -  $375.00 
 
Community Picnic; 
 Swift Farms – 2 Ponies      - $715.00 
 Fun Services – Train, Obstacle Course, Skee Ball, 4 Operators      -  $2500.00 
            Rock Bottom Sound Production – D.J.     - $400.00 
 
  
REPORTS OF CHAIRPEOPLE 
 
Recreation Basketball               Special Projects  Tennis  
Summer Playground     Little League    Women’s 
Softball     Ponytail   Twirling 
Boys Traveling Basketball              Girls Traveling Basketball Soccer 
Somerset County Activities   Adult Basketball  Wrestling 
Field Hockey     In Line Skating  Volleyball 
Ice Hockey     Jr. Football 
 
C. Murphy announced that he was stepping down from running the travel basketball 
program and will be putting together a committee to run the program in the fall.  
 
B. Jacques brought up the Watchung field safety report inspections and announced he 
will get out his report for Mobus field, the Pavilion and the playground area in the near 
future.  J. Pennett has submitted his report for Phillip’s field, which has been forwarded 
to B. Burns.  The following reports need to be submitted; D. Mobus for Best Lake and the 
walking path and C. Zaikov for the Watchung Lake area.  
   
D. Mobus announced that the tennis court reconstruction project would be going out to 
bid this month and will be completed sometime this summer.  He added that part of the 
construction plan will be to mill, raise, grade, landscape and replace areas around the 
pavilion.  B. Jacques mentioned that the water fountain had been donated to the Borough 
and should be replaced after the construction was completed. D. Mobus suggested 
installing surveillance cameras and a motion detection lighting system after the 
reconstruction was completed to deter vandalism.  C. Murphy suggested replacing the 
basketball backboards as they could use updating as well.  All were in favor.  
D. Mobus added that the pavilion needed a new roof and bathroom.  S. Pote suggested 
getting T. Herrits to evaluate the repairs that were needed for the pavilion.  B. Jacques 
reported that the pavilion did not have electric at this time because the wire was down. 
He also mentioned the possibility of fund raising for the pavilion repairs. 
 



UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   
 
The Commission discussed a possible reciprocity agreement with Warren Township 
in hopes that Warren would have more opportunities to offer our residents for the 
summer months.  The Warren Township recreation director was willing to work with 
Watchung Borough in such an agreement as long as there were programs our Borough 
could offer theirs.  The Commission discussed offering programs to Warren such as the 
US Sports program, Mr. B’s Baseball camp, the high school basketball program, Ponytail 
Softball and any future trips that would be planned.  J. Pennett added that another 
basketball program could be run as well for grades 7th and 8th as a reciprocity program 
with Warren.  Permission from the program directors will be needed before they can be 
offered to Warren.   

 
       
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 8:50 pm by D. Mobus, seconded by B. Jacques. 
The next regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, May 1, 2013 at 7:30PM at the 
Borough Hall, at 15 Mountain Boulevard. 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
 
 
By Linda Monetti 
Recreation Secretary 
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