
BOROUGH OF WATCHUNG 
       
                  MINUTES 
           
                     JUNE 13, 2013 - 7:30  P.M.    
 
 
MAYOR'S STATEMENT: Mayor Pote called the meeting to order at 7:37 PM and read the following 
statement:  Under the provisions of N.J.S.A.10:4-6 et seq., notice of the time and place of this meeting 
was given by way of annual notice to the Courier News, Echoes Sentinel,  and Star Ledger, and posted at 
Borough Hall. 
 
SALUTE TO THE FLAG and a MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR OUR SERVICE MEN AND                                                                
WOMEN, SERVING HOME AND ABROAD.   
           
ROLL CALL 
 
           Joren  [ A ]   Black  [ P ]    Franklin [ A ]   Nehls   [ P ]    Gibbs   [ P ]   Beck-Clemens  [ P ]    
                                                                                                                                                                              
Also present were Administrator Tom Atkins, CFO Bill Hance, Clerk Michelle DeRocco, Deputy Clerk 
MaryAnn Hance.  Attorney Albert Cruz was not present, Attorney Paul Rizzo was present sitting in for 
Mr. Cruz.    
 
Although not present at roll call, Council President Joren arrived at 7:48 P.M. 
 
There were 4 members of the public present.  
 
 REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES:   
 
1. Administration & Finance – Councilman Black reported the Borough is in good financial position 

and the budget is on the agenda this evening for final adoption. 
 
2. Police – Councilwoman Joren reported she received a brief report from Chief Wenzel.  The Police 

Department responded to a bank robbery at the Chase Bank on Stirling Road and at this time the case 
has been turned over to the FBI.  The accreditation files have all gone out for review and once they 
are returned the Department will address any deficiencies and then have the onsite inspection. At the 
Police Committee meeting the members discussed the correspondence the Borough received regard-
ing the Towing Ordinance and after much discussion it was determined that the changes made were 
fair and just.  At a later time there may be a minor change to address the time frame for submission 
of applications. Councilwoman Joren said the Borough will be responding to the letter.  Council-
woman Joren reported that Chief Wenzel turned in his resignation from the Department after 20 
years of service in Watchung.  Mayor Pote said the Chief has received another opportunity in North 
Carolina. 

 
 
3. Public Works / Buildings and Grounds – Councilman Nehls reported the Borough has issued 77 

Bulk permits to date.  Mulch located at the Ness Property from the Irene Storm is gone, however, 
mulch is available from Cap Endeavor.  The Borough has received an extension from the DEP for 
the storage of storm debris at the Ness Property until July 31st.   He said bids for the grinding and 
removal of the storm debris were received on May 21st and the contract awarding the work for the 
grinding portion of the bid is on the agenda.   He announced that on May 11th a couple of trees came 
down and damaged the guide rail on Johnston Drive.  The water line was repaired at the Police De-
partment in the ceiling by the jail cells, and new air handler and compressor was installed at the dis-
patch area.  The Senior’s room at the Library has been painted and the Borough is waiting for quotes 
for new rugs which will be covered by a FEMA reimbursement.  The Public Works Department also 
assisted the Garden Club and Traffic and Beautification Committee preparing the triangles and plant-
ing of flowers.  Councilman Nehls also reported the Borough received a letter from the Brook Hill 
Swim and Tennis Club regarding their Sewerage Charges for 2013 which will be on the agenda for 
the Public Works Committee tomorrow for discussion, and then to the Laws and Ordinance Commit-
tee for review if necessary. 
  

 4.  Public Affairs: 
 
 Open Space – Councilwoman Beck-Clemens thanked the Fire Department and Chief Carlucci for  

 the invitation to their dinner and said it was a wonderful affair and a great opportunity to meet the 
members.  She reported the Open Space Committee is waiting for the Ness Property and Camp 
Endeavor to be cleared. 

         
 Environmental-  Councilman Gibbs reported the Commission met about a week ago but he was 
unable to attend.  He will make his report at the next Council Meeting.   
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 Recreation –Councilwoman Beck-Clemens reported the Jerry Mobus Memorial Fishing Derby is 
tentatively scheduled for Saturday, September 21st and the Harvest Festival is scheduled for Octo-
ber 26th with a rain date of October 27th.  The Recreation Commission would like to get vendors 
involved for the Harvest Festival.  Mayor Pote asked if the Recreation Commission has had any 
discussions on the triathlon and Councilwoman Beck-Clemens said this will be continued this 
year.        
 
