
                                                BOROUGH OF WATCHUNG 
             MINUTES 
           
               JUNE 27, 2013 - 7:30 P.M.    
 
 
                                                                                    
MAYOR'S STATEMENT:  Mayor Pote called the meeting to order at 7:30 P.M. and made the fol-
lowing statement: Under the provisions of N.J.S.A.10:4-6 et seq., notice of the time and place of this 
meeting was given by way of annual notice to the Courier News, Echoes Sentinel,  and Star Ledger, 
and posted at Borough Hall. 
 
SALUTE TO THE FLAG and a MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR OUR SERVICE MEN AND                                                                
WOMEN, SERVING HOME AND ABROAD  
               
           
ROLL CALL 
 
      Joren  [A]    Black  [P]    Franklin [P]   Nehls   [A]   Gibbs   [P]   Beck-Clemens  [P ]    
 
Also present were Administrator Tom Atkins, Clerk Michelle DeRocco, and Deputy Clerk MaryAnn 
Hance.  Attorney Albert Cruz was not present, Attorney Michael Cresitello was present sitting in for 
Mr. Cruz. 
 
There were 45 members of the public present. 
 
At this time Mayor Pote deviated from the agenda and asked Councilman Black offer the following:   
   
A Public Hearing on Ordinance OR:13/08 entitled “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER II, 
TITLED ADMINISTRATION, ARTICLE V, TITLED BOARDS, COMMITTEES, AND 
COMMISSIONS, OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF 
WATCHUNG, COUNTY OF SOMERSET, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, BY PROVIDING FOR 
THE CREATION OF A COMMUNITY EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM (“CERT”).” was 
held.  Councilman Black moved a public hearing be held with a second by Councilman Franklin and 
upon roll call as follows:  Black, Franklin, Gibbs, Beck-Clemens, “aye”. 
 
With no one from the public wishing to be heard Councilman Black closed the public hearing and 
moved the following resolution with a second by Councilman Franklin and upon roll call as follows: 
Black, Franklin, Gibbs, Beck-Clemens, “aye”. 
 
R1:06/27/13 Adoption of Ordinance OR:13/08 - Establishment of CERT Team  
 
Councilman Black thanked all who stepped forward to take this training program.  
 
SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS 
 
CERT (Citizens Emergency Response Team)  Appointments 
 
Councilman Black moved the following resolution with a second from Councilman Franklin and upon 
roll call as follows:  Black, Franklin, Gibbs, Beck-Clemens, “aye”. 
                                                  
R2: Appoint CERT Team 
 
Councilman Black then recognized all CERT team members by name and all were congratulated. 
 
Mayor Pote thanked all team members who spent four long nights of classroom instruction and one 
Saturday of training at the Hillsborough Fire Academy for this program and stated this is just another 
way of protecting our town if there is ever another disaster.  It is hoped there will be another training 
session in September.  Councilman Black also wished to recognize Mayor Pote and his father Don 
Pote who also participated in training. Mayor Pote then asked the County coordinator and our Borough 
OEM coordinator to say a few words. 
 
County coordinator, Doug Vornlocker wished to stress the importance of Citizen preparedness and 
hopes more residents will take these programs.  Gary Greves, Borough OEM Coordinator said CERT 
came about after the “super storm” event.  He also congratulated all members and said he will be call-
ing on them when needed and if anyone wishes to attend the Triathlon which is being held Sunday they 
should show up around 7:30 A.M.   
 
Councilman Franklin asked if the team members will have ID cards and Ms. DeRocco stated she has 
already contacted Lt. Cina regarding this and members will be contacted when a schedule is set. 
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Girl Scout Troop #65474 - Presentation of Proposed Bronze Award Project 
                                                        “Emergency Resources” 
 
Girl Scout members, Sarah Arber, Lauren Ng, Alexandra Bury, Kaelin Churchill, Selena Adrianzen 
and Aishwarya Sabharwal explained their project and what they have done to prepare for any future 
disasters.  The girls interviewed the Watchung Police Department for any suggestions, and also the 
Watchung Rescue Squad to ask how they served our community during the storm. Based on informa-
tion from these interviews the Scouts found ways they could assist the community in the future.  One 
project was the creation of “Storm Fun Kits” which included puzzles, games, stickers and other things 
to do without electricity. They distributed 100 of these at the Community Picnic. Items for these kits 
were donated by local businesses.  The girls also created a Kid friendly website which provides a 
checklist about what to store at home and a list of important phone numbers.  There is also a link to the 
Borough website.  The Girl Scouts would like to ask the Borough to provide a link to the Kid Friendly 
site on the Borough’s website.  Troup 65474 made a generous monetary donation to the Watchung 
Rescue Squad. Each girl then stated what they had learned from this project. 
 
