T ROCLAMATION

WHFREAS, the Community Fmergency Response Team (CERT) program educates
volunteers about disaster preparvedness and trvains them in basic disaster rvesponse skills,
such as fire safety, fight search and vescue, team ovganization, and disaster medical
operations; and

WHEREAS, since 1993, over 2700 local CERT programs have been established nationwide
with over 600,000 individuals selflessty volunteering their time; and

WHERZAS, the Walchung CERT Team was established in 2013 in response to the AAR
(After Action Review) held as a vesult of Superstorm Sandy; and

WHERZEAS, CERT offers a consistent approach to volunteer training and ovganization
that professional responders can vely on during disaster situations, allowing them to focus
on movre complex tasks; and

WHFREAS, Municipal CERT team members must complete certification training and
continue to meet monthly to continue education, perform realistic exercises, and to be
Rept up-to-date on many of the newly adopted County mandates; and

WHERZEAS , CERT members provide critical support to first vesponders, provide
immediate assistance to victims, have the ability to ovganize spontaneous volunteers at a
disaster site, and also volunteer for local non-emergency projects that help improve the
safety of the community; and

WHFREAS, since its inception, the Watchung CERT Team has grown not only within our
Borough but shared their experience and pooled vesources with neighboring towns such as
Warrven Township, Green Brook Township and the Borough of Bound Brook.

NOVW, THEREFORE 1, Mayor Keith Balla, do hereby proclaim the week of June 16"
through June 22", 2019 as

‘CERT WEEX"
in the Borough of Watchung, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, and on befalf of the

Governing Body, and thank our CERT Team membeys for their dedication and service to
our Community, not only during our times of need but every day.

Date: __[une 290, 2019 W bZZ-«

Keith S. Balla, Mayor