 
 Historical - Councilwoman Beck-Clemens reported there is much going on at the Texier House.  
Barbara Diem is receiving donations and artifacts from residents,  and  Sue Tucker has taken over 
the social media in addition to the fundraising.  Sue will also be working with Bob Adams, who 
will be working on the oral history project.  Councilwoman Beck-Clemens also reported that Mr. 
Glen La Bof of Warren was at the Historical Commission meeting yesterday.  She explained he is 
an historical re-enactor,  and the Committee is proposing to sponsor a re-enactment event in coor-
dination of the opening day of the Texier House.  She said this would be at no cost to the Borough.  
Mayor Pote suggested to Councilwoman Beck-Clemens that the Historical Commission put it in a 
formal request with possible dates for the Mayor and Council to discuss. 

 
 Board of Health – Councilman Black had no report for the Board of Health – their next  meeting 
is scheduled for Wednesday, June 19th.   
 

5. Fire –Councilman Black reported the Fire Committee had a meeting tonight and discussed four items 
the Fire Department would like to submit as possible repairs to the Fire House.  Chief Carlucci will 
send more information to the Mayor, Council, and Buildings and Grounds Committee for review.  
Councilwoman Beck-Clemens asked what the time frame is for these requests and Councilman Black 
responded the Fire Department would like some of the repairs/refurbishments done as soon as possi-
ble.  Mayor Pote requested the Fire Committee document their requests formally to the Fire Commit-
tee and the Buildings and Grounds Committee for discussion and then work would have to go out to 
bid.  Councilman Nehls stated that previously Mayor Mobus had an Architect come in to review the 
firehouse and the areas in question are the suggested repairs needed. Councilman Nehls will have a  
meeting with Mayor Pote, Administrator Atkins, and the architect to get their input. 

 
6. Laws/Ordinances – Councilwoman Joren reported the Committee met last week.  They discussed 

the C.E.R.T. (Citizens Emergency Response Team) program and upon Attorney Cruz’s direction, an 
Ordinance should be in place for this program, and she noted it is on the Agenda.  The Committee 
also discussed the smoking prohibition for open areas, specifically recreation fields, citing the biggest 
concern is enforcement, and will be suggesting signage. Councilwoman Joren reported the Commit-
tee reviewed the Towing Ordinance and determined the Ordinance is fair, noting the only possible 
change would be to limit the time for submission of applications.  Also discussed was the Grease 
Trap ordinance which requires food establishments to submit three inspection reports per year.  
Councilwoman Joren said the Ordinance is not specific to the type of reports required, and enforce-
ment is not clear.   

 
 REPORTS - OTHER:   
7. Engineer –  No report was submitted 
8. Police Chief –   No report was submitted 

 
9. Fire Department –  Chief Carlucci reported the Department held six drills and responded to thirty- 

one calls in April, and May and June.  He said they have been busy.  He also reported the lead engine 
is back in service, and he thanked Councilman Black, Nehls and Gibbs for their assistance in address-
ing the repairs needed to the Fire Department facility.    

 
10. Rescue Squad –  Denise Wilson reported the squad sent members to Watchung Hills High School to 

stand by at the Bob Beckert 5k run and Captain Wexler will also run medical command for the triath-
lon on June 30th, with members on standby and some participating in the race.  At the last business 
meeting Laura Williams, a high school sophomore at WHRHS, became their newest member.  De-
nise also said the squad will be sending 3 high school cadet members through EMT school, and they 
will attend the accelerated one month collegiate program and will learn the new EMS curriculum, 
along with numerous hospital hours and will be required to participate in a certain number of squad 
calls before taking their State test in August.  Noah Monetti is the newest driver-EMT, and Jess Ray 
has become the newest full active member.  Top responders for the month were Adam Wexler, Jess 
Ray and Mike Vala. 

 
11. Attorney –   Attorney Paul Rizzo had no report. 

 
12. Clerk – Ms. DeRocco reported another Girl Scout Troop has asked present a proposed project and 

they will be on the next meeting agenda.  Mayor Pote asked if there was any further information on 
the lights the Girl Scouts had discussed at the last meeting, and Councilwoman Beck-Clemens said 
she had reached out to the Point Pleasant Clerk and was told they have been using them and are hap-
py with the results.  Councilwoman Beck-Clemens said the lights blink but it is not noticeable and 
what it does is disturbs the geese at nesting time.  Mayor Pote asked Councilwoman Beck-Clemens 
to document the information and pass it on to the Public Works Committee.  Councilwoman Beck-
Clemens said 3 lights would be needed at the Watchung Lake and 2 at Best Lake.  Mrs.  DeRocco 
reminded all that our “Shred” event is this coming Saturday from 9 AM – 1 PM and that   Public 
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Works will be collecting styrofoam, and Mr. Scrap will collect any metal, steel, iron, etc.  She 
thanked Stop and Shop for the donation of 100 reusable bags to distribute these, along with recycling 
information. She is hoping this will the Borough obtain points towards certification for sustainable 
energy. Ms. DeRocco also noted that Mr. Jackson will have a few  community service people and 2 
men from Public Works will be there to assist. Ms. DeRocco reported that both she and Ms. Hance 
attended a Somerset County Clerk’s Association Meeting on Wednesday and Jerry Midgette, Some-
rset County Election Board Administrator, discussed the upcoming Special Primary Election on Au-
gust 13th and the Special General Election on October 16th noting this is a Wednesday. She said these 
are considered regular voting days and the polls will be open from 6 AM to 8 PM.  The consensus is 
there will be a heavy turnout at least for the August Primary.  The County is looking into ways to 
fund these elections.  The County Election Board felt the October Election makes the time frame 
preparing the voting machines for the November election very tight. 
  