Mayor Pote said it is a wonderful idea to exchange the web links.  He also said it would be a good idea 
to contact the PTO and Board of Ed to get the word out to all parents about the website.  He said he 
was glad to hear that they learned a lot from this project.  Councilwoman Beck-Clemens asked if the 
group would email the link to us.   
 
Councilwoman Beck-Clemens also wished to inform the Girl Scouts that the request from the prior 
presentation regarding “do not feed the geese” signage for around the lake has been discussed and they 
are welcome to bring three signs to Borough Hall and Public Works will put them up.  The blinking 
lights are still being reviewed and the Borough will keep them informed.   
 
Mayor Pote also recognized Boy Scouts from Troop 32 that were in attendance completing citizenship 
badge requirements. 
 
REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES:   
 

1. Administration & Finance: Councilman Franklin reported there will be a committee meeting 
 after the July 4th week to discuss personnel issues and also the Open Space Trust Fund.  The 
Committee is in the process of reviewing and revising the deer survey and will give a copy to 
the Council prior to mailing to residents.  Councilman Franklin also said the Library Advisory 
Board appointed John Malchow as their new President and they have drafted their By-laws.  
John Malchow was in the audience and he said the Board met last night and they did adopt the 
By-laws and copies will be supplied to the Borough. 

 
2. Police:  No report was presented 

 
3. Public Works / Buildings and Grounds:  No report was presented 

 
4. Public Affairs: 

 
  Open Space:  Councilwoman Beck-Clemens reported James Stout had researched companies 

who dismantle old barns to save the wood, and then pay the Borough for the wood. She said 
she will make arrangements for them to be able to assess the old barn on the Ness property. She 
also questioned the possibility of working with the Board of Education regarding Camp En-
deavor property, and Mayor Pote advised her to ask the Committee to prepare a list of steps for 
a proposal for Camp Endeavor. 

 
 Environmental:  Councilman Gibbs had no report – the two scheduled meetings did not have  

 a quorum, therefore,  no business could be conducted.  He did say the Committee is continuing 
to research the different species of flowering trees for recommendation to the Laws and Ordi-
nance Committee and ask that it will be incorporated into our tree ordinance requirements. 

 
 Recreation – Councilwoman Beck-Clemens reported the Commission met on June 5th and they 
discussed the upcoming triathlon which will be held on Sunday, June 30th at 8 A.M.; there will 
be a special meeting on July 16th at 6:30 P.M. to work on the Jerry Mobus Fishing Derby 
scheduled to be held on September 12th at Watchung Lake.  The Harvest Festival will be held 
on October 27th. 
 
Mayor Pote asked if the County was contacted about the Triathlon event because of all the con-
struction on Mountain Boulevard and Mrs. DeRocco said there has been some discussion on 
this and both Lt. Cina and Engineer Tom Herits were in on the conversations.   

 
 Historical – Councilwoman Beck-Clemens requested member Sue Tucker, who was present   

with the Boy Scouts, to give a brief report.  Mrs. Tucker reported displays are being set up with 
the help of the Boy Scouts, and that the Committee is planning an open house for October 5th 
and is coordinating with a Civil War re-enactment group who will be presenting a program the 
same day.  Councilwoman Beck-Clemens then wished to thank Bill Hance for the great job he 
did setting up the link for the Watchung Community Foundation which is a 501C3 program and 
explained this is a not for profit program and is approved by the IRS. Persons wishing to make 
donations to the tennis courts, the 911 Memorial, library, Historical Committee, etc. can do so 
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through this program. She also stated the Historical Committee will now have their own sta-
tionery and asked the Borough to supply a list of names and addresses of those who donate to 
the Commission so they can send out thank you letters directly from the Commission.   
 
Mayor Pote said the Borough is working to make sure the correct procedure and forms are in 
place to acknowledge both the receipt of the donation and where the donation will be going. 
 Administrator Tom Atkins reported the Borough will be thanking them for their donation and 
informing them that we are a 501C3 non-profit, IRS approved and appreciate what they are do-
ing to help keep our community a great place to live and raise a family.  Mayor Pote questioned 
if the Borough has caught up on sending out the thank you letters and Mr. Atkins stated there 
are only a few still to complete. 

 
 Board of Health – Councilman Black reported there was nothing new to report.                  

