BOROUGH OF WATCHUNG
MINUTES
SEPTEMBER 13,2012 -7:30 P.M.

MAYOR'S STATEMENT: Mayor Gerald Mobus called the meeting to order at 7:32 PM and made
the following statement: Under the provisions of N.J.S.A.10:4-6 et seq., notice of the time and place of
this meeting was given by way of annual notice to the Courier News, Echoes Sentinel, and Star
Ledger, and posted at Borough Hall.

SALUTE TO THE FLAG and a MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR OUR SERVICE MEN AND
WOMEN, SERVING HOME AND ABROAD

ROLL CALL

: Joren[P] Black [P] Franklin[P] Pote [P] Nehls [P] Cassidy [
A

Also present was Borough Attorney Albert Cruz and Clerk Michelle DeRocco.

There were 10 members of the public present.

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES:

1. Administration & Finance - Councilman Franklin discussed the Borough’s Best Practices Inven-
tory, and stated it is now complete. He said although we did not meet 100% of the inventory items,
the Borough fared well overall. He asked if any of the other Governing Body members had any ques-
tions and no one did. Therefore, Councilman Franklin said he would authorize CFO Bill Hance to
proceed to submit the Borough’s Best Practices Checklist to the State.

2. Police - Council President and Police Commissioner Joren reported that the Police Committee
met
and advised that the Department is considering Online Accident Reports. She explained that an out-
side Company would be contracted to provide accident reports online, and a portion of the fee collect-
ed would come back to the Department, and one advantage is that this would take care of most of the
OPRA requests that are received. Councilwoman Joren said the discussion on Red Light Cameras
continued and due to the many problems recently reported in regard to timing issues, the Committee is
recommending not to go forward with the application at this time. She said the Committee also dis-
cussed on-going problems with “Black Friday” and the possibility of limiting the hours of the retail
stores on that day. She asked the Laws and Ordinance Committee to review options with Chief Wen-
zel. Due to many complaints received by the Police in regard to towing charges, Councilwoman Joren
asked that the Laws and Ordinance Committee also review the Borough’s towing ordinance and fee
schedule. She announced that possibly 3 officers may be submitting retirement applications by the
end of the year and that the Chief has requested that the interview process begins sooner, rather than
later, because if we have to wait until the retirees leave, there will be a gap in the force due to a three
month training period. Councilwoman Joren said this would need to be discussed this the Administra-
tion and Finance Committee. Mayor Mobus noted that contract negotiations with the PBA will begin
shortly, and announced the negotiating committee to be himself, Councilwoman Joren, Councilman
Franklin, and Administrator Atkins.

3. Public Works - Councilman Nehls said the 911 Memorial Ceremony went well and was very
well attended. He thanked Mrs. Thompson and the Valley View School Ensemble for their participa-
tion and said they did a great job. He also thanked Boy Scout Troop 32, Noah Monetti, Reverend
Barbara Peters, Ruth Sachariah, Alexandra Benc, and Anastasia Rick. He thanked and commended
Linda Monetti for the great job in putting the program together. He also thanked the Council for their
participation. Councilman Nehls noted the Bond Ordinance on tonight’s agenda, needed to perform
stormwater drainage improvements on Mountain Drive, and reported the agreement to hook into the
North Plainfield sewer line is in place. He said Mr. Cruz is in the process of obtaining the necessary
easements.

4. Buildings and Grounds; Recreation - No report presented.
5. Public Affairs

Open Space: Councilman Franklin reported the Committee is not meeting this month,
however, they have asked Engineer Tom Herits to review the Borough’s current open space inventory.
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Environmental: Councilman Franklin said he was not able to attend the last meeting
but will ask them for a report.

Board of Health: Councilman Black said the Commission is scheduled to meet on
September 19, 2012.

