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      BOROUGH OF WATCHUNG 
         

COUNCIL MINUTES 
            
       JUNE 4, 2015 
 
MAYOR'S STATEMENT:  Mayor Pote called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM and made the 
following statement:  Under the provisions of N.J.S.A.10:4-6 et seq., notice of the time and place of 
this meeting was given by way of annual notice to the Courier News, Echoes Sentinel, and Star 
Ledger, and posted at Borough Hall. 
 
SALUTE TO THE FLAG and a MOMENT OF SILENCE FORSTATE TROOPER ANTHONY 
RASPA AND OUR SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN, SERVING HOME AND ABROAD.   
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Nehls  [P]        Black  [ P ]        Franklin  [P]        Joren  [P]         Gibbs  [P]        Beck-Clemens  [P] 
 
Also present were Administrator Tom Atkins, Attorney Albert Cruz, CFO Bill Hance, Chief Cina, 
Clerk Michelle DeRocco, and Deputy Clerk Mary Ann Hance.         
 
There were 17 members of the public present.   
 
REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES    
  
1. Administration & Finance – Councilman Franklin reported the next Administrative/Finance 

Committee meeting will be held on Monday, June 8th at 8:00 AM.  He also said there was a Library 
Advisory Committee meeting with the Regional Library Director, Lauren Ryan and they discussed 
some of the changes she would like in the current library.  He said there were questions regarding 
the renovations and if the library will be completely closed during the work.  Councilman Franklin 
also said there was also a question about the contract with the Somerset County system.  If the 
library is closed would it be possible to suspend the County Contract, and supply cards to resident 
to use other facilities in the County.  Councilman Franklin asked if Mr. Cruz could look into this. 
 

2. Police - Council President Nehls had no report.   
 

3. Public Works / Buildings and Grounds – Council President Nehls had no report from Mr. 
Burns, but said the pump station is being repaired.  He also said there is a library meeting with the 
Architect next Wednesday at 8:00 A.M.   
 

4.  Public Affairs:   
 
Open Space-   Councilwoman Beck-Clemens had no report but did mention they are still 
waiting for the Ness Property remediation. 

    
Environmental – Councilman Gibbs reported the next meeting is June 22nd.  
 
 Recreation –Councilwoman Beck-Clemens reported there is a “Movie Night” scheduled for 
Friday, June 12th, 8:30 P.M. showing Despicable Me 2.  She said refreshments will be available 
for $1.00 each. 

 
 Historical – Councilwoman Beck-Clemens reported the next meeting is scheduled for June 
10th. 
         
Board of Health-  Councilman Black reported the next meeting is scheduled for June 17th at 
7:00 P.M.   

      
5. Fire –  Councilman Black reported he attended the monthly meeting on June 1st.  The Stipend 

program was discussed but they are waiting for the Rodgers Group report.  He said the Committee 
will then review the report and forward suggestions to the Mayor and Council.  
 

6. Laws/Ordinances- Councilwoman Joren reported the Committee met last week.  She said Gary 
Greves came to discuss the possibility of requiring carbon monoxide detectors in all commercial 
buildings.  It was decided, since no other municipalities have such a requirement, Mr. Greves will 
do more research but he will encourage businesses to install them.  Councilwoman Joren also said 
Chief Cina gave the Committee a model ordinance regarding pawn brokers.  The Committee is 
also continuing working on updating fees and possible amendments to the Grease Trap Ordinance. 
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Councilman Gibbs reminded everyone the Borough will be having their shred event on June 13th 
from 9 AM – 1 PM. 
 

REPORTS - OTHER:   
7. Engineer –  No report was submitted. 

 
8. Police Chief – Chief Cina had no report.  However, he will give an update in Executive Session 

this evening.    
    
9. Fire Department –   Chief Erber gave the monthly statistics for May.  He also said members 

will be attending a “live burn” training at the County site and the joint extrication event with the 
Rescue Squad went very well.  Chief Erber said he is in the process of updating quotes for the 
Route 22 Repeaters and he hopes to have them for the next Council meeting.  He thanked 
Councilman Black for attending the department meeting and apologized for the actions and 
comments of some of the members.  Chief Erber reported on a fire at Crystal Ridge today and said 
the County dispatched North Plainfield first but the building was in Watchung.  He said he will 
follow up on this issue.  Council President Nehls said there is a meeting scheduled with the 
architect for June 24th. 