 
  5.  Fire:  No report was submitted. 
 
  6.  Laws/Ordinances:  No report was submitted. 
 
 
REPORTS - OTHER:   
 
  7.  Engineer – in Tom Herits’ absence Councilman Franklin reported the Mountain Drive Drainage  
      project is advertised and bids are due on July 16th.  Also the shop drawings for the Mobus  
      Tennis Court project have been reviewed and the Attorney is now reviewing the contract, bond,  
      and insurance and will be meeting with the contractor next week to schedule a start-up date.  
      The Mountain Boulevard project is continuing with P&A installing the curbs and drainage and  
      CRJ is completing the Water Company work with one more water service, the sanitary sewer  
      service for the old O’Connor’s site, and pavement restoration. Councilman Franklin also reported 
      work is continuing on specs for generators for the Municipal Building and Fire Department.   
      The Borough received quotes for around $30,000 for a Public Works storage building and the  
      Public Works Committee will make a decision shortly.  He also reported a small drainage 
      project at 105 Nottingham Drive is substantially complete and survey work for Cedar and     
      Lakeview has been completed, preparing base maps for design and there is a meeting scheduled 
      with residents for July 9th at 7 pm.  
 
  8.  Police Chief:  No report was submitted 
  
  9.  Fire Department:  No report was submitted 
 
  10.  Rescue Squad:  No report was submitted 
 
  11.  Attorney:   Attorney Cresitello said there are two items for discussion in Executive Session. 
 
  12.  Clerk:  Mrs. DeRocco reported that our shred event was very successful with a total of 18,320 

lbs. of shred materials collected. Reusable shopping bags, which were donated by Stop and Shop, 
were handed out to the first 100 participants,  and recycling and storm water management infor-
mation to those who were interested. She thanked Councilmen Franklin and Gibbs for attending, 
Public Works employees Arthur Wright and Anthony Vitelli for assisting, Mr. Jackson for sup-
plying men from the community service program, and MaryAnn Hance for coordinating the pro-
gram.  Councilman Gibbs thanked both Michelle DeRocco and MaryAnn Hance for all the work 
they did for this event. 

 
  13.  Administrator:  Tom Atkins reported on a letter received from COAH which the Borough must 
         respond to by August 2nd.  Mr. Atkins said he sent out a correspondence to Mayor Pote,  
         Council President Joren, Councilman Franklin, Mr. Cresitello, Mr. Herits and Marsha Schifman  

informing them they need to have a meeting within the next week or so to discuss this                
correspondence.  This basically states what is already known, that the State wants to take 
$481,000 from the Borough to put into their General fund so they have more revenue.  Mr. At-
kins stated the Committee must meet to strategize and figure out what the Borough’s next step 
will be.  Mayor Pote noted that this is $481,000 of tax dollars that has been put aside for afford-
able housing and now the State wants to take it away and while continuing to mandate the towns 
fulfill their housing obligations.  Mr. Atkins said the Borough never got any clear rules and regu-
lations on how the money could be used. 

 
 
========================================================================= 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: The Consent Agenda items listed below were unanimously accepted, follow-
ing a motion by Councilman Black, and a second by Councilman Franklin and upon roll call the vote 
was as follows:  Black, Franklin, Gibbs, Beck-Clemens, “aye”. 
             
Approval of the following Council minutes: 
  June 13, 2013 
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Acknowledging Receipt of the following Borough Reports:  
  Tax Collector Report - May, 2013 
  Bd. of Health Minutes - April 17, 2013 
  Recreation Commission Minutes - May 1, 2013 
   
Acknowledging Receipt of the following Correspondence:   
 
#46 - Lynn Franklin 6/12/13 Email requesting permission to place teal ribbons around the Lake 
 and Borough Hall during the month of September for Ovarian Cancer Awareness c: M & C, 
 TEA  
 
#47 -  Chris Blackadar 6/19/13 Letter of resignation as a member of the Youth Services Commission, 
 effective July 1, 2013 c:  M & C, TEA 
 
#48 - Michael Giordano, Mayor, North Plainfield 6/19/13 Invitation to Mayor and Council to  
            participate in their annual 4th of July parade at 10:00 am c: M & C 
 
#49 - Lynda Goldschein 6/22/13 Expressing concerns for the maintenance of the weeping 
 Beech tree by Burnheade and offering her assistance to clean it up c: M & C, TEA, 
 BB 
 
#50 - Chief Tim Wenzel 6/13/13 Letter of resignation, effective September 1, 2013 c: M & C, 
 TEA, JR 
 
 
=================================================================== 
CONSENT AGENDA RESOLUTIONS:  The Consent Agenda resolutions listed below were unani-
mously adopted following a motion by Councilman Black and a second by Councilman Franklin                           
and upon roll call as follows: Black, Franklin, Gibbs, Beck-Clemens, “aye”.  
 
