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 BOROUGH OF WATCHUNG 

          MAYOR AND COUNCIL MINUTES 
  

             AUGUST 17, 2017 at 7:30 PM 
 
 

OPENING STATEMENT:  Mayor Stephen K. Pote called the meeting to order at 7:33 PM and made 
the following statement:  Under the provisions of N.J.S.A.10:4-6 et seq., notice of the time and place 
of this meeting was given by way of annual notice to the Courier News, Echoes Sentinel, and Star 
Ledger, and posted at Borough Hall. 
 
SALUTE TO THE FLAG and a MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR OUR SERVICE MEN AND                                                                
WOMEN, SERVING HOME AND ABROAD, AND ALSO FOR RESIDENT SAUL SELTZER 
and MARY MURRAY, Mother of Tax Collector Ray Murray.  
               
ROLL CALL: 
  
           Joren [ P ]    Black  [ P ]     Nehls   [ P  ]    Gibbs    [ P ]   Mobus  [ P ]      Sopko   [ A ]    
 
Also present were Administrator Tom Atkins, Attorney William Robertson was present for Mr. Cruz, 
CFO Bill Hance, Engineer Tom Herits, Clerk Michelle DeRocco, and Deputy Clerk MaryAnn Hance.  
  
There were 12 members of the public present 
 
 
REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES:   
 
  1.  Administration & Finance – Councilman Gibbs had no report other than there is a meeting sched-
uled for September 12th.  He also congratulated Maryann Amiano for passing her Tax Collectors exam.  
 
  2.  Police – Commissioner Joren had no report and announced the next meeting is scheduled for Sep-
tember 13th. 
  
  3.  Public Works / Buildings and Grounds- Councilman Nehls reported the Department has been 
working as needed with masonry artist Richard Winget, who is working on the 9/11 Memorial.   Coun-
cilman Nehls said Arlene McCoy, Arthur Wright, and Jonathan Erber attended a Dam Safety class,  
and reported catch basins have been repaired on roads scheduled for milling and paving, potholes are 
continuing to be filled, intersections were cleaned of stone debris after a heavy rain and the Valley 
Drive road project is complete.  Councilman Nehls said the Texier House exterior painting should be 
completed this week, along with cutting vegetation and dead trees along the sidewalk on Mountain 
Boulevard at Watchung Lake.  He said a water leak was repaired by a plumber at the Arts Center and 
the hole in the floor was repaired by Public Works.  Councilman Nehls also reported the air handler on 
the second floor of the firehouse has been dismantled and removed by Public Works in preparation for 
the renovations, and they are getting quotes for a new air handler.  
 
  4.  Public Affairs: 
 
 Open Space – No report  
 
 Environmental – No report   
 
 Recreation – Councilman Mobus reported there will be a movie night in the park on September 
8th which includes the PTO ice cream event; the Fishing Derby will be held on September 16th, 9-12; 
and the Harvest Festival October 28th from 1-4 pm - (rain date the 29th).  He also reported there have 
been many positive comments on the summer camp and believes the program has exceeded the break-
even point.  All the counselors did a great job and the kids loved it. 
 
 Historical – Councilman Mobus said there was a meeting last evening and all are pleased with 
how the Texier House is coming along.  He commended Diddy Addario on all her efforts to save the 
Mural.  The Museum will be open on September 3rd and 17th and October 1st.  They will also be open 
for the 9/11 Memorial ceremony.  Councilman Mobus said the “Weekend Journey Through the Past” 
will be held October 14th and 15th, and the Museum will be open 10-5 on the 14th and 12-4 on the 15th.  
He also reported the professional photographer R. Gallucci took hi-resolution photos of the Sears Mu-
ral and the feasibility study was completed by Materials Conservation with positive results.  The mon-
ies for both were from the Historical Donation Fund.  There is now a Go-Fund-Me page set up for do-
nations and any shortage for the restoration and repair would come from the Community Foundation.  
Sears will be closed September 7th and demolition will begin on October 1st so there isn’t too much 
time to do this project.  Diddy Addario said she asked the manager at Sears for permission to remove 
the plaque from the picture, and he said allowed it.  She also said once the mural is removed it will 
need to be cleaned and restored.  Councilman Mobus said that Seritage, the company doing the Sears 
project has donated $5,000 to assist in saving the Mural. 
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Councilman Mobus then reported the final stages on the 9/11 Memorial are well underway.  The artist 
Richard Winget has extended his stay until August 27th.   He also said there are two landscapers ready 
to do work once backfilling is complete.  The fund raising for the final phase, which is the walking 
path with the bricks, is still ongoing.  He thanked Freddie Hayeck and Anastasia Benc for volunteering 
to work on getting the brick orders in place. 
 