6. Fire - Councilman Black read Chief Carlucci’s report for June, July and August and reported
71 calls for those 3 months, and 172 calls year to date. He said 2 new applications are pending, and 4
members are on school leave. He announced the computers are in the trucks and running, and the ra-
dio narrow banding is on schedule. He said the Department had a lot of maintenance related issues
this year, and the water problem on Crestwood Road is being addressed.

7. Laws/Ordinances - Councilman Pote said a Laws and Ordinance meeting will be scheduled soon,
as they have a lot of work to do, including a review of “McMansions.” In regard to the Library,
Councilman Pote said the Library Study Advisory Committee has put together a first draft of an infor-
mational bulletin that will be mailed to residents. He commended Councilman Nehls for doing a
wonderful memorial program for the anniversary of 911. Councilman Pote publicly sent his condo-
lences to the Brown family for the recent passing of their son, Matthew. He said he was a very nice
young man and this is terrible loss for the community.

REPORTS - OTHER:

8. Engineer - No report was presented.

9. Police Chief - No report was presented.

10. Fire Department - No additional report was presented.

11. Rescue Squad - Rescue Squad Vice President Don Monetti reported a training session was held
with the Fire Department for North Star at Phillips Field. He said the Tree of Lights preparations are
underway and will be held on December 1st. He said the 2013 officers will be voted on in October.
Mr. Monetti said the Squad has been very busy with calls, including a MCI MVA at the top of Hill-
crest Road with 6 patients - 4 of which were transported to local hospitals. He said there were 39
total calls for the month, and the top responders were Logan Taylor with 22 calls, Adam Wexler with
15, and Noah Monetti with 13.

12. Attorney - Mr. Cruz said he had two items for discussion in Executive Session.

13. Clerk - Mrs. DeRocco welcomed back Echoes Sentinel reporter Denis Kelly and said she was
glad he is feeling better after his surgery.

14. Administrator - No report was presented.

NEW BUSINESS

CONSENT AGENDA: The Consent Agenda items listed below were unanimously accepted, follow-
ing a motion by Councilwoman Joren, a second by Councilman Nehls and upon roll call as follows:
Joren, Black, Franklin, Pote, Nehls, “aye”.

Approval of the following Council minutes:
August 16, 2012

Acknowledging Receipt of the following Borough Reports:
Tax Collector’s Report - July, 2012
Building Department Report - August, 2012
Police Activity Report - August, 2012

Acknowledging Receipt of the following Correspondence:

#42 - PSE&G 8/16/12 Notice of Public Hearing re: petition for approval of changes in its electric
solar pilot recovery program and tariff c: M & C, Post

#43 - NJ Transit 8/22/12 Notice of Public Hearing re: senior citizen and disabled resident
transportation assistance programs ¢: M & C, Post

#44 -  NJ American Water 9/4/12 Notice of Public Hearing re: petition to change levels of water
treatment adjustment clauses, which may result in increased sewer rates c: M & C, Post
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#45 - NJ Dept. Of Environmental Protection 9/7/12 Notice of application by the Middlesex County
Utilities Authority (MCUA) for financial assistance for an upgrade and rehabilitation of their  main tri

CONSENT AGENDA RESOLUTIONS: The Consent Agenda items listed below were unani-
mously accepted, following a motion by Councilwoman Joren, a second by Councilman Nehls and
upon roll call as follows: Joren, Black, Franklin, Pote, Nehls, “aye”.

R1:09/13/12 Authorize Appointments - George Sopko, Traffic & Beautification;
Dr. Barbara Resko, Youth Service

Commission

R2: Authorize Per Diem Expenses - NJ State League of Municipalities Conference

R3: Appointment of Fire Department Member - Kristina King

R4: Purchases Over $2,000. - El Coronado, Hoffman Tire Co., Communications Specialists,
Tactical Public Safety

R5: Waive Chapter 2-25.10 of the Code / Purchase Over $2,000. - Blackadar Heating

R6: Authorize Revision and Re-submission of Grant Application for 2013 - Watchung Hills

Regional Municipal Alliance
R7: Waive Chapter 6-2.11 of the Borough Code / Fireworks - Rescue Squad Tree of Lights

NON-CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS AND RESOLUTIONS Items listed below will be individu-
ally addressed and acted upon accordingly. Council reserves the right to refer an item to Committee
for further review and discussion.