    
10. Rescue Squad – No report was submitted.    

     
11. Emergency Management – No report was submitted 

   
12. Attorney – Mr. Cruz had no report but there is an item for Executive Session this evening.   

  
13. Clerk – Ms. DeRocco informed the Mayor and Council there is a special meeting scheduled for 

July 9th at 7:00 P.M. and it was decided by all to cancel the scheduled July 16th  meeting and do all 
business on the 9th.  Mr. Cruz said this is the Budget Hearing meeting.  

   
14. Administrator – Mr. Atkins had no report. 

 
========================================================================= 

PUBLIC PORTION – AGENDA ITEMS ONLY 
 
Virginia Hartmann, Ellisen Road, asked if there is a master list of streets in the Borough to be 
resurfaced.  She said her road is in need of repair.  Council President Nehls said he will have both Mr. 
Burns and Mr. Herits look at it.  Mr. Atkins read off a list of possible work for 2015 which was given 
to the Public Works Committee for review and has been approved. 
 
Doris Fine, Johnston Drive, asked Ms. DeRocco to repeat the date and time of the July meeting.  Mrs. 
DeRocco clarified that the scheduled meeting of July 16th will be cancelled and rescheduled to July 9th. 
 
=========================================================================   

NEW BUSINESS 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: The Consent Agenda Items listed below were unanimously adopted   
following a motion by Council President Nehls and a second by Councilwoman Joren and upon roll the 
vote was as follows:   Nehls, Franklin, Joren, Gibbs, Beck-Clemens, “aye.” 
 
Approval of the following Council minutes: 
  May 21, 2015, Regular and Executive Sessions  
 
Acknowledging Receipt of the following Borough Reports:  
  Tax Collector Report – April, 2015 
  Police Activity Report – April, 2015 
  
========================================================================= 
 
 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA RESOLUTIONS:   The Consent Agenda Resolutions listed below were 
unanimously adopted following a motion by Council President Nehls and a second by Councilwoman 
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Joren and upon roll call the vote was as follows:  Nehls, Franklin, Joren, Gibbs, Beck-Clemens, “aye.” 
 
R1:06/04/15 Authorize Participation in Section 1033 Program / Procurement of Federal Surplus 
                     Property from the Department of 
                     Defense   
 
R2:  Establish 2015 Sewer Fees 
 
R3:  Authorize Stipulation of Settlement – Block 4701, Lot 7 / 461 Watchung Avenue 
 
R4:  Authorize Return of Overpayment – Stipulation of Settlement/461 Watchung Avenue 
 
R5:  Ratify Motion to Expand Ridge Road Improvements   
 
=========================================================================   
NON-CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:  Items listed below will be individually addressed and acted 
upon accordingly.  Council reserves the right to refer an item to Committee for further review and 
discussion. 
 
None with the exception of R6 – see below 
=========================================================================       

PUBLIC PORTION – GENERAL DISCUSSION 
 
Pete Martino, Sunbright Road, informed the Council that he received $1,474.90 as a stipend and 
benefit is to the Borough because if they were to have a paid department it would be a tremendous 
expense to the taxpayers.  He said there have been misappropriations for the last five years of the 
stipend program. 
 
Lynda Goldshein, Sherwood Drive, questioned why all homes have same sewer assessment.  Council 
President Nehls said it is based on State protocol and the Resolution this evening is based on the 
number of bedrooms.  Councilwoman Beck-Clemens said the Administration/Finance Committee 
continues to look at this.  Council President Nehls said the Borough does not make a profit on the 
sewer assessments they only charge residents what is needed to pay PARSA. 
 
Tamara Benc, Lakeview Avenue, thanked Councilman Franklin for his service to the community and 
for running a nice campaign. 
 
Doris Fine, Johnston Drive, suggested that leaf pickup from the larger properties should be handled 
similarly to the bulk waste pickup, they should be required to purchase a permit.  She also stated she 
thought the election was handled very poorly and that after receiving a letter in the mail she changed 
how she voted. 
 
 
NON-CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS CON’T.: 
 
Council President Nehls moved the following Resolution with a second by Councilwoman Joren and 
upon roll call the vote was as follows:  Nehls, Black, Franklin, Joren Giggs, Beck-Clemens, “aye” 
 
R6:6/04/15 Executive Session:  Violations of the Law 
 
Upon return to regular session, all Council members previously in attendance were again present. 
 
Chief Cina updated the Council regarding the Crystal Ridge fire today.  He said this was intentionally 
set and Gary Greves is in the process of investigating.  Chief Cina said it was in the garbage disposal 
unit and an accelerant was used.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was adjourned at 9:20 P.M. to 
the Call of the Chair and to the next scheduled Council meeting on Thursday, June 18, 2015. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
MaryAnn Hance 
Deputy Clerk 
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