 Board of Health – No report. 
   
  5.  Fire – Councilman Black reported the renovations to the Fire House will begin tomorrow with the 
removal of the asbestos first.  He also said he does not have final specifications on the fire truck the 
Fire Department would like.  He said he spoke to Chief Pivnichny who has suggested having Berkeley 
Heights bring their truck to our September 18th Council meeting to look at since it is similar to the one 
the Department would like to purchase.  Councilman Black said he and Councilman Mobus spoke to 
Weldon who said they have no intention to ask the Borough to vacate the East End Fire House.  
 
  6.  Laws/Ordinances – Council President Joren had no report except a meeting is scheduled for Sep-
tember 7th at 6 pm.    
 
 
REPORTS - OTHER:   
 
   7.  Engineer – Mr. Herits reported that Valley Drive is complete and the curbing repairs on Washing-
ton Drive have started.  He also said approved roads should be completed before the start of the school 
year, and that the County will be applying a new surface on a portion of Hillcrest Road, which will be 
a temporary fix to the problem which causes the slick surface.  The County has hired a consultant who 
will be doing a study of the road and will make recommendations for further corrections.  Mr. Herits 
also said the Department of Transportation applications are due in October and he will be resubmitting 
some from last year which we did not receive.  He said FEMA approved the changes to the generators 
and the East End Fire House will get a portable generator and the Public Works Garage will receive a 
gas one.  He said the Snack Shack deck plans were submitted by Mr. Monetti for review by him and 
Mr. Bennett.  
 
   8.  Police Chief – No report.   
  
   9.  Fire Department – No report. 
 
  10.  Rescue Squad – Denise Wilson reported the monthly statistics and activities for the Squad.  She 
also reported Governor Christie signed a State mandate that all Rescue Squads need to be using elec-
tronic call sheets as of January 1, 2018.  This would require the use of either a computer or tablet to 
document all information on every call which up to now have been on manual sheets and always have 
been very effective.  She said the Squad would need to purchase not only the apparatus but also the 
programs, which is not in their budget and all members would have to be trained.   Ms. Wilson said 
they will be meeting with the Police sometime next week to discuss this.  Mr. Atkins suggested speak-
ing with Brian Townley at Police Headquarters and Bill Hance our technology officer who may be able 
to help with software, etc.  Council President Joren asked if there is a NJ Rescue Squad Association 
and Ms. Wilson said there is a First Aid Council and they were aware of the idea and that the Governor 
was looking at it but there was no line by line procedure.  Council President Joren asked if the Associa-
tion came out for or against the bill.  Ms. Wilson said they are not against it but they do not have a lot 
of information. 
 
Mayor Pote said the Planning Board has approved the movie theater on the site of the Sears Auto store, 
and he mentioned they will be needing a defibrillator and training. 
   
  11.  Emergency Management – No report.   
 
  12.  Attorney – Mr. Robertson had no report.   
   
  13.  Clerk – Ms. DeRocco said approval of the 2016 Audit Report is on the Agenda and asked all 
members of the Council to sign to copies of the 2 affidavits.   
 
         CFO Bill Hance reported the LED lighting upgrades have been completed at Borough Hall and 
the Public Works Building and Fire House are to be completed next.  This was done with a grant from 
the Direct Install Program.  Mr. Hance also said the Farmers Market continues to be successful and 
there have been several new vendors.  There has been one volunteer so far who has offered assistance 
from the green team. 
 
  14.  Administrator – Prior to Mr. Atkins report Councilman Gibbs noted that on the Annual Audit, 
page 49, there were no recommendations, which means the Borough is in compliance and has good 
practices.  Mr. Atkins reported the recruitment process for an Administrative Assistant for the Clerk’s 
office has begun, and 100 resumes were received for the position.  Several interviews have been con-
ducted to date.  Mr. Atkins also gave brief explanations for Resolutions R3, R4, R13 and R18.  He also 
said even though the Borough does not have to vacate the East End Fire House, the radio tower must 
be moved which will be a big expense and must be discussed.  Mr. Atkins said that he and Mr. Hance 
will review the final income and expenditures for the Summer Camp and will give the report to the 
Mayor and Council.  He also spoke to Camp Director Desiree Somerville and has asked her to get in-
put from all the counselors.     
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Mayor Pote said the Seritage group received final approval for the Sears project.  However, only two 
stores have been approved, Home Sense and Home Goods, four other sites will have to be approved at 
a later date.  He also was concerned about pedestrian traffic from the retail stores to the movie theater 
at the auto store location and the movie theater safety.  Engineer Tom Herits said the County is requir-
ing Seritage to put all new traffic signals in. 
 