Proposed Bond Ordinance OR:12/11 entitled “BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE
UNDERTAKING OF STORMWATER DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS AT MOUNTAIN
DRIVE AND PORTIONS OF NORTH DRIVE, EDGEMONT ROAD AND RELATED
STREETS IN, BY AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF WATCHUNG, IN THE COUNTY OF
SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $655,000 TO PAY THE
COST THEREOF, TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF
BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE
OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH
BONDS.” was introduced. Councilman Pote moved the ordinance be given its first reading. So
ordered. Councilman Pote moved the ordinance be adopted on first reading and the Clerk be directed
to publish the ordinance and notice of public hearing.

R8:09/13/12 Introduction of Bond Ordinance OR:12/11 - Drainage Improvements at Various

The motion was seconded by Councilman Nehls and upon roll call the vote was as follows: Joren,
Black, Franklin, Pote, Nehls, “aye”. Public Hearing to be held on October 11, 2012.

Councilman Franklin moved R9:
RO: Waive Chapter 2-25.10 of Code - Gray’s Florist & Greenhouse

Councilman Black seconded the motion and upon roll call the vote was as follows: Joren, Franklin,
Pote, Nehls, “aye;” Black, “abstain.”

- Property Maintenance - Ed Bennett, Construction Official/Zoning Officer

Mayor Mobus said there have been many property maintenance complaints recently, and asked Mr.
Bennett why this is. Mr. Bennett explained that the past couple of years brought severe changes in
our economy, with unusual harsh storms causing havoc and unexpected damages to properties. He
said these unexpected financial burdens have forced a more than normal amount of homes into fore-
closure. He said many calls go out to the banks who have taken over for the properties, however, they
are not always responsive. Mayor Mobus said many residents are believing we are not enforcing the
property maintenance code. He said our code allows the Borough to go onto these properties, clean
them up, and put liens on them. Mayor Mobus said the Public Works Department is constantly driving
around the Borough, and suggested a system that they could report an unkempt property to Mr. Ben-
nett. Mr. Bennett said he welcomes more “eyes” and that he would develop a form with a checklist on
it. It was agreed, that after the governing body’s approval of the form, Public Works could list the
properties and Maria Fittapaldi could forward these on to Mr. Bennett. Mr. Bennett noted that some
homeowners in the Borough like their properties to go “natural” and asked for clarity upon enforce-
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ment in these situations, and said he would be happy to discuss this with the Laws and Ordinance
Committee. Mr. Cruz said our code does outline a process, and if a bank is in possession of a home,
the summons can be served upon the Attorney. State law requires a notice be sent to the town when
this occurs, and the Attorney that oversees the property is listed.

- PSE&G North Central Reliability Project - Settlement Agreement

Councilman Franklin reminded all that when PSE&G first approached the Borough with their plans to
replace their utility poles with slimmer, taller mono-poles throughout town, they offered a monetary
settlement amount of approximately $50,000. in addition to monies that may be needed to replace trees
that may have to be taken down. He said one stipulation of this agreement was that it had to be used for
the Borough’s emergency service departments. After a brief discussion, it was the consensus of the
Council members present to earmark this money for narrow banding expenses, an expense that oc-
curred when a federal mandate required all emergency service organizations to be completely nar-
row-band compliant by January 1, 2013.

- Recommendation to County / Solid Waste Advisory Committee

Mayor Mobus explained the County has asked the Mayor to make two appointments to the Solid
Waste Advisory Committee. He said one appointment was to be a mayoral appointment and the other
was to be a council appointment. Mayor Mobus said his appointment is Public Works Manager Bob
Burns and after discussion, it was the consensus of the Council members present to appoint Council-
man Bill Nehls.