R3: Authorize Salary Adjustment - Chief Tim Wenzel 
 
R4: Authorize Appointment to Public Works / One (1) Seasonal Laborer - C. Tucciarone 
 
R5: Authorize Treasurer to cancel Grant Reserve Balance - Clean Communities 
 
R6: Authorize Insertion of Special Item of Revenue - Alcohol Education, Rehabilitation &  
         Enforcement Grant, Clean Communities Grant 
 
R7: Purchases Over $2,000. - MP Overhead Doors, Modern Group LTD 
 
R8: Award Professional Services Contract / Geotechnical Investigation for Sanitary Sewer System 
                                      Johnston, Valley Drive Project  - Melick-Tully and Associates 
 
R9: Waive Chapter 16-1.15b that Prohibits Swimming in the Lake - Triathlon 
  
====================================================================   
NON--CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:  Items listed below will be individually addressed and acted 
upon accordingly.  Council reserves the right to refer an item to Committee for further review and dis-
cussion. 
 
Council Franklin moved the following resolution with a second by Councilman Black and upon roll 
call the vote was as follows:  Black, Franklin, Gibbs, Beck-Clemens, “aye”.  
 
R10: Authorize an Amendment to Emergency Appropriation - Extraordinary Costs / Super Storm                                                                              
 
Proposed Ordinance OR:13/09 entitled:  “AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE 
INSTALLATION AND ACQUISITION OF RADIO COMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT FOR 
THE BOROUGH OF WATCHUNG, IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY AND 
APPROPRIATING $90,000.00 THEREFOR FROM THE CAPITAL RESERVE FOR 
COMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT.” was introduced.  Councilman  Black  moved the ordinance 
be given its first reading, and moved the ordinance be adopted on first reading, directing the Clerk to 
publish the ordinance and notice of public hearing.  
 
R11: Introduction of Ordinance OR:13/09 - Capital Reserve / Radio Communications Equipment 
 
Councilman Franklin seconded the motion and upon roll call the vote was as follows: Black, Franklin, 
Gibbs, Beck-Clemens, “aye”.  Public Hearing to be held on July 18, 2013. 
 
 
Councilman Franklin moved the following Resolution with a second by Councilwoman Beck-Clemens 
and upon roll call the vote was as follows: Black, “abstain”, Franklin, Gibbs, Beck-Clemens, “aye”. 
 
R12: Waive Chapter 2-25.10 of the Code of the Borough - Gray’s Florist (2 PO’s) 
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Councilwoman Beck-Clemens moved the following Resolution with a second by Councilman Franklin  
and upon roll call the vote was as follows:  Black, Franklin, Gibbs, Beck-Clemens, “aye”.  
 
R13: Payment of Bills 
 
 
========================================================================= 
                                               PUBLIC PORTION 

 
Charles Neiss, Board of Education member and resident of Dogwood Lane, asked that a formal letter 
be sent to the Board of Education regarding Camp Endeavor and explain exactly what the Borough 
would like to address.  He also commented on the agenda and said the public portion should be placed  
in the beginning of the agenda and again, providing an opportunity for the public to comment prior to 
any votes being taken.  
 
Administrator Atkins, Councilman Franklin and Mayor Pote also explained the emergency appropria-
tion for Sandy and FEMA reimbursement procedures for Boy Scout Troop 32 attendees. 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

NON-CONSENT RESOLUTIONS 
 
Councilman Black moved the following resolution with a second by Councilman Franklin and upon 
roll call the vote was as follows:  Black, Franklin, Gibbs, Beck-Clemens, “aye.”  
 
R14: Executive Session:      Personnel - Police Chief 
     Property Acquisition - Block 4401, Lot 6 
 
Upon return to the regular session at 11:20 P.M., all Council Members previously in attendance were 
again in attendance. 

 

Councilwoman Beck-Clemens moved the following resolution with a second by Councilman Franklin 
and upon roll call the vote was as follows:  Black, Franklin, Gibbs, Beck-Clemens, “aye.” 

R15: Resolution of Intent to Acquire Property – 20 Stirling Road, Block 4401, Lot 6 

 

Councilwoman Beck-Clemens moved the following resolution with a second by Councilman Franklin 
and upon roll call the vote was as follows:  Black, Franklin, Gibbs, Beck-Clemens, “aye.” 

R16: Authorize 2 Professional Service Contracts / Appraisal Services – Carlin Appraisal Service;                             
Timothy Hoffman Inc. 

 
 
 
====================================================================== 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was adjourned at       P.M. to 
the Call of the Chair, and to the next scheduled Council meeting will be held on July 18, 2013 at 7:30 
P.M.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
MaryAnn Hance 
Deputy Clerk      
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