13. Administrator – Tom Atkins said he was glad both Council President Joren and Councilman Nehls 
reported on the towing situation.  He also mentioned item #44 which is the resignation received from 
the Recreation Director.  The Administration and Finance Committee, has had several meetings to 
discuss the organization  of the Recreation Department and will be making some recommendations to 
the Mayor and Council.  He also mentioned Resolution R4 is on the agenda this evening to award the 
bid to JH Reid Recycling, Inc. for the mulching/grinding only of storm debris at the Ness Property.  
He explained the second part of the bid for transport and disposal of this debris  will be up for further 
discussion and recommendation from the Public Works Committee.  Mr. Atkins said if the Budget is 
adopted this evening, two seasonal helpers will be appointed to the Public Works Department.   
 
 

Mayor Pote thanked Fire Chief Carlucci and the entire Fire Department for the dinner.  He also said he 
attended the Senior’s luncheon yesterday and they had a very good turn-out.  He said he spoke to the 
group about the recent C.E.R.T. training program and they told him they support the program and are 
willing to assist and take on some responsibility with a Neighborhood Watch type program. He also at-
tended Dr. Stromsland’s retirement dinner and thanked Mrs. DeRocco for the great job she did on the 
presentation resolution.  He told the Council we now have  21 certified C.E.R.T. team members.  Coun-
cilman Black said he will follow-up with the Seniors group and also mentioned that the C.E.R.T. mem-
bers would now be a part of the OEM of the Borough if they are ever needed in the future. 
 
 
========================================================================= 
      UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Councilman Black moved the following Resolution with a second by Councilwoman Joren and upon roll 
call as follows:  Joren, Black, Nehls, Gibbs, Beck-Clemens, “aye”. 
 
  R1A: Determining Budget to be Read by Title 
 
 
A Public Hearing of the 2013 Municipal Budget was held. 
 
Councilman Black read presented the 2013 Municipal Budget and after the Clerk produced an affidavit of 
publication, requested the meeting be opened to the Public. 
 
With no one from the public wishing to be heard Councilman Black closed the public hearing and moved 
the following resolution with a second by Councilwoman Joren and upon roll call as follows:  Joren, 
Black, Nehls, Gibbs, Beck-Clemens, “aye”.    
 
 R1B: Adoption of 2013 Municipal Budget 
 
 
A Public Hearing on Proposed Bond Ordinance OR:13/07 entitled  "BOND ORDINANCE TO AU-
THORIZE THE ACQUISITION OF A MASON DUMP TRUCK WITH PLOW IN, BY AND FOR THE 
BOROUGH OF WATCHUNG, IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JER-SEY, TO 
APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $84,000.00 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF, TO MAKE A DOWN 
PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION 
AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICI-PATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION 
OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.” was held. 
 
With no one from the public wishing to be heard, Council President Joren closed the public hearing and 
moved the following resolution with a second by Councilman Nehls and upon roll call as follows: Joren, 
Black, Nehls, Gibbs, Beck-Clemens, “aye”.    
 
R2: Adoption of Bond Ordinance OR:13/07 - Mason Dump Truck w/Plow 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      Borough of Watchung                                      3                           June 13, 201 
 



======================================================================== 
NEW BUSINESS 

 
CONSENT AGENDA:  The Consent Agenda items listed below were unanimously accepted, following 
a motion by Council President Joren, and a second by Councilman Nehls and upon roll call the vote was 
as follows: Joren, Black, Nehls, Gibbs, Beck-Clemens, “aye”.    
 