- Request from NJ American Water for Saturday Construction

Councilman Nehls said New Jersey American Water is requesting authorization to work on Saturdays
on the water main replacement project on Mountain Boulevard. After discussion, it was the consensus
of the Council members present to authorize this request, as less traffic on the weekend will mean less
people are inconvenienced, and this may result in the project being completed sooner than planned.
Councilman Nehls made a motion to waive the Borough Code that prohibits Saturday construction to
authorize NJ American Water the ability to work on Saturdays. Councilman Pote seconded the mo-
tion and upon role call the vote was as follows: Joren, Black, Franklin, Pote, Nehls, “aye.”

- 2012/2013 Community Deer Management Program

Councilman Franklin said the Governing Body has received the report and recommendation from the
Wildlife Advisory Committee. He said the general feeling of the Council is that before the recom-
mendation to implement bow hunting is to be considered, more sites need to be obtained. He said
the previous deer management company went door to door to get permission slips signed. He said
suggested another survey of residents be performed, as the last one was about 10 years ago. Council-
man Nehls said in addition to being short on sites, some of the sites we had were undermanned. Hans
Juette, Chairperson of the Wildlife Advisory Committee, and Joe Nappe, President of the Warren Blue
Ridge Sports Club were both present. Mr. Nappe said the club has taken in many new members that
will for more sites to be manned. Hans Juette said he is in favor of another survey and he is willing to
assist in developing it. Councilman Nehls said he would like to know that the Committee continues to
look at alternate methods in the meantime. Mr. Juette said they do, however, the Committee’s objec-
tive is to strike a balance between plant life and animal life. He said the deer reproduce, and there are
no natural predators. Runoff is becoming a big issue. Councilman Pote said while the survey is
important, the first priority should be obtaining sites. Councilman Black said he is opposed to the use
of crossbows. Mayor Mobus directed Councilwoman Joren, Councilman Franklin, and Councilman
Nehls to prepare a new survey. Councilwoman Joren said the ordinance designates the Administrator
as the person authorized to obtain sites.

PUBLIC PORTION

Harold Kafka, Valley Road, said that he understands that at the last Council meeting, permission had
been granted to PSE&G to do work on Saturdays for the North Central Reliability project that is adja-
cent to his property. He feels the residents that live in the area of the project should have been noti-
fied that this was going to be considered. He said the Saturday work interferes with his livelihood.
Councilwoman Joren referred to the minutes of the last meeting and said that permission was granted
to PSE&G to work on Saturdays, if needed, beginning November 8th. Mr. Kafka said he has been in
conflict with PSE&G since the beginning of this project. Attorney Cruz said the Borough would ask
Mr. Dwyer from PSE&G to attend the next meeting, and asked Mr. Kafka to also come, so both sides
can be heard.

Lynda Goldschein, Sherwood Drive, said she had worked with Deer Management in the past and
would volunteer to go door to door to obtain sites again. She said she highly recommends the use of
the crossbows.
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There being no one else from the public desiring to be heard, Mayor Mobus closed the Public portion
of the meeting and Councilwoman Joren offered the following resolution.

R10: Executive Session:
Contract Negotiations-The Travelers Indemnity Company- Takeover

Agreement for JDN Properties, I,
L.L.C.

Contract Negotiations - Shared Services: Borough of North Plainfield,
Township of Green Brook

Councilman Nehls seconded the motion and upon roll call the vote was as follows: Joren, Franklin,
Black, Pote, Nehls, “aye.”

Upon return to regular session, all Council members previously in attendance were again in attendance.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was adjourned at 10:40 P.
to the call of the Chair, and the next scheduled meeting to be held on September 27, 2012 at 7:30 P.

z=<

Respectfully submitted,

Michelle DeRocco, RMC
Clerk
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