======================================================================= 
    PUBLIC PORTION / AGENDA ITEMS ONLY 
 
Lynda Goldshein, Sherwood Drive, questioned Item #40 regarding Berkeley Heights asking for an up-
date.  Mayor Pote explained they will be putting 300+ units on the Connell property as part of the re-
quired affordable housing.  The Borough continues to converse with them on how to minimize the traf-
fic impact in the area.  Ms. Goldshein also asked if the Chief of Police will be sending out a Nixel re-
garding the closure of Hillcrest Road and if there will be something sent out regarding the go-fund-me 
page for the mural.  Ms. DeRocco said it will be on the website tonight. 
 
Diddy Addario, Rock Avenue, said she went to the Colorado Café auction and the manager allowed 
her to take several items for free.  
 
Tim Logan, Stirling Road, asked about the asbestos abatement at the Firehouse and if there will be a 
problem for access for the Department and Mr. Herits said it is only a small amount on the second 
floor which will not affect the other areas. 
  
======================================================================== 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
A Public Hearing of Ordinance OR:17/09 entitled: "AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE 
OF THE BOROUGH OF WATCHUNG CH. 5-12-12.76 ET. SEQ., THEREOF AND TO FIX 
AND DETERMINE MINIMUM AND MAXIMUM SALARIES AND COMPENSATION TO BE 
PAID TO CERTAIN EMPLOYEES.” was held. 
Council President Joren moved a public hearing be held with a second by Councilman Nehls and upon roll 
call the vote was as follows: Joren, Black, Nehls, Gibbs, Mobus, “aye.”  
 
With no one from the public wishing to be heard Council President Joren closed the public hearing and 
moved the following resolution: 
 
 R1:08/17/17 Adoption of Ordinance OR:17/09 – 2017 Salary Min/Max 
  
Councilman Nehls seconded the motion and upon roll call the vote was as follows: Joren, Black, Nehls, 
Gibbs, Mobus, “aye.”  
 
 ======================================================================= 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
CONSENT AGENDA:  The Consent Agenda items listed below were unanimously adopted following 
a motion by Council President Joren and a second by Councilman Nehls.     
 
Prior to the vote Councilman Gibbs requested correspondence #39 be removed for separate vote due to 
a conflict. 
 
Councilman Nehls moved to accept as amended with a second by Council President Joren and upon 
roll call the vote was as follows:  Joren, Black, Nehls, Gibbs, Mobus, “aye.” 
 
Council President Joren moved to adopt correspondence #39 with a second by Councilman Nehls and 
upon roll call the vote was as follows:  Joren, Black, Nehls, Mobus, “aye”; Gibbs, “abstain.” 
 
 Approval of the following Council minutes: 
 
  June 28, 2017 Special Meeting Executive Session    
  July 20, 2017 – Regular and Executive Session  
                 
 
Acknowledging Receipt of the following Borough Reports:  
   
  Youth Service Commission Minutes – May 23, 2017 
  Building Department Report – July, 2017 
  Recreation Commission Minutes – May 3, 2017 
  Police Activity Report – July, 2017 
  Board of Adjustment Minutes – May 11, June 8, July 13, 2017 
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Acknowledging Receipt of the following Correspondence:  
 
#37- Township of Bridgewater Planning Board 7/19/17 Notice of Public Hearing August 8, 2017 on 

an Amendment to the Housing Element of their Master Plan c: M & C, TEA, AC, TH 
 
#38 - John P. McDonald 6/30/17 Letter of Resignation to Chairman Cronheim, from his position as 
 Board of Adjustment Attorney c: M & C, TEA 
 
#39 -  PSE&G 8/1/17 Two (2) Notice of Petitions and Public Hearings re: (1) Electric and Gas Green 

Programs Recovery Charges; (2) Changes in Solar Pilot Recovery Charge/ Solar Loan Program 
c:  M & C, TEA, Post  