 Approval of the following Council minutes: 
  May 23, 2013, Regular and Executive Sessions 
                         
Acknowledging Receipt of the following Borough Reports:  
  Tax Collector’s Report - April, 2013 
  Finance Department Revenue Report - April, 2013 
  Police Department Activity Report - April, 2013 
  Building Department Report - May, 2013 
 
Acknowledging Receipt of the following Correspondence:  
 
#38 - Michael Russo, Director of Local Aid / NJ DOT 5/17/13 Advising that Watchung’s 2013  
 Application to the Safe Streets to Transit Grant Program for Bayberry Lane Pedestrian  
 Crosswalk Lighting Improvements, has been denied c:  M & C, TEA, WH, TH 
 
#39 - Township of Warren 5/24/13 Notice of Adoption of Ordinance  #13-03 - Amendment #1 to  
 Redevelopment Area Plan - the Knitting Mill/Dubois Road c: M & C, TEA, TH, DS 
 
#40 - Township of Warren 5/24/13 Notice of Adoption of Ordinance  #13-04 - Amendment to  
 Land Use Procedures, Removing Sewerage Authority and Bd of Health for Land Use  
 Applications c: M & C, TEA, TH, DS 
 
#41 - MiddleEarth 6/5/13 Thanking the Borough for its support and co-operation during their 
 annual Frank “Nap” Torpey Memorial “Hills of Somerset” County road race on May 26th 
 which successfully ran through many towns including Watchung c: M & C,, TEA, TW  
 
#42 - Township of Hillsborough 6/5/13 Resolution supporting PSE&G’s “Energy Strong” program 
 c: M & C, TEA 
 
#43 - Somerset County Board of Chosen Freeholders 6/5/13 Notice of adoption of Ordinance  
 ORD13-270, establishing a turn lane reservation(s) on Mountain Boulevard in the Borough 
 of Watchung c:  M & C, TEA, TH, TW 
 
#44 - Maria Bachert 6/3/13 Letter of resignation as Recreation Director, effective June 15, 2013 
 c: M & C, TEA, JR 
 
#45 - NJ State League of Municipalities 6/7/13 Announcement of the Appellate Division’s decision   
 on June 7, 2013 to issue an order to vacate the stay on the taking of the housing trust funds 
  C:  M & C, TEA, AC, MC, MS 
 
======================================================================== 
CONSENT AGENDA RESOLUTIONS:  The Consent Agenda resolutions listed below were unani-
mously adopted, with the exception of R8, following a motion by Council President Joren and a second 
by Councilman Nehls and upon roll call the vote as follows:  Joren, Black, Nehls, Gibbs, Beck-Clemens, 
“aye”.   Councilman Nehls asked for R8 to be removed from the agenda and that it be referred to the Pub-
lic Works Committee for further discussion.           
  
R3: Authorize Clerk to Advertise for Bids - Drainage Improvements to Mountain Drive 
 
R4: Award of Bid - Mulching/Grinding Only of Trees, Branches, Logs, etc. from the property  
                                                          located at 666 Mountain Boulevard - JH Reid Recycling, Inc.   
                             
R5: Authorize Liquor License Renewals 
 
R6: Authorize Towing Licenses (3 year) 
 
R7: Authorize Depositories and Designate Signatories 
 
R8: Authorize Professional Services Contract - Geotechnical Investigation Consultant, Sanitary 
      Sewer Extensions - Johnston Drive & Valley Drive Areas / 
      Melick-Tully and Associates TABLED 
 
R9: Award Contract - Website Administration and Services / City Connections 
 
R10: Authorize Appointment to Public Works / Two (2) Seasonal Laborers 
 
R11: Authorize Clerk to issue Raffle License - Sisters of Mercy of the Americas, Mid-Atlantic 
                                                                                                                                           Community 

      Borough of Watchung                                      4                           June 13, 201 
 



  ===================================================================   
NON-CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:  Items listed below will be individually addressed and acted upon 
accordingly.  Council reserves the right to refer an item to Committee for further review and discussion.  
 
Introduction of Proposed Ordinance OR:13/08 entitled “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER II, 
TITLED ADMINISTRATION, ARTICLE V, TITLED BOARDS, COMMITTEES, AND 
COMMISSIONS, OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF 
WATCHUNG, COUNTY OF SOMERSET, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, BY PROVIDING FOR THE 
CREATION OF A COMMUNITY EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM (“CERT”).”  Public hearing to be 
held on June 27, 2013. 
 
Council President Joren moved the following Resolution with second by Councilman Nehls and upon roll 
call the vote was as follows:  Joren, Black, Nehls, Gibbs, Beck-Clemens, “aye:. 
 
R12:   Introduction of Ordinance OR:13/08 - Establishment of CERT Team 
 
 
Councilwoman Beck-Clemens moved the following resolution with a second by Councilman Gibbs and 
upon roll call the vote was as follows:  Joren, Black, Nehls, Gibbs, Beck-Clemens, “aye.” 
 
R13: Authorizing Review and Approval of a Modified Municipal Affordable Housing Trust Fund 
         Spending Plan 

 
 ========================================================================== 

PUBLIC PORTION 
 

No one from the Public desired to be heard. 
 
  
 ======================================================================== 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was adjourned at 9:00  P.M. to 
the Call of the Chair, and to the next scheduled Council meeting to be held on June 25, 2013 at 7:30 P.M.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
MaryAnn Hance 
Deputy Clerk      
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