 
#40 - Township of Berkeley Heights Planning Board 8/2/17 Notice of Public Hearing regarding  
 Adoption of an Amended Housing Element and Fair Share Plan c: M & C, TEA, Pl. Bd., SW, 

WB 
 
#41- Township of Bridgewater 8/1/17 Notice of Public Hearing on 8/21/17 in regard to a Land Use 

Ordinance Amendment #17-19, compliance Requirements Pursuant to a Settlement Agreement 
between the Fair Share Housing Center and the Township of Bridgewater c:  M & C, TEA, AC 

 
=================================================================== 
CONSENT AGENDA RESOLUTIONS:  The Consent Agenda Resolutions listed below were  
unanimously adopted following a motion by Council President Joren and a second by Councilman 
Nehls and upon roll call the vote was as follows: Joren, Black, Nehls, Gibbs, Mobus,“aye.” 
       
R2:08/17/17 Acceptance of 2016 Annual Audit Report 
   
R3:  Authorize Insertion of Special Items of Revenue in 2017 Budget - Chapter 159 / 
           NJ Recycling Tonnage Grant 
           Alcohol Education, Rehabilitation & Enforcement Grant 
           FEMA Generator Grant 
           Clean Communities Grant 
    
R4:  Purchases Over $2,000 – Materials Conservation Co., LLC (Historic) 
                                                                 Lawmen Supply Co. of NJ (PD- Ammunition) 
           Atlantic Tactical (PD- Training Program) 
           Foley Power Systems (FEMA Grant – Generator) 
           Assessor Services (Tax Assess – Property Inspections) 
           El Coronado (FD- 2017 Convention) 
                      Foley, Inc. (Grant – FEMA / Generator) 
           Bold Electric (B&G – Vehicle Charge Station Work) 
 
R5:  Authorize Return of Escrow – As listed on Resolution 
 
R6:  Authorize Contract for 2017 Payroll Services / Action Data Services 
 
R7:  Certify General Fund 2017 - 2018 Tax Levy:  Watchung Board of Education 
 
R8:     Certify General Fund 2017 - 2018 Tax Levy:  Watchung Hills Regional Board of  
             Education 
 
R9:  Authorize Contracts for Fuel - Morris County Co-Op / Finch Fuel Oil Company 
 
R10:  Authorize Revised Signatures for Designated Depositories / 2017  
 
R11:  Accepting the 2017-2018 Municipal Alliance Grant Contract 
 
R12:  Appointment to Recreation Commission – Marianne Candiloros / Alternate #1 
 
R13:   Authorize Appraiser Services – Tax Appeal / Sockler Realty 
 
R14:   Authorize Municipal Services Agreement – Free Acres Association, Inc.  
 
R15:  Confirming the Borough of Watchung’s Continued Participation in the Somerset 
  County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan 
 
R16:  Allow for Saturday Construction – Washington Drive Improvement Project / Top Line 
 
R17:  Confirming Motion to Authorize Two (2) Contracts in regard to Mural Preservation:   
             R. Gallucci Photography 
                                                                                                              Materials Conservation 
 
R18:  Authorize Extension of Due Date – 2017 3rd Qtr. Tax Payments / August 25, 2017 
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====================================================================  
NON-CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:  Items listed below will be individually addressed an acted 
upon accordingly.  Council reserves the right to refer an item to Committee for further review and  
discussion. 
 
Councilman Gibbs moved the following resolution with a second by Councilman Nehls and upon roll 
call the vote was as follows: Joren, Black, Nehls, Gibbs, Mobus, “aye.” 
 
R19:  08/17/17     Payment of Bills 
 
===================================================================== 
                                        PUBLIC PORTION - GENERAL DISCUSSION 
 
Ray Barrett, Valley Road, said there will be five or six speakers at the September 28th special meeting and 
they are each requesting about 10 minutes each to speak.  Mayor Pote said he will call him to discuss this. 
 
Bruce Mantell, Acorn Road, thanked the Council for starting to resolve the problems on Washington Drive.  
He also complained about advertising papers being thrown on his property.  Council President Joren said 
there is a number to call to have them stop this – it is on the Borough website.  Ms. DeRocco said if after he 
calls they continue to drop them off he should contact her and she will make a call to them, as that is the 
procedure. 
 
======================================================================= 
There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was adjourned at 8:52 PM to 
the Call of the Chair and to the next scheduled meeting of the Mayor and Council to be held on Thurs-
day, September 7, 2017 at 7:30 P.M.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
MaryAnn Hance 
Deputy Clerk 
  
 


